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PREFACE. 



OF the following Sermons, preached be- 
fore the University of Cambridge, four were 
delivered in the month of May, 1861, and 
four in November, 1862. The latter course 
was published under the general title of The 
Boole and the Life, and is now reaching a third 
Edition. A second Edition of the Sermons of 
1 86 1 being required at the same moment, I 
have combined the two series in one Volume. 

THE VICARAGE, DONCASTER, 
March, 1864. 
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SEIIMON I. 

THE TWO DEPARTURES OF CHRIST, AND 
THE THREE RETURNS. 



ST JOHN xvi. 16. 

A little while, and ye shall not see me: and 
again, a little while, and ye shall see me. 

TT7E are met together to-day, my brethren, 
' * to celebrate the Ascension of our Lord . 
and Saviour Jesus Christ. We are assembled, 
in an especial manner, as believers in that Lord 
and Saviour. It is not a day which the world, 
the world even of professed Christians, has 
included in the narrow round of its observ- 
ances. It is not a Sunday, and therefore the 
letter of the law does not touch it. It is not, 
like Christmas Day, associated from time im- 
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2 THE TWO DEPARTURES OF CHRIST, 

memorial with thoughts of joyful reunion and 
intermitted toil. It is not, like Good Friday, 
appropriated by a sort of imperious decency 
to sacred and solemn recollections. The conse- 
cration of Ascension Day is in the strictest 
sense a voluntary service. On that day we 
expect to find few among the worshippers, who 
do not in heart as well as in profession regard 
Jesus Christ as their Lord and their God. 

And, full as this day's commemoration is 
of elevating and ennobling thought to such as 
are Christians indeed, we cannot deny that it 
is a commemoration which makes the largest 
demand upon the faith of the worshipper. 
Taken by itself, as a naked and isolated fact, 
the doctrine of the Ascension would transcend 
belief. We can only pass to it through the 
Resurrection and through the Divinity of 
Christ. When the mind has fully accepted 
these two revelations; when the foot rests se- 
curely upon the standing-point of God manifest 
in the flesh; when that satisfaction which is 
not elsewhere to be found has been truly 
granted to the heart in the eternal Son cruci- 
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fied for sin and raised again for justification; 
then, and then only, can we enter with perfect 
confidence, into the Scriptural view of the 
Ascension, as the becoming, I might almost 
say the natural, supplement to the Resurrec- 
tion, and understand why it is that two at least 
of our Gospels close without one word of the 
Ascension, as though it were enough to have 
proved Divinity by Resurrection, as though, it 
might be taken for granted that the home of 
the Son of God resting from Eedeniption could 
only be in the glory which He had with the 
Father before the world was. 

He led them out as far as to Bethany: and 
He lifted up His hands, and blessed them. And 
it came to pass, while He olessed them, He was 
parted from them, and carried up into heaven. 

While they beheld, He was taken up, and a 
cloud received Him out of their sight. 

To those who had learned, during three 
years and a half of earthly companionship, to 
associate their Lord with all that was Godlike 
in power, in wisdom, and in goodness; and 
had then been taught, during forty days of 

B2 



4 THE TWO DEPARTURES OF CHRIST, 

occasional and more mysterious converse, to 
enter in some degree into the conception of a 
risen life, of a body of glory, of an existence 
spiritual and yet real, of a presence invisible 
yet capable at any moment of decisive mani- 
festation; it was nothing incredible it was 
scarcely astonishing it needed nothing more 
of demonstration than any other fact resting 
upon the evidence of the senses -that He whose 
work on earth was completely done should be 
"carried up," should be "taken up," should 
be "received up," into the Heaven which He 
had ever spoken of as His Father's home. 
And we too, if by God's mercy we are per- 
mitted to think of Christ and to know Christ 
as they did, shall judge even as they judged 
of the propriety, of the facility, of the natural- 
ness, of the Ascension. The whole work of 
Christ hangs together: each separate portion 
of it, however surprising by itself, becomes at 
once intelligible and necessary when it is viewed 
in connection with its antecedents and with its 
consequences. 

I am thankful to be permitted to commence 



AND THE THREE RETURNS. 5 

a very brief ministry in this loved and ho- 
noured place on a day so full of significance. 
It is a remark, old but never unseasonable, 
that the doctrines of the Gospel all spring out 
of its facts. Not only do its facts prove its 
authority, and give it a right to be listened to 
when it professes to reveal: far more than this: 
the revelations of the Gospel are deducible 
from its facts; or> if not deducible for we 
dare not, even in appearance, disparage the 
value of any one page or sentence of the in- 
spired Word yet at least provable out of them, 
insomuch that, when we know who Christ was, 
and what He did, and what b,efell Him, our 
acquiescence, our acceptancej our gratitude, is 
already secured for the revelation of the mean- 
ing and the purposes of all: the mind of God 
is disclosed to us in deeds more expressive than 
words; and instead of being left with verbal, 
assurances, however emphatic, or verbal ex- 
hortations, however persuasive, we are enabled 
to say, "I know that this and this is God's 
truth and God's will, for this and this hath 
God wrought" 
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Let the fact of the Ascension of Jesus he 
the basis of any counsel or exhortation which 
I may be enabled, however feehly and inade- 
quately, to address to you, my brethren, from 
this place. And in our case, even as in the 
days of old, may that connection of cause and 
effect be, by God's blessing, verified So then, 
after the Lord had spoken unto them, He was 
received up into heaven, and sat on the right 
hand of God: And they went forth, and preached 
everyivhere, the Lord working with them, and 
confirming the word with signs following ! 

The fact of the Ascension we read in the 
words of the Evangelists : its doctrine we shall 
seek in the words of our Lord Himself. The 
great discourse recorded only by St John, and 
filling (if we include the prayer which follows 
it) four chapters and a half of his Gospel, 
abounds in references to that departure which 
nevertheless St John's narrative does not notice. 
The text is a clear instance of such a reference. 
But the text itself exemplifies a peculiarity in 
the discourse, which, though often lost sight of 
and sometimes denied by interpreters, is, I am 
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persuaded, real and significant, full of interest, 
and full of instruction. 

A little while, and ye shall not see me : and 
again a little while, and ye shall see me. 

Many of my hearers are aware tliat the 
remaining words of the verse, as it stands in 
the Authorized Version, because I go to the 
Father, are open to considerable doubt as to 
their place in the original. The question of the 
disciples in the following verse, What is this 
that He saitli unto us, A little while, and ye 
shall not see me; and again a little while, and 
ye shall see me; and, because 1 go to the Father? 
while it explains the source of error (if such it 
be) in the insertion of the same clause in the 
verse before us, may appear, on a closer ex- 
amination, to argue rather against than for its 
retention. If omitted in the text, we shall re- 
gard it as quoted by the disciples in the i7th 
verse, not from the i6th but from the loth 
verse: Of righteousness, because I go to my Fa- 
ther, and ye see me no more. The remark is 
not unimportant, as will be readily seen, in its 
bearing upon the interpretation of the text itself. 
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No one can study attentively the great dis- 
course contained in these chapters, without 
finding a considerable difficulty in reconciling 
the often-recurring phrases " going" and " com- 
ing," ' departing" and "returning," &c. Take, 
for example, the three following passages, and 
say whether each one does not suggest, on 
first hearing it, a separate interpretation of its 
own. 

And ye now therefore have sorrow: lut I 
will see you again, and your heart shall rejoice, 
and your joy no man taleetli from you. Would 
not the obvious sense of this passage, taken by 
itself, point to His departure by Death, and 
His return by Kesurrection ? Are not the very 
words suggestive of that contrast which was 
exhibited by the result The first witness of 
the Resurrection went and told them that had 
been with Him, as they mourned and wept... 
TJien were the disciples glad when they saw the 
Lord? 

Again, I will not leave you comfortless: I 
will come to you. Yet a little while, and the 
world seeth me no more : out ye see me ; be- 
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cause I live, ye shall live also. What can be 
more evident, we might ask, than that our 
Saviour here speaks of His departure by As- 
cension and of 'His return by the gift of Pente- 
cost ? Even as He says elsewhere, in language 
capable of but one application, If a man love 
me, he will keep my words ; and my Father will 
love him, and we will come unto him, and make 
our abode with him. 

Once more : In my Father s house are many 
mansions ; if it were not so, I would have told 
you : I go to prepare a place for you. And if 
I go and prepare a place for you, I will come 
again, and receive you unto myself; that where 
lam, there ye may l)e also. Is it not equally 
certain that our Lord speaks here of a de- 
parture by Ascension and a return in the Ad- 
vent? Just as we read again in the vision 
which accompanied that departure which we 
commemorate to-day, This same Jesus who is 
taken up from you into heaven, shall so come 
in like manner as ye have seen Him go into 
heaven. 

Thus we find ourselves met, within the 
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limits of this one discourse, with no less than 
two distinct departures and three separate re- 
turns. 

And there have been those who have thought 
themselves constrained, by the laws of just in- 
terpretation, to select one of each, and to force 
these, several passages into a rigid and mechani- 
cal conformity. One interpreter can see nothing 
but the Death of Christ and the Kesurrection of 
Christ as indicated by the twofold prediction. 
Another would speak of a material departure in 
Ascension, and a spiritual return on the day of 
Pentecost. Even the promise, I will come again, 
and receive you unto myself, that, where I am, 
there ye may be also, is stripped of all reference 
to the second Advent, and made to express 
singly and solely the thought of a mystical 
communion and fellowship between Christ and 
His people. 

And there are some who would apply terms 
of disparagement and almost of reproach to 
that which many of us have most surely be- 
lieved as to the double sense, the progressive 
developement, what has been called the perspec- 
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tive, of Prophecy. We are told that such a 
doctrine introduces a vague, evasive, and col- 
lusive principle into the sound and holy reve- 
lations of the Bible. It is regarded as the last 
resource of those who are conscious that the 
predictions of Scripture have not found a ful- 
filment, and who yet are unwilling to banish 
altogether from among the evidences of Keve- 
lation its argument from the sure word of Pro- 
phecy. And we do not deny that it is possible 
so to apply the language of Prophecy as that it 
shall mean anything or nothing. By taking a 
verse here in a Jewish, and a verse there in a 
Christian sense ; by giving no heed to order and 
sequence, to subject and context ; by a loose and 
desultory method which guides itself rather by 
sound than by sense; great confusion may be 
introduced into the Christian system, and real 
dishonour done to the word and to the cause of 
God. It is to no such use of Holy Scripture 
that I ask your assent. But I do say that 
there are cases and I believe the great pro- 
phecy contained in the 24th chapter of St 
Matthew's Gospel, and in the I3th chapter of 
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that by St Mark, to be a striking example of 
them in which a twofold or a manifold ap- 
plication is not possible only but designed ; in 
which the judgment upon a nation and the 
judgment upon all nations may be so blended 
and intertwined as that nothing short of the 
event shall disentangle them; in which now 
one of these, and now another, shall be pro- 
minent and predominant in the imagery em- 
ployed ; in which terms may be used, apparently 
with reference to both of to all the subjects 
involved, but applicable only hyperbolically to 
one and fully and literally to another; in which, 
finally, the principle of the Divine procedure 
being the same in each of the cases foretold, the 
minor and insufficient fulfilment which comes 
first in time, so far from invalidating or throw- 
ing doubt upon the latter, may turn into an 
added testimony of its truth and a new predic- 
tion of its realization. 

These remarks, never unseasonable, and 
least of all unseasonable at the present time, 
have a direct bearing upon those prophecies not 
of judgment but of mercy, which fill the dis- 
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course now before us, and are so closely con- 
nected with the great subject of to-day. 

Nothing, I am convinced, will satisfy the 
glorious promises of these chapters, but the 
distinct recognition, not of one, but of all those 
particulars which have been enumerated ; the 
recognition of two departures of our Lord and 
three returns ; His departure by death, and His 
departure by ascension; His return by resur- 
rection, His return by the Spirit, and His still 
future return in glory. When He speaks to 
His disciples of going away from them, the 
context only will decide for us which of two 
separations is most prominently in His view.' 
When He speaks of coming again to them, the 
context only can decide for us which of three 
reunions is the one particularly designed. But 
are these, then, so many unconnected and dis- 
jointed facts? When He has especial regard 
to one of them, are the others absent from His 
view ? Very far otherwise. The two and the 
three are closely linked together ; and the bind- 
ing and cementing principle is found, like all 
the Gospel, in His Resurrection. 
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The going away was, in either case, the 
disruption of the tie of earth; the withdrawal of 
a bodily presence; the removal of a help de- 
rived from sight; the cessation of that condi- 
tion of which St Paul spoke when he said that 
there had once been such a thing as knowing 
Christ after the flesh. This going away began 
in death. Not only during those three days of 
darkness and sorrow which the disciples passed 
in mourning over the lost redemption of Israel; 
but scarcely less through the next stage of their 
being, in which, at intervals, but only at in- 
tervals, during forty days, He was visiting them 
to speak of the things pertaining to their minis- 
try and His kingdom ; they had lost Him as 
their earthly friend, companion, and guide : 
when He left them for His death, He went 
away, in this sense, for ever, and the Ascension 
itself did but consummate what the betrayal 
and the crucifixion had begun. 

And in one sense it was a loss to them. 
Their Master never professed to make light of 
it. He told them that, not only during those 
three disconsolate days,, but throughout their 
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mortal life, they would have sorrow : He spoke 
of the whole of their remaining earthly life as 
a season, for them, of mourning and of fasting, 
because they, the children of the bridechamber, 
would have seen the Bridegroom depart from 
them. 

But already, within three days from the 
first departure, would the returns also be begin- 
ning. When He gradually disclosed, to one 
and to another, the fact of His risen life, it was 
joy to them, and the spring of all joy : Christ, 
raised from the dead, dieth and they knew it 
no more : it is appointed unto men once, and 
but once, to die, and He who has once passed 
through death is the conqueror of death for 
ever. It was in that first return that the germ 
of the two other returns was enfolded. That 
was the commencement, though it was not yet 
the completion, of a spiritual communion : that 
was the proof, to living men who had yet to die, 
that death destroys not existence, nay, even 
severs not fellowship: that was the introduc- 
tion, for them, into the mystery of a life hidden 
for them in Christ; a life which the tenderness 
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of Him who loved them permitted that they 
should practise for a while half Tby sight, until 
faith should have found for itself a lodgment 
and a standingplace, and be prepared to wing 
its flight unaided into the light and the life and 
the liberty above. 

And then, when the fulness of time was 
come, there followed the second departure, and 
out of it the second and more glorious return. 
From witnessing the Ascension they returned 
to Jerusalem with great joy ; so gracious had 
been their Lord's parting words, so sweet to the 
memory those hands uplifted in blessing. Yet 
would that joy itself have faded, life's contra- 
dictions would soon have daunted or life's temp- 
tations have sullied it, but for the speedy ful- 
filment of the promise of the second return, 
when He, the Holy Spirit, the Remembrancer, 
the Helper, and the Comforter, came down from 
heaven to abide in them for ever ; to be in them 
the very presence of the Father and of the Son ; 
to make good to them the mysterious but most 
true saying, Because I live, ye shall live also. 

This is that fulfilment of the text in which 
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we, my brethren, are most directly interested. 
Jt is that of which St Paul writes in his Epi- 
stle to the Eomans, If, when we were enemies, 
we were reconciled to God by the death of His 
Son, much more, being reconciled, we shall be 
saved by His life. It is that of which the same 
Apostle writes to the Corinthians, when he de- 
scribes himself as always bearing about in the 
body the dying of the Lord Jesus, that the life 
also of Jesus might be made manifest in his 
body. The Saviour who is gone from us by 
Ascension has returned to us by the Spirit. 
They who receive of His Spirit, sought every 
day by prayer, and cherished throughout each 
day by diligent and watchful living, they are 
now His Church and His people: to them, in 
all their generations, are the words perpetually 
verified, It is expedient for you that I go away, 
for, if I go not away, the Comforter will not 
come to you ; but, if I depart, I will send Him 
unto you.... I will not leave you comfortless: I 
will come to you. 

A little while, and ye shall not see me : and 
again a little while, and ye shall see me. In a 

c 
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little while, a few short hours, I shall be taken 
from you: your own faint -heartedness will 
abridge the brief interval which might have 
been yours still: from a distance will you be- 
hold me standing before the judgment-seat, 
despised and rejected of men, lifted up upon 
the cross, suffering, dying, dead, buried. Again 
a little while, and in joyful wonder you shall 
see me risen; the same in person, the same in 
mind, but with the glory of a new life about 
me; a life which shall be not for myself only 
but for you; a life by which your life shall 
be glorified, and in which your life shall be 
safely and sweetly hidden: 

A little while, and ye shall not see me : and 
again a little while, and ye shall see me. In a 
little while, almost within forty days from this 
on which I speak with you, you will be gazing 
upward into heaven as I am taken from you, 
and a cloud shall have received me out of your 
sight. Ye shall see the Son of man ascend up 
where He was before. Thenceforward, except 
it be in some moment of trance or of vision, 
vouchsafed for your soul's support in an hour 
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of special need, you shall see me no more 
while life lasts for you. I shall be in heaven, 
and you upon earth. And yet I shall scarcely 
have departed, when ye shall, in a better sense, 
see me again. There shall begin for you, 
within ten short days from my going, a reve- 
lation of roe in the Spirit which shall indeed 
make rny bodily absence not loss to you but 
gain. The Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost,- 
shall have come to you, not as a passing guest,- 
but to abide in you for ever. In Him ye shall 
see me: take heed that ye miss me not, by 
slighting, by grieving, by quenching the Spirit. 
He shall glorify me: He shall reveal me to 
you, day by day, as your Propitiation for sin,- 
as your Advocate with the Father, as your 
living and loving Friend,- as your Eesurrec-- 
tion and your Life, yea, as your Lord and 
your God. 

But even this wonderful coming shall not" 
be the very last of my returns. There remains- 
yet one more; and,- though generations and 
centuries shall have rolled away before it be 
accomplished, yet He with whom a thousand 

C2 
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years are as one day shall count even its tarry- 
ing as but for a little while, in comparison with 
the whole of time, and with the eternal age 
which shall follow. In due time ye shall see 
me again, not in spirit only, but in presence 
also. I will come again, even as I departed, 
and receive you unto myself. One by one, ye 
shall yourselves depart, life's great work ended, 
and find yourselves with me, safe and at rest 
for ever. But not thus only. Earth too, which 
has despised and rejected me, has counted my 
sacrifice meaningless and my Gospel an idle 
tale, must be made the witness of my reality 
and of my glory. I myself must descend from 
heaven, even as I first ascended, to gather to- 
gether mine elect from the four winds, and to 
execute judgment upon the whole power of 
evil* Then shall the words have received their 
last and fullest accomplishment, Again a little 
while, and ye shall see me. 

In that day, my brethren, God grant that 
all we who are here assembled in the faith of 
the Ascension, may be enabled to rejoice in the 
glory of the Advent. There is much, very 
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much, against us. A world of sense barring 
from our view the world of spirit. A busy- 
mind, capacious of doubts, fertile in difficulties ; 
too candid to ignore an objection because it is 
troublesome, and not always strong to repel a 
cavil by a more cogent reason for believing. 
Add to this, a life not yet schooled in disap- 
pointment, nor disciplined by sorrow; the en- 
grossing interests of an opening career fore- 
shown in prospect as all success and honour; 
or else the delights, nobler and not less ab- 
sorbing, of the pursuit of knowledge, in some 
one or in many of those boundless fields which 
this place lays open before those who have the 
will to enter. And add yet to these, the temp- 
tations, inward at least, if not outward also, 
from which no human life is secure; tempta- 
tions which must either be struggled against 
in distress and sorrow, or else yielded to with 
remorse and ruin. And when we have laid 
together all these considerations, can we won- 
der that the Son of Man beholds not as He 
looks upon earth, or finds not when He returns 
to it, more of a genuine and a living faith ; 
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that faith which convinces of things future, 
and endures as seeing the Invisible? Let us 
be thankful for every aid of faith. Let us be 
thankful for ,a Bible that records, and a Church 
that commemorates, facts which link together, 
as it were, earth and heaven; things done or 
borne in the body by One who came from God 
and went to God; One who first descended to 
bring God to man, and then ascended to raise 
man to God. Let the Resurrection help us to 
rise with Christ; let the Ascension help us to 
ascend with Christ; until at last our affections 
be firmly set on the things above, where Christ 
sitteth on the right hand of God. 



ASCENSION DAY, 

May 9, 1861. 



SERMON II. 

SUSPENSE. 



ST LUKE XIL 29. 
Neither be ye of doubtful mind. 

nnHEKE is a thing well known in human life, 
-"- of which all of us, in some form or another, 
and in many forms, have already had experience. 
We have seen, for example, a vast concourse of 
people waiting and watching in the streets of a 
town for the arrival of some illustrious or royal 
person, whose coming is to be the signal for 
the commencement of a ceremony or spectacle 
awakening great public interest, or perhaps 
whose own presence is itself the thing looked 
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for; the object of a concentrated devotion, or 
else of a curiosity scarcely less powerful and 
absorbing. We have seen them stand through 
long hours, careless of rain and wind, tolerant 
even of delay, provided that delay end not in 
entire disappointment. We have noticed the 
effect of such an expectation upon a population 
at other times industrious and unexcitable. We 
have seen how it stops the wheels of business, 
silences the cravings of appetite, and serves to 
impede the very flight of time. 

We may turn the picture, and see the same 
thing at work, not in masses of men, but in in- 
dividual instances ; not in matters of pleasure- 
able excitement, but in cases of intense and 
thrilling anxiety. In a distant land a favourite 
son has been seeking his own fortunes, or serv- 
ing his family and his country, in some post of 
civil or military responsibility : the last mail has 
brought tidings of a wound or a fever under 
which he was lying, a month ago, between life 
and death : it must be a whole fortnight before 
it is possible to hear of him again : already he 
may be in his grave : and his parents and sis- 
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ters must endure through long nights and days 
the agonizing doulbt, torturing themselves with 
conflicting guesses, and ignorant whether "is" 
or " was " be the tense in which to speak of 
one whose image is engraven on their memory 
and whose love is twined round their heart. 
Well can we conjecture, if we have not known 
it for ourselves, the effect of such an anxiety 
upon the life that has to be lived under it. 
How flat and colourless has become every com- 
mon occupation ! How has every interest faded, 
and every other care ceased ! How difficult is it 
now to find even in prayer itself that relief 
which in other circumstances it has so often' 
secured ! How strange to pray about one who 
may already be in the unseen world ! yet how 
impossible to pray about any other thing or 
any other person! Little more can be done 
than to bow beneath God's hand and suffer: 
to submit to live is as much as faith can rise 
to, and He who seeth in secret will accept the 
imperfect sacrifice. 

This thing of which the effects are so differ- 
ent, according to the material on which it 
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^nances to speak, is yet, in its own nature, one 
and the same: we have one name for it; and 
we could not improve upon it: we call it 
"suspense;" a state of suspense. "Do not 
leave me in suspense:" " It is not fair to keep 
people in suspense:" "I can bear anything 
better than suspense-:" such are the expressions 
by which we frequently give vent to our con- 
sciousness of the agitating, wearying, enfeebl- 
ing, irritating effects of that condition of human 
life to which we have thus far pointed. 

Would to God, my brethren well may it 
be said in all seriousness and in much sadness 
that suspense had no other scope than that 
hitherto described ; that its operation were con- 
fined to those outward circumstances of life, in 
which it may possibly have a salutary influence, 
teaching, if it can teach nothing else, a lesson 
of patience, and yielding afterwards, if not at 
the time, some peaceable fruit of righteousness 
in them that are exercised thereby ! 

Neither he ye of doubtful mind; or, accord- 
ing to the marginal reading, live not in careful 
suspense : such is our Lord's charge in the text. 
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And He spoke it primarily addressing Him- 
self, as He commonly did, to the poor of anx- 
iety about food and clothing; of that ever- 
recurring question, What shall I eat, and what 
shall I drink, and wherewithal shall I le 
clothed? which fills up so large a portion of 
the threescore years and ten of the labourer 
and the mechanic. If I were speaking now 
to an ordinary congregation, such as that which 
is elsewhere committed to my charge, I might 
dwell with advantage upon this first and most 
obvious aspect of the words before us ; reprov- 
ing earthly anxiety from the arguments which 
the context would furnish, its futility, its need- 
lessness, its faithlessness, and its folly. But 
here a different use of the text forces itself 
upon our notice. 

Suspense has a wide and powerful action 
upon the things of this life. We are in sus- 
pense oftentimes : now about some desired prize, 
now about some apprehended danger; now for 
another, now for ourselves ; now about the 
doubtful success of some honest toil, now about 
casualties and possibilities over which we have 
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no control. But not thus only. There is such 
a thing as suspense in the world of thought 
also. Suspense largely enters into men's re- 
ligious opinions. And shall I be thought harsh 
or uncharitable if I say certainly it is not in 
that spirit, but in one of deep concern and 
lively sympathy, that I say it that it is cha- 
racteristic of these times, in no common degree, 
to be in suspense both about faith and duty? 
Does not He who alone knows what is in man 
behold perhaps, as He looks down upon this 
congregation, many a mind halting between 
two opinions even as to Himself, the Propi- 
tiation and the Redeemer much more, as to 
everything short of this one? What word 
could more accurately describe the intellectual 
condition, at least, of very many, as to the 
revelations of the Bible, than that which He 
has Himself selected to describe a forbidden 
state of mind as to things earthly ? Live not, 
He says, in suspense: and the word in the 
original is one word; the same which denotes 
a substance hovering in the air or fluctuating 
upon the waters, as opposed to that which has 
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a sure support and standing-place on the firm 
and solid earth. There are many persons in 
every age, it may "be certainly in our own 
whose whole life is passed in this balancing, 
floating, wavering state of mind as to the truth 
of God, as to the revelations of the Bible. 

And there are some things about which sus- 
pense is at least harmless. In early life, more 
particularly, a promiscuous positiveness is as 
unchristian as it is unpleasing. A man who 
is sure about everything may be suspected of 
having proved 'nothing. It is always easy to 
borrow opinions in the gross from other men; 
always easy to take what is called a party line,' 
to adopt the views of a book, a paper, a teacher, 
or a school, and thenceforward to see with an- 
other's eyes and speak with another's tongue. 
This saves much trouble; enables an inferior 
mind to wear the plumes of a superior ; pre- 
cludes the necessity of much anxious thought, 
and (what is in itself no small comfort to the 
weak) secures to us companions if not followers. 
We see too much of this also in our days. It 
is the abuse of decision, as. the other is the 
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abuse of enquiry. It is the precipitation of un-- 
scrupttlousness, at best of weakness ; sometimes 
it is the indication of a radical unsoundness of 
character, or the awkward disguise of a deep 
latent scepticism. 

It is not amiss to be in suspense about some 
things even in religion : it is not well to be posi- 
tive about everything even in matters of duty. 
Our Lord would have every man to be well per- 
suaded in his own mind, not in another's. And 
well persuaded in his own mind a man cannot 
be without thought and without examination : 
I might almost say, without having once ques- 
tioned, if not doubted. To take a thing for 
granted more especially if it be one of those 
highest things of all, in which man lives is 
not to exercise faith, but to indulge credulity. 

All these things it is right to say, in order 
to prevent a serious misuse of the great prin- 
ciple laid down in the text. The text does not 
forbid enquiry, and the text does not encourage 
presumption. But this surely it says to us, It 
is ill for a man to live in suspense as to the 
essentials of the Gospel. "We admit that 
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there may "be whole provinces and regions 
of thought into which it is not necessary for 
every man to enter. We admit that there 
may be verses and chapters of the Bible, 
statements of fact and statements of doctrine, 
which have been variously interpreted by 
various minds, and as to the true meaning of 
which a man may without injury to his soul 
live and die in suspense. But we strongly and 
earnestly protest against the carrying of this 
concession into the fundamental doctrines of the 
Gospel. There are truths which to reject is to 
refuse to eat the bread, to breathe the air, to see 
the light, which God has given for the life of 
man's soul. There are truths which to doubt 
is to dispense with, and which to dispense with 
is to deny. Of such a nature is, above all 
others for I will go at once to the root of the 
matter the Scriptural doctrine of the person 
and work of our Lord Jesus Christ. Is Jesus 
Christ the Son of God ? Is He one with the 
Father ? Did He come from God and return 
to God? Did He bear my sins in such sense 
that for His sake all sin can be forgiven ? Is 
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He now alive? Does he hear prayer? Has 
He all power in heaven and in earth? Does 
God for His sake give His Holy Spirit to 
them that ask Him? Do the Gospels con- 
tain a true record of His life and of His death, 
and the Gospels and Epistles a faithful account 
of His teaching? Did Christ in a true and real 
sense bring to us a revelation? not a mere 
repetition, with more or less of added force and 
clearness, of the conclusions of reason or of the. 
instincts of conscience ; but something which 
He knew because He came down from heaven, 
something which was His as it is not ours, 
something which God sends and by which God 
will judge ? It is quite evident that the ques- 
tion of faith or suspense upon these topics is a 
question, literally, of vital moment. A man 
who believes these things will live in one way, 
and a man who is in suspense about them must 
live in another way. For I speak not to those 
who call nothing life but its outward acts: 
those who hear me all recognize a life which 
has its spring within, and feel that it is in its 
relations to God above that its workings to- 
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wards man Ibelow find their motive and tlieir 
value. And therefore I say here, without doubt 
of its acceptance, that a man who believes in 
Christ as the Son of God, as the Propitiation 
for sin, as the living Saviour, as the Eevealer 
of God, as the Giver of the Spirit, not only 
ought to live, but must and will live, quite 
differently from the man who is in suspense 
about Him in all or in some of these particulars. 
It is not that the former has done with enquiry : 
it is not that he blindly accepts even what the 
best of men tell him as to the meaning of 
Christ's words : it is not that he thinks himself 
debarred from the freest examination of the' 
credentials of each item of doctrine, or of the 
text or the authorship or the circumstances of 
the passage or of the book itself in which that 
particular doctrine is supposed to be contained. 
But the difference between him and the other, 
in these respects, is, that the one does and the 
other does not enquire and examine as a be- 
liever ; as one who only waits to be sure that 
his Lord has spoken, and spoken certainly this 
and not that, before he receives into his mind 
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and into his soul that revelation which he has 
thus tried and certified. 

Nor is it, I must Tbeg you to observe, that 
even the great central and essential truth of all 
has Tbeen accepted blindly or credulously. There 
are doubtless those and happiest of all men 
are they who have been nurtured from their 
childhood not only in the admonition but in the 
faith of Christ ; who know not when they first 
began to believe, because faith has been in them 
like the shining light which shineth gradually 
more and more unto the perfect day. Shall we 
call even this a credulous or a blind persuasion? 
Great as are the intellectual credentials of the 
Gospel, there is a greater still than they ; and 
that is, the satisfaction of the heart in it, and 
the power of it upon the life : show us the man 
who has been made what he is, in all kindliness 
and truthfulness and diligence and purity, by 
growing up in the faith of Christ, and we will 
welcome him as one who has the soundest and 
surest of all reasons for believing, nay, as one 
who not only has, but in turn is, a sufficient 
proof of the truth and of the greatness and of 
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the risen life of Jesus. That man -does not 
believe blindly. He, above others, can tell 
whom and why he has believed. We may well 
envy him his evidences. But another, who 
lacks these, or possesses them less perfectly, 
may yet have had his own. There are those 
we thank God for it who have come to faith 
later, but by a way sure and certain, though 
less peaceful and perhaps more circuitous. 
There are those the history of this University 
is full of such examples who, amidst the mani- 
fold workings of intellectual life within at the 
opening of manhood, have found it necessary to 
entertain the greatest question of all, not only 
in the form, What must they do to be saved ? 
but rather perhaps in another shape, What is 
truth, eternal truth, Divine truth? has God 
indeed spoken in anything save conscience ? is 
there a Revelation, and, if there be, what says 
it ? And out of these first questionings, honestly 
entertained and earnestly grappled with, there 
has arisen a conviction not to be shaken again 
for ever, that in deed and in truth the Word of 
Revelation (as we possess it) is no cunningly- 

D-2 



.86 SUSPENSE. 

devised fable ; that in it there is the true mes- 
sage, disclosing the true Messenger; that He 
to whom every line points, even in places where 
it names Him not, is the very light and life of 
man, and that he who follows Him shall not 
abide and shall never walk in darkness. set 
this man set either of these two men in con- 
trast with the man still in suspense ; and who 
does not exclaim, Let me live his life let me 
die his death ? 

I know that the other may be a pleasing 
man: his very deficiency is, as man judges, 
half a virtue. Suspense in matters of religion 
begins oftentimes in a mere excess of candour. 
There is so much to be said on loth sides of 
everything. All evidence is so doubtful: all 
motives are so mixed: all conduct is such a 
compound: it is so difficult to arrive at certainty 
in, things ancient, in things resting on written 
testimony, in things largely mingled with 
miracle, in things involving suspensions of or- 
dinary laws by Divine interference and inter- 
position. It may le true: I hojje, even more 
than I fear, that it may le true. I admire the 
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character of Christ: I love His tenderness to- 
wards human infirmity, His condescension to- 
wards the young, the ignorant, and the sinful, 
His unwearied patience, His holiness of life, His 
expansive and inexhaustible charity. Perhaps 
He was more than this: perhaps there was 
something in His death beyond the mere ex- 
ample. Yes, I can imagine something of a 
propitiation, something of a sacrifice : not a sub- 
stitution, but still something which human lan- 
guage, in its necessary imperfection, might style 
a mediation and an atonement. Yes, it may 
be so: sometimes I can almost trust in it. 
But, on the whole, it is safer perhaps to take 
a slightly different ground: I will rely upon 
God^s mercy : I will hope that He who made 
us made not so many of us for nought : I will 
cherish the hope that, if I do my lest, if I am 
kind and generous and serviceable to others, 
if I do what I can to live a good life, if I am 
a useful member of society, and if I look, all 
along, to God's providence and protection and 
guidance and mercy, all will be well toith me 
at the last ; I may lay me down in peace and 
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take my rest; I will enjoy God's gifts, and 
trust Him with the future. 

Thoughts such as these, my brethren, are 
the religion of many : they are their best 
thoughts. Suffer the word of exhortation. Is 
this quite the language of the Bible ? A few 
phrases from the Bible are mixed up in it : but 
open that book does it seem quite to sanction 
this easy, this confiding view of life ? Does it 
hang well together with, Strive to enter in at 
the strait gate; for many, I say unto you, will 
seek to enter in, and shall not le able f No, such 
views may be the religion of a shut Bible, but 
they are not the religion of a Bible opened: 
God give us all something better than that to 
live by and to die with ! 

Suspense as to the essentials of faith is a 
state always of spiritual indolence. Not indeed 
if it be the involuntary suspense of a man 
eagerly seeking light; doubting in earnest; 
that is, doubting only till he can find his way, 
and honestly asking it. Out of such suspense 
there may well grow full decision. And, even 
while it lasts, God and His angels may be 
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spectators and helpers of the conflict : over such 
doubting there may soon be joy in heaven. 
.But I speak of the man who acquiesces in sus- 
pense. I speak of that state in which a man, 
willingly or else through mere carelessness, goes 
on through a whole period of life, perhaps 
through the whole of life, doubting without 
questioning; cherishing without resolving his 
difficulties; taking a candid view (as it is called) 
of each point presented to him, without feeling 
that life and death may hang, for him, upon the 
issue. How sadly, how painfully, does it fall 
upon the ear of a Christian man, to hear matters 
touching the very life of souls discussed in 
common society in the midst and in the tone 
of politics or of scandals ! to see the precious 
casket of Divine truth passed from hand to 
hand for trivial or jesting comment, as though 
within it were no perfume of life unto life or 
else of death unto death ! What an indication 
of the utter absence of vigour and earnest- 
ness is that condition of suspense not of hos- 
tility to the Gospel, not of total unbelief, but 
just of suspense in which so large a part 
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of our generation lives, we must fear, and 

dies ! 

In particular, let me say that a state of 
suspense in religion must necessarily be a pray- 
erless life. That your pray&rs be not hindered 
is given in Scripture as a motive for living in 
peace one with another : is it not a just motive 
also for terminating the suspense of faith ? How 
shall they call, asks the Apostle, on Him in whom 
they have not believed f He that cometh to God, 
another Scripture says, must believe that He is. 
We may be quite sure that a man who neither 
has made, nor is engaged in making, his de- 
cision as to the true person and work and will of 
his Saviour, is a man who knows nothing of the 
power and of the grace of prayer. If he hates 
his suspense, if he is ashamed of it, if he feels 
its irksomeness and (indeed we may say it) its 
bondage, then probably he does attempt prayer: 
he kneels down at the accustomed times, and 
with many wanderings and many stragglings 
asks for the accustomed things, for forgiveness 
and help, using the accustomed names for Him 
to whom, and for Him through whom, and for 
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Him for whom, Christians are wont to pray: 
but, alas, how poor, himself being the judge, 
is the thing thus performed ! how dry and bar- 
ren the ground beneath him, how dull and dark 
the heaven above ! yea, even as it is written, 
so may it be said of him, Thou, God, hast 
covered Thyself with a cloud, that his prayers 
should not pass through ! More often, as about 
other things, so about prayer itself, he is still in 
suspense ; thinks it a pleasing and a soothing 
custom, admits its salutary reaction upon the 
person who prays, but is careful to remind both 
others and himself that it is irrational to sup- 
pose that prayer can affect the Divine counsels, ' 
and finds, according to the invariable rule of 
God's spiritual procedure, that, what he himself 
expects not, he himself does not receive. 

My brethren, if in any of the words used to 
describe this condition there has been aught of 
coldness or of harshness, be well assured that 
it has been most involuntary. No one, I should 
imagine, who at all knows himself certainly 
no one who knows anything of Christ can 
view the state indicated without much of sym- 
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patliy as well as much of sadness. And when 
our ears have been vexed with any of those 
clamorous and indiscriminating revilings by 
which religious zeal is too ready to overbear 
all freedom of thought or speech on matters of 
Christian doctrine, we find ourselves turning 
almost with refreshment to one of those candid 
minds which seem incapable of sweeping judg- 
ments, balance nicely conflicting arguments, and 
express themselves, even with regard to essen- 
tial truths, in a tone of caution and almost of 
hesitation. More especially is this the case in 
youth : a generous impulse drives men at that 
age to the defence of the assailed ; and it is 
well if, in their just abhorrence of unfairness 
and intolerance, they forget not sometimes to 
distinguish between the Gospel as it speaks 
in Scripture and the Gospel as it is misused 
by man. At such times there is an aggravated 
danger of suspense about the truth. At such 
times it is doubly necessary that we be re- 
minded of the distinction between candour and 
indifference, and urged to take heed lest, in 
holding the truth in reason and speaking the 
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truth in love, we be ceasing to hold it in de- 
cision and to speak it in power. 

I probably address some to-day, who, if 
the language employed has not entirely failed 
of impression, are conscious that they, they 
themselves, are of doubtful mind, as the text 
expresses it are in a state of fluctuation 
and suspense as to the word and work, 
the person and authority, of our Lord and 
Saviour. 

To such I would say, first of all, Never 
allow yourselves to acquiesce in this state. If 
it is yours, admit it : but never rest in it ; and, 
let me add, as a hint not without its use, never 
take credit for it.- Never allow yourself .to 
be thought well of for a candour of which the 
two largest ingredients may be indolence and 
cowardice. Yes, I repeat the word cowardice : 
the worst sort of cowardice: fear of conse- 
quences; fear of that to which decision of doubts 
might possibly summon you in the way either 
of opinion or of conduct. Do not for one mo- 
ment regard it as a fit state for a responsible 
and immortal being to be living in, to be prac- 
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tically uncertain whether he has a Saviour, or 
where, if so, He is to be found. 

And next I would say, Face your difficulties. 
Be not timid towards them. Some men deal 
with religious doubt as some men deal witli 

^ 

bodily disease : they dare not ascertain it ; they 
had rather let it gather strength by delay than 
submit it to that treatment which if taken in 
time will certainly heal. Be not ye thus un- 
wise. Bring your mind to account. Take the 
measure of your difficulties. As you examine 
them, some will disappear. Eegister the rest. 
Put them by. Three months hence, when you 
look at them again, they will be fewer. But, 
whatever you do, let them not gather strength 
by your timidity. Give them not the added 
importance of mystery. Force them to a reck- 
oning. See how large they are, or how small. 
Make them produce their witnesses. And then 
listen to counter-evidence. If there are some 
objections to belief, are there none to unbelief? 
In particular, I would urge you to a decision 
with reference to the great question of all. Mi- 
nor matters can wait. Even some doctrines of 
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the Gospel, in the state of mind now referred 
to, can wait, and with advantage. But the 
great question of all waits not, or waits only 
with infinite risk. Who and what is Jesus 
Christ ? That question must be answered. If 
He is what Christians think him, I ought to 
be making use of Him every day. Each prayer 
that ignores Him, each day in which prayer 
through Him is silent, is an affront to God, on 
the supposition that He is. Settle that ques- 
tion. You can do so as well now as at any 
future day ; and the present only is your own. 
Other men have had to do this before you; have 
had to do it, and have done it, at your present 
time of life, by careful and earnest thought, de- 
finitely, decisively, and for ever. Even so do 
ye. Balance the question, and strike the balance. 
Remember, in many things we are compelled to 
act, and to believe too, upon less than abso- 
lute certainty: be not unreasonable in your 
demands : God gives proof enough, but He re- 
lieves us not, in this world, from the necessity 
of using what He gives, of putting it together, 
of pondering it, of trying it well by study and 
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reflection, and of forming a judgment upon it 
on the whole. Bemember too, certainty, assur- 
ance, conviction, grows, like other things, by 
use : act now, believe now, upon a balance of 
judgment, and by degrees you will advance 
from belief to knowledge. Then shall I know, 
even as also I am known. 

Lastly, if you be a man in suspense about 
the Gospel, be the more resolute to be practi- 
cal. Do not nurse your doubts in a meditative 
seclusion. Carry them out. Let yours be an 
active life. Go and visit the poor. See what 
life is, and what its real wants are. Observe 
for yourself what a needy, suffering man re- 
quires for his soul's comfort; what a dying man 
requires to carry him through the dark valley. 
You will learn more of theology there in an 
hour than in the learned studies and medita- 
tions of a year. And, if the state of your reli- 
gious convictions is not yet perhaps such as 
to make it honest for you, or possible, to offer 
instruction in these things to the ignorant, or 
consolation from these sources to the suffering, 
then turn to the body: pity disease, relieve 
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pain, give to the hungry: try to make some 
abode of poverty less wretched, some bed of 
sickness less desolate: and thank God when, 
by any means private or public by your own 
unaided exertion, or through some charitable 
Institution like that for which I ask your alms 
this day 1 He enables you, even in one in- 
stance, to imitate the work of Him who upon 
earth went about doing good, and of whom it 
is written that, in every sense, bodily, mental, 
or spiritual, in which the words can be uttered, 
Himself took our infirmities, and bare our sick- 
nesses. 

1 A Collection was made after this Sermon in aid of 
the Funds of Addenbrooke's Hospital. 

SUNDAY AFTER ASCENSION DAT. 
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SERMON III. 
THE SEVEN SPIRITS OF GOD. 

KEVELATION IY. 5. 

And there were seven lamps of fire burning be- 
fore the throne, which are the seven Spirits 
of God. 

ATHKONE was set in Heaven, and One 
sat upon it whose glory was above the 
"brightness of gold and precious stone. Around 
the throne there was a rainbow, the emblem of 
the Divine faithfulness, and especially of that 
clear shining after rain by which God re- 
freshes the oppressed spirit of His storm-tossed 
Church on earth. In orderly position are ranged 
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around the throne four and twenty seats; and 
upon the seats are four and twenty elders sit- 
ting, clothed in the white robes of priesthood, 
and wearing on their heads kingly crowns. 
These are the representatives of God's Church 
of all time; Patriarchal, Israelite, Christian. 
They are assembled in council around the 
throne of Grod, because the matter in hand 
affects the fortunes of the Church with which 
they are one. Out of the throne proceed light- 
nings and thunders and voices; premonitions 
of a coming judgment upon a resisting and 
persecuting world. And there were seven lamps 
of fire burning before the throne, which, are the 
seven Spirits of God. Even as we read in the 
opening verses of this Divine Book, Grace be 
unto you and peace from Him which is and was 
and is to come ; and from the seven Spirits 
which are before His throne ; and from Jesus 
Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn of the 
dead, and the Prince of the Jcinffs of the earth. 

I endeavoured last Sunday, speaking (as it 
is our office to speak) in the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, to urge you to a decision regarding 
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Him. If He be Christ, follow Him. If He 
be come from God, and if He be gone to God; 

V 

if He brought us a living and life-giving mes- 
sage from Him who made us; if He died for 
our sins and rose again for our justification; if 
He ascended into heaven, and is now alive 
there, and shall come again to be the Judge of 
quick and dead; then, you were reminded, it 
must be above all things necessary that we 
deal with. Him and with God on this basis: if 
the denial of Him be, as in this case it must 
be, the refusal of salvation, so must suspense 
concerning Him, a perpetual halting and ba- 
lancing between two opinions regarding Him, 
be the postponement of salvation, with such 
possible risks and such certain dangers as the 
living without a realized and ascertained sal- 
vation must involve or threaten. It was pressed 
upon you, that, however unpleasing and how- 
ever unchristian may be a promiscuous posi- 
tiveness as to all matters alike whether of faith 
or duty; however beautiful a spirit of consi- 
deration towards the opinions of others, .or of 
candour in forming and, if necessary, reforming 
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our own; there must yet Ibe a limit to the inde- 
cision which may spring out of this virtue; a 
limit in extent, a limit in duration, a limit, 
above all, in practice. We must not allow, in 
reference to essentials, a suspense which may 
do no harm in things unessential. If we allow 
it in ourselves for a time, even with regard to 
essentials, it must be not because we are doubt* 
ing but because we are enquiring; doubting in 
earnest, and taking the proper means to turn 
doubt into decision. We mast not demand, all 
at once, such a certainty of demonstration in 
regard to things heavenly as God scarcely ever 
allows to us as to things earthly. We must 
not delay to act, in the way of prayer, of trust, 
or of confession, until a degree of conviction is 
granted to us, which to Wait for in matters of 
common life would be a ridiculous or a suicidal 
folly. Happy are they and every one of us 
might, by God's blessing, if he would, be 
among them who have so satisfied themselves 
as to the claim of Jesus Christ to our reverent 
faith and love as the one Saviour of sinners, 
that henceforth in all their conflicts they may 

E 2 
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war in His name, in all their temptations may- 
resist in His strength, and in all their examU 
nations (which they need not shrink from) of 
His Word of wisdom and revelation, may en- 
quire, not apart from but in Him, not as spec- 
tators but as believers, asking whether and 
what He has spoken, not whether, if He has 
spoken, that which He says be false or true. 
Thy word is tried to the uttermost: and Thy 
servant lovetli it. 

To-day, my brethren, the occasion invites 
us to take one onward step in the same direc- 
tion; to receive into our hearts the second and 
completive revelation of the Gospel ; that which 
tells us of the Holy and Blessed Spirit, whom 
our Saviour promised to send to His disciples 
that He might abide in them as their light and 
their Guide for ever. 

Seven lamps of fire, which are the seven 
Spirits of God. No difficulty has ever, so far 
as I am aware, occurred to any one in the in- 
terpretation of this figure. It is obvious that 
by the seven Spirits of God is to be understood 
the one Holy Spirit of. God in His sevenfold, 
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that is, in His manifold, operations. There 
are diversities of gifts, St Paul says, as though 
to preclude any possibility of misapprehension, 
but the same Spirit. And then, after enumer- 
ating various specific workings of the Holy 
Spirit ; gifts of wisdom and knowledge, of faith 
and healing, of miracles and prophecy, of dis- 
cerning of spirits, of speaking or interpreting 
divers kinds of tongues, lie adds, But all these 
worketh that one and the selfsame Spirit, di- 
viding to every man severally as He will. The 
seven Spirits of God are the one Spirit of God 
in communication and diffusion! 

And in this respect the vision now "before 
us is essentially a New Testament revelation* 
Micaiah, like St John, saw the Lord sitting 
upon His throne, and all the host of heaven 
standing by Him on His right hand and on 
His left But Micaiah. saw not the seven lamps 
of fire burning before the throne, any more than 
he beheld the Lamb as it had been shin receivr 
ing the adorations of saints and angels. Isaiah, 
like St John, saw the Lord sitting upon a 
throne, high . and lifted up, His train filling 
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the temple, and the Seraphim crying one to 
another, Holy, Holy, Holy, is the Lord of hosts: 
the whole earth is full of His glory. But Isaiah 
saw not. the seven lamps of fire burning before 
the throne, nor the Lamb having those seven 
eyes, which are the seven Spirits of God sent 
forth into all the earth. These revelations were 
first opened on that great day of Pentecost 
which the Church of God commemorates year 
by year, at this season, as the day, if not of 
her birth, yet of her baptism. 

And the text, as well as the day, calls upon 
us to regard the variety of those gifts, the 
largeness of that diffusion, the diversity of those 
operations, which have made this holy season 
memorable. Both alike remind us how manir 
fold is the Spirit's working, not only in those 
acts of original creation and of periodical re-> 
novation of which the Old Testament might 
witness j telling how, when the earth was with- 
out form and void, and darkness was upon the 
face of the deep, the Spirit of God moved upon 
the face of the waters, and brought out of chaos 
itself order and light; or how, as God takes 
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away the breath of one generation of His crea- 
tures, so that they die and are turned again to 
their dust, He yet repairs the desolation by 
sending forth His Spirit to create afresh, and 
thus renews, age after age, the face of the earth ; 
and not alone in that still future act of second 
creation, by which, in the fulness of time, He 
that raised up Christ from the dead shall also 
quicken the mortal bodies of His saints by the 
power of that Holy Spirit who on earth had 
dwelt in them ; not only in these things, which 
may be called, by comparison, material and cor- 
poreal agencies, testifying rather of the omni- 
potence than of the grace of the Divine Spirit ; 
but also, still more, in those provinces which 
are wholly spiritual, influences exercised strictly 
by mind on mind, by heart on heart, and by 
spirit on spirit, in all of which we may see, or 
we may refuse to see, the hand of God, and 
.with regard to every one of which we have 
.great need to remember the solemn warning, 
that the manifestation of the Spirit is given to 
every man to profit withal, 

j. We shall none of us forget the common 
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but important distinction between the Spirit's 
gifts and the Spirit's graces. We learn from 
the records of Scripture, that the two might be 
severed. St Paul himself recognizes the pos- 
sibility of a man speaking all the tongues of 
men and of angels by a supernatural inspira- 
tion ; of his having the gift of prophecy, of his 
understanding all mysteries and all knowledge, 
yes, of his having all faith so that he could 
remove mountains; and yet being destitute of 
that one grace of charity or Christian love, 
without which, in the decisions of the last day, 
he must be declared to have possessed nothing 
and to have been nothing. And thus we are 
led not to refuse the name of spiritual gifts to 
many powers and endowments which yet bear 
no certain mark of spiritual graces. Many a 
gift in the early days of the Church, many a 
gift in our own days, never passes into a grace 
by the heart-transforming presence of the Holy 
Spirit. And yet we must not deny to these 
untransformed, unilluminated, unimproved en- 
dowments, the title of gifts. It is in the very 
fact of their being gifts, that we see the- chief 
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feproof of their not having been made graces. 
And it is in the refusal to recognize them as 
gifts that we see the chief reason why they 
have not been graces also. If we would only 
view all that we have and all that we are, by 
nature, or by position, or by opportunity, as 
coming from God just as truly as ever gift of 
healing or of prophesying or of speaking with 
tongues came from Him in the first days of 
the Gospel, then we should have surmounted 
the greatest obstacle of all to our having life 
and heart and soul pervaded and penetrated by 
the effectual grace of the Divine Spirit. 

Who, my brethren, can stand in this con- 
gregation on this great festival of Whit Sunday, 
and not feel his heart stirred within him by 
the thought of spiritual gifts unexampled in 
variety, waiting only for the breath of their, 
Author to turn them all into spiritual graces? 
And who that has gone out from among yoUj 
long years ago, into the battle-field of his gene- 
ration; has felt in himself, and marked in 
others, wants and incapacities now never to be 
supplied, but which might have been supplied 
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had he or they foreseen them and provided for 
them while they were as you are now; can 
refrain from pressing upon you with the ear- 
nestness of one who knows what he says, and 
with the sadness too of one who must expect 
.by many to be unheeded, the greatness of your 
present opportunities and the weight of your 
present responsibilities? When we see what 
the world is suffering every day from the want 
or the abuse of those gifts which are poured so 
largely upon each passing generation of students 
in this place; when we think what each one of 
you might be and might do towards infusing a 
healing and a saving element into the too bitter 
waters of our national and social life ; and then 
think of the countless temptations which sur- 
round you to neglect or trifle with these powers 
just at the time when, if ever, they should all be 
in process of their last gathering and bracing and 
practising for their great and glorious and life- 
long use ; we cannot but feel that a necessity is 
laid upon us of turning aside from all matters. of 
theory or abstract doctrine, that we may .speak 
of things altogether practical, in which the prer 
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sent life will find its efficiency, and the life of 
eternity the recompence of its reward. 

Out of the multitude of those endowments 
which are to us, in some sense, what the super- 
natural gifts of the Spirit were to the first ge- 
neration of the disciples, I will select two, the 
most obvious of all, for special mention; the 
gift of knowledge, and the gift of influence. 

(i) The gift of knowledge. It is not in this 
place that we need apprehend a disparagement, 
much less a dread, of knowledge, in its bearing 
upon God's service. There have indeed been 
those in all times who have looked upon human 
knowledge as a hindrance rather than a help to 
Divine illumination. But these persons will 
not probably be found in the, congregation now 
.assembled. We have more to fear in this place 
from other .and very different influences. The 
pursuit of knowledge is far oftener checked by 
the attractions of present pleasure, by the con- 
flicting force of indolence, or amusement, or 
excitement, than by the apprehension of its 
exercising an evil influence upon faith or spiri- 
tuality or devotion. We may boldly assert 
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here that knowledge itself, of whatever kind, 
in whatever field, is a gift of Grod, yes, a 
gift of the Spirit. It is not from excess of 
human knowledge, but for want of it, that any 
error creeps into or maintains itself in the 
Church of Christ. Terribly is the Church suf- 
fering now from the want of more men of 
knowledge. We want among the ministers, 
and we want among the members, of our own 
beloved Church, an extent and a height of 
intellectual attainment which might bravely 
advance to the charge whenever a science falsely 
so called arrays itself in antagonism to the 
faith. It is not by disparaging intellect, it is 
not by setting up faith against reason, it is 
not by calling men to forbear enquiry or to 
mortify the understanding, that the work of 
Christ will ever be done in this age. And it is 
high treason against the majesty of Eevelation 
to utter or to echo any such cry. Rather should 
we demonstrate that the reasonings of infidelity 
are false in their premises or illogical in their 
conclusions, than allow any one to say of us 
that we. would .stifle their exercise by denying 
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their right of entrance into the field which they 
desecrate. The world which looks on not the 
world of fashion only, which treats the whole 
matter as one of a thousand transitory excite- 
ments, but the world too of practical men, 
desiring to judge fairly of the thing which is 
true, and the world of working men also, strong 
oftentimes in natural acuteness, but easily mis- 
led by a smattering (all that they can get) of 
intellectual information demands of us, not 
that we silence, but that we answer, assertions 
made against the Gospel. And that world, 
in all its parts, judges unfavourably of the 
Gospel, if it finds clamour where it looks for 
argument, or sees the thunders of authority 
appealed to instead of a reason for the hope 
that is in us calmly rendered. Therefore it is 
that I call knowledge, in these times at all 
events, a spiritual gift. Not necessarily a grace, 
but a gift, of the Spirit ; a gift demanding cul- 
tivation, and a gift for the use of which God 
will judge. 

I cannot exaggerate the sense which clerical 
life, and not least parochial life, inspires, of the 
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importance of that power of just and conclusive 
reasoning which the studies of this University 
are especially designed to foster. At this mo- 
ment the Church is waiting for some gifted in- 
tellect to show itself, capable of dealing firmly 
and thoroughly with a very peculiar phase of 
her history. Much has to be done to unravel 
and to disentangle; much to disengage truth 
from error, proof from assertion, argument from 
sentiment ; there is need of candour and pati- 
ence ; there is need of skill and discrimination ; 
there is need of knowledge old and new; 
scientific knowledge, historical knowledge, hu- 
man knowledge; knowledge of facts, know- 
ledge of books, knowledge of language, and 

knowledge of man; there is need of a grand 



superiority to prejudice and passion, to self- 
interest and personal results there is not need 
of common-place repetitions, still less of angry 
retorts or popular declamations if the Gospel 
of the grace of God is to be cleared once again, 
as it has been cleared in their time by heroic 
men of the past, from doubts and difficulties, 
from suspicions and misgivings, which some 
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persons think it a duty to suggest and to dis- 
seminate, and which others are at once too frank 
to ignore and too unlearned to dissipate. 

Would to God, my brethren, that out of 
this University there might come forth, as the 
result of present controversies, one of those 
gigantic works of imperishable renown, which, 
like the "Analogy of Religion" may furnish 
a whole century that comes after with un- 
answerable reasons for believing ! Such works, 
I know, are not born in a day : but I can con- 
ceive no stronger motive for well and carefully 
cultivating that gift of knowledge which God 
vouchsafes to this place, than the hope that a' 
training of the intellect, so vigorous and so pro- 
found, might issue in the accomplishment of 
some definite enterprise, noble in its influence 
upon the Church of the future, fruitful in its 
present satisfaction of minds and hearts and 
souls. 

And shall I be thought to enter too much 
into particulars not suitable to this occasion, 
if I venture to add how great in its oppor- 
tunities for good is the gift of knowledge in its 
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application to language? If reasoning has a 
special work assigned to it at this time in the. 
economy of God; the reasoning of refutation, 
and the reasoning also of construction ; so also, 
and scarcely less, has interpretation. When 
will the office of interpreting the Word of God 
have ceased, "being fulfilled? Be assured, ray 
brethren, that in that one department, if it were 
.the only one, every power which the classical 
discipline here offered to you can communicate 
will find its ample scope, its rich reward. Those 
>of you, more especially, who are destined for 
the profession of ministers of Christ, will find 
daily satisfaction, daily illumination, in the 
accurate and indefatigable study of the Greek 
Testament. Be not afraid to bring to that 
study every equipment of classical knowledge. 
It will all be serviceable. Habits of investi- 
gation acquired, principles of interpretation 
formed, in long months and years of school and 
college training, will, under God's blessing, and 
with constant prayer for His guiding light, 
carry you oftentimes straight to the mark which 
,else you would have missed, and enable you 
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to make interesting, and to make convincing, 
and to make satisfying, to your hearers, those 
glorious revelations which would else have 
fallen from your lips tame and lifeless, because 
superficially learned, traditionally accepted, or 
conventionally uttered. Thus will you become 
wise to win souls, because your own soul has 
first been immediately taught of God. 

(3) But for commoner positions, and for a 
larger portion therefore of this congregation, 
there is a gift yet more important speaking still 
of gifts, not of graces even than that of know- 
ledge. I briefly designated it as the gift of 
influence. There is not one of us who does 
not, in a greater or in a less degree, possess 
that. There are those here present, as there 
have been in past generations of this Uni- 
versity, who possess that gift in a more than 
ordinary measure. God, in the original assign- 
ment of His talents, has given largely to some 
men what is called the power of pleasing, of 
attracting, of influencing others. Their society 
is sought, their presence felt, their friendship 
prized. They are not always the most intel- 

F 
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lectual, the most able, the most powerful, of 
their contemporaries. But there is a spell and 
a charm about them. Without their will, 
sometimes even against their will, they draw 
others to them, and they carry others with them. 
What they say is thought, what they wish is 
done. The society in which they live catches 
their tone and echoes their sentiments. My 
"brethren, have you ever stopped to reflect that 
this too is one of the gifts of the Spirit? More 
powerful, more magical, in its effects, than the 
primeval gift of discerning spirits or of speak- 
ing with tongues; not, like them, a sign to 
wondering bystanders, but an energy and a 
spell exercised upon those of your own house- 
hold and your own circle ; have you ever asked 
yourselves, How, and for whom, am I using 
this stewardship of God's treasures? Is any 
one the better for my being what I am; for 
my living with him, or for his admiring and 
loving me ? 

2. There were seven lamps of Jire burning 
before the throne, which are the seven Spirits of 
God. The Holy Spirit, whose descent upon 
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the Church of Christ we this day commemorate, 
is manifold in His working. It is He, the 
Scriptures tell us, who stirred creation itself 
into vitality: it is He, the Scriptures tell us, 
who perpetually renews the perpetual waste 
of life: it is He too who distributes amongst 
men the gifts which distinguish and the fa- 
culties which ennoble them. Intellect and 
genius, vigour of thought and beauty of dis- 
position, the power to know and the power 
to influence, all are of Him : He divides of 
these things to every man severally as He will. 
But this distribution of the material must not 
be confounded with the completion of the work.' 
The altar is built, the wood laid in order, the 
victim provided and prepared for the sacrifice : 
what yet remains? The fire must still fall 
from heaven, to kindle the offering and to attest 
its acceptance. The gifts of the Spirit must 
become graces of the Spirit, or their very mul- 
titude will condemn and not save. 

And two things will occur to us, in this 
connection, as intimated not obscurely in the 
text. 

F 2 
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(i) The emblem of the Spirit is fire. I in- 
deed baptize you with water unto repentance... He 
shall 'baptize you with, the Holy Ghost and with 
fire. Seven lamps of fire burning... which are 
the seven Spirits of God. The true work of 
the Spirit may be known by this test. Fire 
enlightens: fire enlivens: fire warms and cheers: 
fire transforms and purifies. The work of the 
Spirit is no tame, dull, torpid, listless thing: 
there is a glow and a life in it. Nothing is so 
opposite to His characteristics as indolence, 
sluggishness, indifference. There may be a 
zeal which is not Christian ; a zeal about things 
altogether of the earth, or a zeal about hea- 
venly things not according to knowledge. But 
none the less is zeal essential to the Christian 
character, and its presence a sign (though by 
itself not decisive) of the presence of the Spirit, 
I fear that we sometimes forget this. There 
was a time when even the national character 
seemed to be losing something of its force and 
earnestness. Young men were beginning to be 
simply luxurious and self-indulgent : their very 
gait and tone was acquiring a listlessness most 
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un-English. Neither work nor play stimulated 
their energies : they affected to feel nothing as 
if it could either touch or rouse them. Then 
God sent upon us that sudden war, which 
showed by its effects that the fire of English 
manliness was not extinct if it was slumber- 
ing. Most invigorating was that time of sharp 
suffering ; invigorating scarcely more to those 
who went than to those who waited and watched 
at home. Many were the young men to whom 
that experience of peril and privation was not 
salutary only but (we may believe) saving; 
many those who returned from the war graver 
and wiser men ; not few those who passed 
through its strait gate into a sudden immortality 
of blessedness. And then, when that trial of 
war itself was ended, there came also, in no 
long time, of God's great mercy, not war, but 
rumours of wars : and that which had been in 
the former instance a brief, and might have 
been a transient stimulus, was turned into a 
standing, we hope a permanent and perpetual 
influence : a voluntary discipline was esta- 
blished, which has turned many a luxurious 
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trifler into a vigorous and self-denying soldier : 
and if which, we hope and pray if the 
special object of that new service should never 
be realized; if the peace of Europe can be 
broken again and again without breaking the 
peace of England; if invasion is a chimsera, and 
aggression upon as by us an idle dream ; still 
the apprehension of such dangers will have 
borne for us substantial fruit, and we shall be 
repaid for every outlay and for every sacrifice 
in the concentrated force of our loyalty, and the 
quickened fire of our patriotism. 

And yet, my brethren, God grant that these 
things may never themselves become a snare to 
us ! May they supplement, but may they never 
supplant, the special duties of this place ! May 
they never induce us to exalt in our estimate 
vigour of body above vigour of mind, or make 
us forget in the new zeal of soldiership our 
unaltered position as students preparing for the 
commoner, perhaps the less exciting, duties of 
social, professional, or public life! May it 
never be said of this place, that its interest in 
literature is less keen, or its zeal for know- 



THE SEVEN SPIRITS OF GOD. 71 

ledge less ardent! Above all, let us never 
forget that the fire of which the text speaks, the 
zeal which marks a Christian, is of heavenly 
origin and heavenly aim; a fire which is of 
God's Spirit, a zeal which is for God's house. 

There is ever need to say this, and not least 
now. I know that in all times youth has been 
light-hearted : this is itself one of God's gifts 
to the well-principled and pure-minded. And I 
know that in all times there have been but too 
many who were not so much light-hearted as 
giddy, thoughtless, and unstable. These things 
are not new. But we sometimes have to ask 
ourselves, whether in these days that light? 
heartedness which is itself a blessing does not 
oftener than of old pass on into frivolity ; whe- 
ther amongst our steadier and more promising 
students there is not a diminished earnestness 
in the pursuit of knowledge, and an increased 
addiction to desultory reading or to mere amuse- 
ment; whether there is not a greater fusion 
than was once thought desirable of the thought- 
ful and the thoughtless, of the religious and the 
irreligious; whether qualities which are not 
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wholly good, and which may run on into actual 
disorder and folly, are not too readily taken into 
companionship, if not into close friendship, "by 
those whose own purpose in life professes to be 
graver and more resolute; in short, whether 
that earnestness of mind, that vigour in acquir- 
ing information and in seeking truth, that try- 
ing and testing of principles of thought and 
action, which was once characteristic of the 
student's life of our men of mark and power, 
is not now less frequently discernible, and 
whether, in the same degree, we have not cause 
to be apprehensive of a diminution amongst us 
of that one sign at least of the Spirit's presence 
which is indicated in the Apocalyptic vision 
by the glow of the heavenly fire. God give us 
grace to ponder these questions, and to answer 
them, each for himself, in his secret heart! 

(2) And thus, finally, we shall remember 
that the seven lamps of fire which are the seven 
Spirits of God are ever burning before His 
throne. We have spoken of the variety of 
those gifts which have taken place, for us, of 
the supernatural gifts of the Church's first age. 
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But let us not forget that those gifts, if they 
are to avail us anything, must not only be 
kindled into graces by the Divine Spirit, but 
also exercised day by day as in the Divine 
presence. If any man speak, says an Apostle, 
let him speak as it were oracles of God : if any 
man study, we may add, let him study as in 
God's presence ; if any man have influence, let 
him use it as to God's glory : let no selfish aim 
intrude itself either here or there, turning power 
into pride, or knowledge into vanity. Let no 
man, in the one case or in the other, lay up 
treasure for himself, without being rich toward 
Gro.cl. Let none hoard his knowledge, so that' 
treasures of price untold shall die with him 
when he is gathered to his fathers. Let all 
that a man accumulates of wisdom and learning 
be made available as far as may be, by a gene- 
rous liberality, to the good of his generation 
and of generations yet to come. Let him re- 
gard knowledge as a sacred trust, as a gift of 
God's Spirit, to be laid out upon God's Church. 
Let his lamp burn before the throne ; trimmed 
and fed day by day with the consecrating oil 
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of grace and self-devotion. And so let it be 
with him to whom God has largely given of 
His own power of drawing and guiding and 
influencing souls. Shall He not visit for these 
things? Does He grant to any man these 
powers that they may "be expended upon vanity 
and self-pleasing? Nay, let him on whom 
they are bestowed live, more than other men, 
near the throne in heaven. Let him feel what 
it is to be charged (in its lesser degree) with 
that very function which the Holy and Eternal 
Spirit has appropriated as His own; the power 
of affecting judgments, of touching consciences, 
of swaying minds and ruling souls. 

There were seven lamps of fire horning before 
the throne, which are the seven Spirits of God. 
There were seen, it is written in the history of 
this day, parting themselves among them, tongues 
as of fire, and one of these rested upon each of 
them. Of His gifts have all we received ; in 
various degrees, but all in some degree; all, in 
comparison of others other ranks, other ages, 
other lands freely, liberally, largely. 0, my 
brethren, what indeed have we that we did not 
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receive? And what, the Psalmist asks, what 
shall we render $ Yes, he says, What reward 
shall I give unto the Lord for all His benefits 
that He hath done unto me? And he also 
answers that question: I will receive the cup of 
salvation, and call upon the name of the Lord. 
To render is to receive. To recognize the hand 
which gives. To see it "behind the veil which 
conceals from us things spiritual; to see it 
raised to bless, and to accept the blessing. To 
walk in the light, as He is in the light; the 
light of knowledge, the light of comfort, and 
the light of purity. To endure, as seeing Him 
who is invisible. To live because Christ lives, - 
and by virtue of a life hidden with Him in God. 
To live in the Spirit, and to walk in the Spirit. 
If we by God's grace realize, if we by God's 
grace seriously aim at, this life, the light which 
is above will be within us also, and the lamps 
which burn before the throne will shine also in 
our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of 
the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 

WHITSUNDAY, 

May 19, 1861. 



SEKMON IV. 
CHOICE OF PROFESSIONS. 

ACTS xxn. 10. 
What shall I do, Lord? 

E words are addressed to a Person, and 
-*- they ask of that Person the guidance of a 
life. The speaker, a moment ago, was travel- 
ling in hot haste from Jerusalem to Damascus, 
with an object full in view, and every energy 
of his soul bent on its accomplishment. Zeal- 
ous for God's honour, and believing it to be at 
stake; considering the new religion to be a 
dangerous error, and deeming no mode of ex- 
tirpation so effectual as that of vigorous per- 
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secution ; he has obtained from the chief priests 
authority to persecute, and carries with him a 
commission which will place at his command 
the liberty and the life of those who have pre- 
sumed to innovate upon the national faith. 
Such was the character, such the present mis- 
sion, of him whose words are before us. Not 
a character likely to be affected by idle imagi- 
nations or vain visions. Not a mission likely 
to terminate in its very opposite, or to be fol- 
lowed by a life spent in preaching the faith 
which as yet he is labouring to destroy. But 
one moment has upset and reversed all. A 
bright light from heaven, shining above and 
distinguishable from the blaze of a fiery Eastern 
sun; and then the voice of words; one grave 
question, mysterious in its source but resistless 
in its authority; a question proposed in a lan- 
guage of earth, but speaking of one persecuted 
in heaven; this has sufficed to change the 
whole course and current of a life; this has at 
once turned activity into prostration, zeal into 
fear, pride into abasement, and fury against 
others into anxiety for himself. I fell unto the 
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ground, and heard a voice saying unto me, Saul, 
Saul, why persecutest thou me? And I an- 
swered, Who art Thou, Lord? And He said 
unto me, 1 am Jesus of Nazareth, whom thou 
persecutest. And I said, What shall I do, 
Lord? And the Lord said unto me, Arise, 
and go into Damascus', and there it shall be 
told thee of all things which are appointed for 
thee to do. 

My "brethren, the more we reflect upon this 
marvellous history, the more real does it be- 
come to us, the more striking in its incidents, 
the more ample in its instruction for ourselves. 

We are assembled together on Trinity Sun- 
day; that great festival of our Church which 
sums up in one last commemoration all the 
scattered items of doctrine which have diver- 
sified thus far the course of the Christian year. 

\ 

Trinity Sunday is, in brief, the Festival of 
Kevelation. It gathers into one whole all that 
we have been taught of God; solemnly charges 
us to remember the primeval disclosure, The 
Lord our God is one Lord; warns us that we 
suffer not any diversity of operations to make 
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us lose sight of the unity of the Godhead; 
bids us be careful how we suffer in ourselves 
any such thought of mediation or of atonement, 
of grace or of inspiration, as might separate 
into three wills or three essences those Holy 
Persons, of the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Ghost, whom the Scriptures of truth every- 
where recognize and reveal; and yet, on the 
other hand, reminds us how necessary to the 
Christian's hope and to the Christian's life is 
a true faith in each one of these; how incom- 
plete and how formidable were the conception 
of a God who created, without the further dis- 
closure of a Divine Person who redeemed, and, 
of a Divine Person who sanctifies. Trinity 
Sunday is not, as some would make it, the 
commemoration of a formal doctrine, for which 
man has had to invent a term, and in which 
the life of the soul is scarcely interested or 
concerned. Bather is it the commemoration of 
the fulness of God, of the completeness of His 
work for us, of His nearness to us, of His mi- 
nute as well as boundless care and love toward 
us; that which fills up what else would be 
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most defective, that which combines -what else 
were most disjointed, brings into harmony con- 
flicting attributes, and gives distinctness and 
personality to the mysterious and the abstract. 
This it is which brings God home to us as a 
Father, and enables us, whenever and however 
far we have wandered, to say in our hearts 
with a resolute hope, I will arise and return. 
This it is which turns the character of Christ, 
and the example of Christ, and the sufferings 
of Christ, into a living and life-giving trust ; 
saying to us, He who lived for you, arid He 
who died, is in deed and in truth your Lord 
and your God. This it is which transforms 
the influence of the Spirit into the sympathy 
of a Person; of One who helps our prayers, 
strengthens our infirmities, is grieved with our 
sins, and glad when we are comforted. And 
this it is which, instead of leaving us with 
three separate agencies, binds them all for us 
into one; calls them, not Three, but, a Trinity; 
assures us that the will of the Saviour and the 
will of the Comforter is not less the will of 
the Father ; that the Father gave the Son be- 
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cause He loved us, and that the Father and 
the Son. will come to us in the Spirit and make 
an abode in us not as Three but as One. Tri- 
nity Sunday is the Festival of Eevelation; 
and Eevelation itself is the Eevelation, not of 
three Persons only, but of one God. 

And He it was, even this one God, speak- 
ing, as He always speaks, by the mouth of the 
everliving Saviour, before whom Saul of Tar- 
sus lay low upon the earth, and said, What 
shall I do, Lord? 0, my brethren, it is the 
thing which we need, every one of -us, to be 
able to look up to heaven and behold a Person 
there! to turn from a creed of lifeless abstrac- 
tions, and to receive in its stead the revelation 
of a living God ! to be able to say, not only, I 
believe in the omnipotence of God, in His eter- 
nity, in His holiness and justice and truth, but, 
I believe in God: not only, I believe in the 
incarnation of Christ, in His atonement, in His 
mediation and intercession, but, I believe in 
Jesus: not only, I believe in the influence of 
the Holy Spirit, in His operation, in His con- 
verting and quickening grace, but, I believe in 

G 
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the Holy Ghost! We want to be able to look 
up to heaven, and know that behind that screen, 
that veil, that cloud for it is nothing more 
there is One to whom we are something and 
who is something to us; One to whom we may 
speak, speak in the heart, and be sure that He 
hears; One of whom we may ask a question, 
and know that it will be answered; One to 
whom we may apply, and not doubt that He 
will help devote ourselves, and know that He 
accepts the, sacrifice. It is in this turning from 
the doctrine to the Person, in this sight of Him 
who is invisible, that the essence of conversion, 
and the power of spiritual life, really consists. 
Then at last may it be said of each one of us, 
as it was said, in the very crisis of his history, 
of him of whom the text tells us, Behold, he 
prayeth! For then, then at length, will prayer 
have become a power and a reality, being ad- 
dressed to One who is, and who is known, by 
one who wants, and who expects. 

What shall I do, Lord? The words are 
few, but they are significant and they are 
pregnant words. On St Paul's lips, at this 
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moment, they meant, / see my past life to 
have been, with all its propriety of conduct .and 
with all its seal for God, a folly and a mad- 
ness ; I see my boasted privileges a delusion, my 
treasured knowledge a lie ; I see that what I 
thought obedience was rebellion, and what I 
deemed a mortal sin was in truth the very will 
of God. And now, Lord, in this uprooting 
of all that was, be Thou my Guide into that 
which shall be : I know not teach Thou me- 
what is truth : I know not teach Thou me 
'what is duty: in this hour of confusion and utter 
darkness, be Thou the lamp .of my path, the light 
of my steps. Lord, what wilt Thou have me 
to do? 

And the same words had for him thence- 
forward a fresh meaning with every successive 
circumstance of life from his conversion to his 
martyrdom. We will not stay to trace it through 
changes in which St Paul was Tbut the type of 
all Christians. When the path of duty is "beset 
with unexpected difficulties, or when it seems 
to branch off, this way and that, in ambiguous 
directions ; then, again and again, has been 

G2 
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heard in every generation from a thousand 
hearts, the cry for guidance and for decision, 
What shall I do, Lord? And when at some 
new turn in life's journey it has become neces- 
sary to choose between conflicting claims, to do 
this and refuse that ; and the voice of conscience 
is indistinctly heard, and the arguments of the 
natural judgment evenly balanced, so that we 
know not how to walk and to please God in a 
conjuncture felt to be critical and big with con- 
sequences ; then too has the cry gone up, and 
never in vain from sincere and trusting hearts, 
into the ear of One not seen but loved, What 
shall I do, Lord? Lord, I am oppressed: 
undertake for mef 

My brethren, there is one question which 
presses heavily, or which ought to do so, at 
that point of life at which many members of this 
congregation stand to-day, There is one ques- 
tion which concerns, not a particular act of life 
only, but the whole of life ; a question upon the 
answer to which will depend, for each one of 
you, the occupations in which, and the circum- 
stances amongst which, this brief but momentous 
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being shall be used and spent. You will all 
perceive that I speak of what is called the choice 
of a profession. A "profession:" that branch 
of knowledge which you shall profess to have 
made your own; that department of human 
affairs which you shall profess to understand ; 
that employment, be it what it may, for which 
you shall profess yourself to be qualified. And 
the "choice" of a profession. Considerable 
latitude is allowed, in these days, to all young 
men entire and absolute freedom to most young 
men in determining for themselves 'that line 
in which they will serve their generation and 
exercise the talents with which God has en-, 
dowed them. It is due to us, it is due to 
you, that it should be so. It is the right 
of a responsible being to be left free in this 
momentous choice. No man may deliver his 
brother, no father his son, in the day of God's 
judgment: therefore no man should prescribe 
to his brother, no father to his. son, when child-, 
hood and boyhood are ended, in what parti- 
cular duties, under what particular influences, 
he shall spend those years of activity for which 
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he solely and singly will have to give ac- 
count. 

For great indeed are the issues of that choice. 
Not more various are individual gifts, than in- 
dividual tendencies, liabilities, and temptations. 
A profession suitable to one may "be misery, may 
Ibe ruin, to another. I speak not here though 
the consideration can never be unimportant of 
the chances of success or failure in the race of 
professional distinction. I speak rather of the 
chances of the soul in this life and for eternity. 
And I say that there are constitutions of mind 
and spirit as diverse in their openness ' to parti- 
cular influences for good or evil as are bodily 
constitutions in their proneness to particular 
forms of disease. As the physician will pre- 
scribe for one a warm climate and for another a 
bracing, sending this man for health to a region 
of the world which to that man would be death 
itself; even so there are employments, callings, 
whole professions, which for one man may be 
perilous in the extreme, and for another harmless 
or even salubrious. Woe to him, therefore, who 
lets himself drift into a profession, without much 



CHOICE OF PROFESSIONS. 87 

serious reflection and great searchings of heart ! 
Woe to him who suffers accident, persuasion, 
inclination alone, to preside over such a choice ! 
Nay, even gifts, even powers, even great and 
marked capacities- for a particular calling, are 
not of themselves decisive. These things are 
elements in the question, but they are not the 
whole of it. They all demand to be taken into 
account, but they have no right, singly or to- 
gether, to settle it. I know that natural faults, 
constitutional tendencies, pronenesses to parti- 
cular forms of evil, are neither created nor de- 
stroyed by circumstances : it is not a profession 
that makes nor a profession that can eradicate, 
one of them. But one profession may foster, 
may encourage, may develope a particular evil 
tendency, and another may check, suppress, 
counteract it. And, alas, how few think of 
these things in choosing! How many, for ex- 
ample, have gone to the Bar, not although, but 
because, they saw in themselves, or their friends 
admired in them, a promptitude of resource or 
an ingenuity of invention which might success- 
fully distort truth and make the worse appear 
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the tetter cause ! And how many have gone 
into the Army, not though, but because, they 
were already too much addicted to a habit of 
mental indolence, and saw before them in that 
one direction a possibility o passing decently 
through life without exertion! If the one had 
foreseen all that was involved in his choice, he 
would have felt his readiness of speech and his 
quickness of invention a reason against rather 
than for the calling to which he was inclined. 
And if the other had foreseen all that was in- 
volved in his choice, he would have felt it his 
duty rather to force himself into mental exertion 
at the risk of inferior success, than to supersede 
that outward necessity for it from which he 
more than other men would have profited. But 
who does foresee all that hangs upon this first 
decision? Or who, almost, regards with due 
seriousness his inability to foresee ? Who, my 
brethren, amongst you who are now on the 
threshold of active life, is really pondering as 
in God's sight the choice of his earthly calling, 
taking the measure, so far as he is able, of his 
own gifts and failings, estimating duty in the 
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light not of time only but of eternity, and, under 
a deep conviction of Iris own ignorance and 
blindness, asking, day by day, of One above, 
the very question of the text, What shall I do, 
Lord f Lord, what wilt Thou have me to do ? 

It is not much, perhaps, that man can do 
to answer this question for another. And yet 
it- seems as though the ministry of God's Word, 
in this place at least, ought not always to be 
silent on a matter so pressing and so momen- 
tous. You will not indeed expect a Clergy- 
man, and a parochial Clergyman, to be a wholly 
impartial judge of the conflicting claims of 
English professions. His life is given to one 
work; and he knows, of course, better than 
others, how much that one work wants men. 
It is natural that he should feel, when he 
visits once again these scenes of his youth; 
more especially, when he is set to preach where 
once he listened, to endeavour to do in the 
humblest degree for others that which was once 
done for him from the same pulpit by great 
men numbered now (in many cases) among 
the dead; what it would be for his beloved 
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Church if the ranks of her ministry could be 
largely replenished from the very best and 
most gifted of those to whom he speaks; if 
such a sense of the capabilities of this service, 
of its dignity, of its power, and of its happi- 
ness too, could be here awakened, as should 
make it indeed an ambition to embrace it ; not 
a thing to which here and there knowledge 
and ability may condescend, but rather that 
which shall be the desire and the aspiration 
of the very ablest minds and the very noblest 
spirits, even as he believes it to be the most 
direct and the most immediate service of Him 
from whom every gift comes, and to whose 
glory all should redound. 

I speak not to disparage other callings, even 
in their bearing upon religion. None knows 
better than a parochial Clergyman how feeble, 
how ineffective, in any place, much more in 
the world at large, must be that ministry which 
is not seconded by the zeal and comforted by 
the sympathy of Christian laymen. But here, 
and on this day, bear with me if, in the later 
words of -him whom the text recalls to us, I 



CHOICE OF PROFESSIONS, 91 

venture to magnify my own office. Trinity 
Sunday is a day of Ordinations. Wherever 
the Church of Christ has spread itself through- 
out the whole earth, this day is adding to its 
ranks new soldiers, new officers, of the cross. 
It cannot he unseasonable to-day to speak to 
you, as time and strength may permit, of the 
capabilities and of the requirements of this 
special service. If by Grod's blessing upon the 
words spoken but one heart should be stirred 
to desire this commission, or but one difficulty 
removed out of the way of him who has been 
fearing or hesitating to seek it, it will not be 

^ 

for nothing that I have been permitted to visit 
you, nor will it be without rejoicing that I re- 
turn to my appointed place of labour. 

i. The capabilities, I said, of the Christian 
ministry. Who can overrate them? What is 
it to have that Word of God, to which others 
can but occasionally have recourse in brief mo- 
ments of devotion, given to us for our study, 
our meditation, and our stewardship, all the 
day? What is it to have that charity which 
with others can be but the employment of rare 
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intervals of absorbing and engrossing busi- 
ness, given to us as the very work of life ? to 
have the chosen occupation of our Lord Him- 
self who went about doing good consigned to 
us as our office and our profession? What is 
it to have a recognized position amongst men 
as their friend, adviser, and helper, in things 
pertaining to God? to be allowed, and even 
expected, to fly to tJiose who in this transi- 
tory life are in trouble, sorrotv, need, sickness, 
or any other adversity, with a message of 
cheering and consolation from God Himself? 
What a help should this be to ourselves in 
living a life of faith and hope! what an aid in 
walking seriously, thoughtfully, consistently! 
what an assistance in maintaining always that 
conscience void of offence which, whether as 
Christ's ministers or as Christ's servants, is 
essential as much to happiness now as to hope 
hereafter! 

And who shall limit the capabilities of one 
special office of our ministry' the much de- 
spised ordinance of preaching? 1 know in- 
deed that preaching may be a very poor thing ; 
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a form to the speaker, and therefore a weariness 
to the hearer. With many, Sermons are a 
very byword of dulness: God forgive those 
whose carelessness and coldness, far more than 
any incapacity, have made them so! But I 
know also for I have felt it what a Sermon 
may be. I have heard Sermons delivered from 
this very place which made the heart burn and 
the ears tingle ; Sermons of which the lapse 
of a quarter of a century has failed to dull the 
recollection either of sense or sound. I speak 
to some this day who have within them 
thoughts and ideas, convictions and aspirations 
too, which they feel that they cannot rest with- 
out communicating. They look on already 
with no indifferent eye upon the cares and 
woes, the confusions and the perplexities, of 
human life. They have found for themselves 
and they know it a standing-place amidst 
doubts, and a covert from storms, by which 
they behold others still vexed and buffeted. 
They have sought, and at last have found, that 
in Christ Himself, crucified first, then risen, 
there is peace and rest and healing. They 
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have found, and others have not found. What 
will it "be to them to be commissioned in due 
time to preach ? to have an audience gathered 
for them, without obtrusion or presumption of 
their own, and to be secure of a hearing ? 0, 
what will preaching be in such hands ? Where 
will be dulness and tameness, where will be 
poor thoughts and a languid utterance in the 
preacher, where will be drowsiness, inattention, 
and weariness in those that hear, when mind 
and heart and soul are full of their subject, and 
when a definite and cherished aim gives point 
and directness to every word spoken ? Depend 
upon it, preaching, however it may fail of its 
effect, has every possible chance still given to 
it. The machinery is ready to hand : it needs 
but the hand to move, but the spirit to animate 
it. There is stillness, there is patience, there 
is expectation, in many there is desire too, a 
hungering and thirsting after edification, to 
which it ought to be a delight to minister, which 
it is a sin of sins wilfully to disappoint. Let 
more men of thought and culture, more men of 
mark and power, above all, more men of pur- 
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pose and devotion, give themselves to the 
work; and one who knows something of our 
town and something of our country congrega- 
tions may Ibe listened to when he promises 
that such preaching shall never lack attention, 
that such preaching shall never lose its labour. 

But I would tell of the capabilities of the 
Christian ministry in its more private workings. 
It is a great mistake I had almost said it is a 
great impiety to represent the ministry as need- 
ing no gifts, or as needing gifts only for its 
preaching. In these days, at all events, there is 
no gift however eminent which need be thrown 
away in a Parish however obscure. Wherever 
the encounter is made hand to hand between the 
ministry of Christ and the ministry of Satan, 
between truth and falsehood, between faith and 
infidelity, between righteousness and sin, there 
is room, and there is a demand, for all gifts. 
It is only for vague and general and distant 
dealing that small powers or small efforts can 
be deemed sufficient. Let a Christian minister 
single out his man and it is only in single 
combat that some of the greatest victories of the 
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ministry can be won let him propose to him- 
self as a definite object the turning of some 
sinner from the error of his ways ; the recovery 
of some drunkard to sobriety, of some adulterer 
to chastity, of some profane man to reverence, 
of some infidel to faith and to worship; and 
assuredly he will find it necessary to try every 
resource with which skill and persuasiveness 
can furnish him, as well as that higher and 
more availing weapon still, which can be taken 
only by effectual fervent prayer out of the very 
armoury of God. But with these aids the 
words will ever and anon be verified, Resist tJ/e 
devil, and he will flee from you. Again and 
again will God give the victory, not to human 
pride or human skill, but to the working of 
His Holy Spirit in the heart first, and then by 
the lips, of his commissioned ministering ser- 
vant. And men are finding out in these days 
that no mere machinery of evangelization no 
mere building of churches, and no mere mul- 
tiplication of services will do Christ's work 
effectually, without a constant personal search 
of the lost, and a warm individual sympathy 



CHOICE OF PROFESSIONS. 97 

with the straggling. The Church will not 
reach at all those who most need her, unless 
she goes after them: it is a later part of the 
work, one which testifies of its all but accom- 
plishment, when they seek her. Judge ye, 
my "brethren, whether this sort of work can Ibe 
done without a large expenditure of ministra- 
tion ; whether one man in a parish of five or of 
ten thousand souls can avail anything in this 
labour ; the toil of battling singly with hearts 
unwilling to be conquered, of reclaiming one 

< * 

by one lives sunk and lost in sin ! 

Strange seems it strange would it seem, 
knew we not the cause that to vigorous and 
enterprising men any calling should be more 
attractive than one so full of human interest, 
so imperious in its demand for human energy. 
A lawyer may be admirably furnished with 
every gift of knowledge and of eloquence, and 
yet he may spend some of the best years of 
manhood in waiting for a client. A physician 
may possess science which would qualify him 
for high advancement, and yet linger long with- 
out being summoned to the bedside of one 

H 
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patient. A soldier may be shut up for months 
together in some gloomy barrack, or live through 
a forty years' peace and die without once seeing 
service. But a Clergyman has from the day of 
his Ordination clients and patients, battles and 
sieges, enough and to spare. He waits not for 
the chances of an opening; he needs not, for 
his high calling, the advantages of a connection 
or a patron : around his doors are gathered the 
souls which ask his service, within his parish 
rages the, battle in which he is to win his 
crown. Happy he who sees these things, and 
suffers not his ministry to lack its true reward 
by turning aside to a recompence low and illu- 
sory! Let other professions seek their suc- 
cess in comforts, riches, and honours of this 
life: he misses both worlds, who first enters 
a calling of which the very title is holy, and 
then desecrates it by the pursuit of objects as 
earthly in their nature as they are precarious 
and almost casual in their attainment. 

2. ' And well may the Apostle's question 
sound in our ears, Who is sufficient for these 
things ? Is it indeed so, that any man of vigorous 
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mind or of ample knowledge may at once trans- 
fer himself to that ministry of which we have 
thus spoken? Is nothing wanted but vigour ? 
nothing but a humane care for others ? nothing 
but a disinterested aim and a willingness to 
forego ease and honour? Must there not be 
something yet beyond these things, if a man 
would make full proof of his ministry ? Yes, 
there is one thing, on which if we dwell not it 
must be because its necessity is obvious; a 
true faith in God through Christ; a real de- 
votion to Him; and a life cleansed and con- 
secrated by His indwelling Spirit. It would 
be a disastrous day for the Church of Christ, 
on which the door of its special service were 
thrown wide open to all comers, who could only 
profess a desire for the amelioration of the con- 
dition of the poor by the elevation of their 
social position or the rectification of their moral 
standard. These objects point not to Ordina- 
tion : they belong rather to lay callings : happy 
are those times, happy is that country, which, 
like our own, can point to many honoured 
persons, in private, professional, or public life, 

H2 
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who are diligently pursuing them. For a cler- 
gyman's work there is required not only a 
charitable spirit, not only a humane intention; 
not faith only, not devotion, not blamelessness 
of life only; but preparation; yes, my brethren, 
a special preparation. Narrow as much as you 
will the compass of theology ; cast out of it all 
that you may of collateral and subsidiary infor- 
mation; you must at least leave to it the 
Bible and its interpretation ; you must at least 
secure your congregations from ignorance and 
from error as to the subject matter of our teach- 
ing: and who that knows anything of the 
Bible can be unaware of the amplitude of that 
field of study which is contained within these 
closest and narrowest bounds ? 

But there is much more than this, which 
ought to fall, and which I am persuaded does 
fall, within the scope of the theological discipline 
of this University. In these times there is 
need that our Clergy be not only pious but 
well-read and (which is sometimes a different 
thing) well-educated men. It is not right that 
in our great manufacturing towns of the north 
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it should be in the power of a hired emissary of 
infidelity, to defy with impunity, Sunday after 
Sunday, Iby public placard, the Ministers of 
the Gospel. It is not right that working men, 
ignorant perhaps "but intelligent and honest- 
hearted, should be left to grapple as they may, 
unaided by their pastor, with the scoffs and 
taunts of the infidel. These things are a new 
sign of the times, and men must be educated in 
the full view of them. Nor is it right that, 
apart from the open avowal of an antichristian 
purpose, it should be in the power of any 
writer, unanswered and unexposed, to dress up 
old objections as if they were new, and to 
trouble the minds of unlearned believers by 
assertions which a deeper knowledge would 
show perhaps to be inaccurate or unfounded. 
These things make a great demand upon those 
to whom the charge of clerical education is 
entrusted. They ought to be intimately and 
industriously acquainted with the present con- 
dition of the minds of thinking men. They 
ought to have the tenderest sympathy with 
real difficulties, and to treat with manly respect 
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anxious doubts which, they do not share. They 
must beware, above all things, of seeming to 
stifle enquiry or to dread discovery. They 
must religiously abstain from all half-answers. 
No man loses the respect of the young by con- 
fessing himself unacquainted with a fact at 
issue, or unable on the instant to repel attack. 
But every man loses, and deserves to lose, the 
respect of listeners young or old, if he so far 
presumes upon the ignorance of his hearer as 
to put him off with an answer which he himself 
who speaks does not feel to be conclusive. 
These things are of the very Alphabet of Edu- 
cation. And these things, practised by the 
teacher, will, in turn, be imitated and handed 
on by the learner. A clergyman thus trained, 
by example, in habits of candour and of truth- 
fulness, will go forth to his Parish, when the 
time comes, to bear and to forbear ; in meekness 
instructing the ignorant, in simplicity reassur- 
ing the doubter, in the power of a true faith 
convincing or else refuting the gainsayer. 

And shall I be pardoned if I presume to say 
here how important I deem it that clerical edu- 
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cation, so far as it consists in learning, should 
be carried on in our Universities rather, than in 
smaller and more special training-fields ? We 
do not want which is the very best that can 
be hoped from such methods to see one man's 
mind stamped whole upon a section of the 
Clergy. The freer intercourse which a Univer- 
sity offers of mind with mind, the larger choice 
and mutual correction of instructors, not to 
mention the ampler gifts of learning and ability 
which such a place affords in its teachers, are 
invaluable aids in the study of a true theology. 
Other systems may have their advantage I 
doubt not that it is so in peculiar cases :' there 
are men for whom the temptations of college life 
have been too strong, and who need to be taken 
aside from it to learn truth and to practise duty 
in what is for them a safer atmosphere : but the 
University, in my opinion, would prove herself 
most unfaithful to the work with which God has 
entrusted her, if she allowed it to be said that her 
best students must turn elsewhere for their theo- 
logy, because she refused to them either oppor- 
tunities of instruction or a stimulus to their use. 
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But has not theology its art as well as its 
science? Does it come naturally to any man, 
when once he is master of scriptural doctrine, 
to manage a parochial school, to organize paro- 
chial visiting, to catechize the young, to visit 
the sick, or to prepare and to preach Sermons ? 
It may "be so with some few men. There may be 
those who are gifted with these great aptitudes, 
and whom a special training in these matters 
would rather cramp than aid. But surely this 
is not a common, certainly it is not the normal, 
condition of a candidate for Holy Orders. Cer- 
tainly it is not the course pursued by a student 
of law, or tolerated in a student of medicine. 
To expect it in this one instance is to expect 
a miracle. To act upon this expectation is to 
hand over one Parish after another to be ex- 
perimented upon by an untaught empiric, and 
to prevent one Clergyman after another from 
ever rising out of the awkwardnesses of a per- 
petual beginner, or (at best) the eccentricities 
and mannerisms of a self-instructed genius. 
Surely these are powers best and most safely 
acquired in the observation of their exercise. 
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And where is the experienced Pastor who 
would not gladly take under his general direc- 
tion, from time to time, three or four candidates 
for Holy Orders? Great joy would it carry to 
the heart of one parochial Clergyman for him 
I can answer to receive applications of such 
a nature ; to find that there were men of blame- 
less character, of steady purpose, of open mind, 
and of true devotion, who were willing to take 
up their abode in his Parish, before Ordination, 
to see what he could show them, and to render 
to him such services, in his schools and amongst 
his poor, as Church order may permit and 
mutual convenience arrange. Then, and not 
till then, would he feel that his Parish was 
efficiently worked, and he would cherish the 
hope that what was thus given to him would 
be repaid in some measure by opportunities of 
widening experience, and growing in the know- 
ledge alike of man and of God. 

I can make no apology for having used this 
last opportunity of addressing you, my beloved 
brethren, in bringing before you a subject which 
lies very near my heart. I long to see that 
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reproach, rolled away, which is said to rest at 
this time upon the Church of England, that 
she is not giving in any large proportion her 
most distinguished sons to the ministry of the 
Word and Sacraments. I know that in this 
place she has given many of them : forgive me 
if in ignorance I seem to disparage their num- 
bers. But how is it with the younger genera- 
tion here present before me? Are there no 
stronger inducements drawing a large propor- 
tion of you elsewhere ? Are there none, whose 
talents, whose characters, whose antecedent pur- 
poses, seem to destine them for the ministry, 
yet who, for some reason or (might I say) for 
no reason, are now looking off from it and 
shaping for themselves a widely different career? 
Are there none who might almost say, Thy 
vows are upon me, Lord so profound was 
the desire of a mother's heart, so earnest once 
their own resolution, to seek this and no other 
calling yet who now have erased from their 
"brow that sacred mark, and would fain be any- 
thing else rather ? My brethren, why is this ? 
I ask it of you seriously, anxiously, affection- 
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ately, what has influenced, what has changed 
you ? Is it anything in the Articles or formu- 
laries of the national Church, which suggests 
to you some scruple? I cannot counsel you to 
go against your conscience in the smallest mat- 
ter: "but I would ask, what pains have you 
taken to get satisfaction upon this point? Have 
you taken counsel with elder men, men of 
thought, of piety, of experience? Remember, 
though you must not profess that which you 
do not think, yet, on the other hand, there is 
a call on the positive side as well as the nega- 
tive; a call to adhere to the work which God 
had seemed to mark out for you, unless the 
scruple which has occurred to you "be as rational 
as it may "be fanciful, as important as it may be 
trifling, and as permanent as it may be transi- 
tory. Or is it that you dread to incur that yoke 
of bondage which is sometimes laid too heavily 
upon the clerical by the lay members of our 
common Church ? Is it that you dread to be 
taunted at some future day with insincerity if 
you should ever dare to think or to speak with 
freedom ; to find yourself made an offender for 
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a word, and called untrue to your profession if 
you cannot utter every passing Shibboleth of a 
conventional theology? We cannot, alas! pro- 
raise you an exemption from the common lot of 
all men : nor can we indeed encourage you in 
the flattering notion that subscription binds you 
to nothing, or that a man may be a clergyman 
of the Church and yet teach Universalism, 
Deism, Pantheism, or what he will. But this 
we will say to you, Act now upon your present 
honest convictions, and trust God with the 
opinions as with the fortunes of your future. 
Dread not the irrevocability of the pastoral vow, 
if only your conscience now tells you that Jesus 
Christ is, and is Lord both of the dead and 
living. It may be formidable in prospect to 
undertake a responsibility absolutely life-long : 
but each day that you live you will less and 
less wish to evade it, if only God gives you 
grace so to live as you will wish that you had 
done when you lie down to die. No man hav- 
ing put his hand to the plough, and looking 
back, is fit for the kingdom of God: then look 
not back ! Day by day, if you faint not, you 
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will rejoice more and more in the choice once 
made: and when the chief Shepherd shall ap- 
pear, you shall receive the crown of glory that 
fadeth not away. 

And here, my brethren, I would have end- 
ed : but I receive, even as I write, a touching 
intimation of yet one other, perhaps, a humbler, 
hindrance which sometimes besets the entrance 
upon clerical life. There are those present 
amongst you, who can scarcely struggle on 
through the pecuniary difficulties of an educa- 
tion for Holy Orders. In one case made known 
to me, though I vouch not for exact details, 

< 

twelve years have been spent in efforts, frus- 
trated again and again by poverty alone, to gain 
an entrance into the ministry of the Church. 
A single Term yet remains one only and the 
goal is reached. But, alas ! the means to reside 
through that one Term are not to be found, and 
here, on the very eve of attaining the long- 
cherished object, disappointment is to be again 
endured. Does not this fact read a solemn les- 
son to some who are squandering, perhaps, at 
this time, in idle or luxurious living, wealth 
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which might have comforted this brother's 
heart, and added a faithful minister to the 
Church which Christ purchased with His own 
blood? If any one's heart is touched by the 
thought thus suggested, let him carry the les- 
son into his own life. Why should not some 
of those who hear rne give of their abundance, 
privately and unostentatiously, in aid of their 
fellow-students who are in need? Could any 
proof of sincerity, could any exercise of prac- 
tical self-denial, be more valuable than this? 
It will indeed be twice blessed. It shall bless 
him that receives, and it shall bless with a 
double blessing him who gives. You will not 
lack a safe and certain channel for the distri- 
bution of such bounty to your brethren : let it 
be dispensed through those who here fill a 
parent's place both towards you and them. 
Gladly will they I well know it aid you in 
any such work of charity. But 0, my brethren, 
I would seek yet more, as the Apostle says, 
you than yours, and urge you to let the thought 
thus presented to you of another's estimate of 
this high calling, of another's zeal and toil and 
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patience in the struggle to attain it, enhance 
your own appreciation of this ministry, and 
quicken your own energies in ensuing it. And 
may God Himself pour out largely of His 
blessing upon this place, that it may be indeed 
fruitful in souls devoted to His love, and in 
lives dedicated to His service! 
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SEEMON V. 
THE TRIPLE VAIL. 

i CORINTHIANS in. 15, 16. 

Even unto this day, when Moses is read, the vail 
is upon their heart. Nevertheless, when it 
shall turn to the Lord, the vail shall le taken 
away. 

HPHE Bible itself is the battle-ground of our 
-- generation. From opposite sides the hosts 
are gathering to the encounter, and a struggle 
as for life and death is to occupy the latter days 
of many who received from their fathers as a 
first axiom of truth that all Scripture is given 
ly inspiration of God. In this struggle may 
there be no mistaking of friend and foe ; no 
temporary alliance between light and dark- 
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ness ; no gratuitous and outlying combats 
between truth and the truth; no cowardly 
compromises, and no fighting in armour that 
has not first been proved ! 

Not less is the Bible, in the judgment of 
the believing, the test and touchstone of hu- 
man character. Of it, as of Him who is its 
inspirer and its subject, the words are daily 
verified, Set for the fall and rising again of 
many in Israel, and for a sign which shall be 
spoken against... that the thoughts of many 
hearts may le revealed. By their treatment 
of the Bible men may know, for themselves 
if not always for others, what they are.' By 
the spirit in which they read or forbear from 
reading; by the view which they find them- 
selves taking of each successive incident which 
makes either for or against the acceptance and 
prevalence of Kevelation; most of all by the 
effect produced upon the mind itself, in the 
secret chamber or in the house of God, by the 
word which speaks to it in those pages from 
the throne and from the mercy-seat above 
by these signs may men judge what character 

i 
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and what spirit they are of; and in comparison 
with this question the other shrinks, for the 
individual at least, almost into insignificance; 
the enquiry how the Bible is to stand here- 
after with the world becomes a small matter, 
when we place it side "by side with the other 
enquiry, What is it to me? does it speak to 
me for conviction, and for admonition, and for 
guidance ? can I go to it as my oracle, and find 
it ever, what it calls itself, a lively, that is, 
living oracle, vocal to me in life's difficulties, 
persuasive amidst life's temptations, consola- 
tory in life's sorrows? He only is fit to fight 
for the Bible, who has first yielded to it within 
and done it homage; who has been equipped 
out of its own armoury, and enlisted by the 
very voice which speaks therein. 

It is on this latter point that I would speak 
a few earnest words to-day to the congregation 
gathered by God's Providence in a place so full 
of interest and so full of hope. And more 
especially would I address myself to those who 
are still making preparation, though it be the 
later or the latest preparation, for the work of 
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life; to those on whom the future of our 
Church and our country is suspended, and in 
whose formation and maintenance of right and 
Christian principles England and the world 
itself have so deep a stake. 

In the passage surrounding the two verses 
just read to you St Paul has for his text an 
incident in the Old Testament history. When 
the great Lawgiver of Israel came down from the 
mount after his lofig and mysterious converse 
with the High and Holy One that inhabiteth 
eternity, his face still glowed with a superna- 
tural light, which struck awe into the "beholders 
and drove them into the distance. To relieve 
this apprehension, we are told in the Book of 
Exodus that till Moses had done speaking or 
rather perhaps, for the word till has no place 
in the original, when he had done spealcing lie 
put a vail on his face. We may imagine that 
in the actual recital of God's words to them he 
suffered the glory of his countenance to beam 
forth undimmed, adding a sensible authority 
to the message with which he was charged. 
When the divine communication ended, he 

12 



116 TEE TRIPLE VAIL. 

covered his face, that a freer converse might 
Ibe possible. When he returned into God's 
presence, he took the vail off; that he might 
receive the full impress of that glory with 
which he was privileged to communicate, 

The Apostle sees in this narrative a type 
of the character of the Dispensation of which 
Moses was the Mediator. It was a Dispensa- 
tion of dark sayings. It foreshadowed, but it 
did not reveal. Those to whom, it was given 
could not stedfastly look to its end. Christ was 
the end of the law; but He was discernible in 
it beforehand only to the eye of faith ; only to 
those who by earnest prayer and stedfast me- 
ditation were enabled, like the father of the 
faithful, to rejoice to see by anticipation the 
day of Christ, to behold it in the far distance 
and lie glad. For the rest the vail upon the 
face of Moses was typical of a bar to the in- 
terpretation of his message. 

And this bar, he says, exists still. No 
longer by God's ordinance : Christ is come, 
and with Him the full understanding of all 
that was mysterious in earlier disclosures. The 
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vail now rests not upon the face of Moses, "but 
upon the heart of Israel. In Christ alone is 
it done away : and Israel will not have Christ. 
Even unto tliis day therefore, when Moses is read, 
the vail is upon their heart. Only when it, the 
heart, turns to the Lord, is the vail taken away. 
Even as Moses, when. he returned into God's 
presence, divested himself of the vail, and 
suffered the light of Deity to stream upon him 
in its full radiance; so when the heart of an 
Israelite returns now to the God from whom 
it has wandered, the vail which before covered 
it instantly falls off, and the meaning of the 
Old Testament Dispensation, its prefatory and 
predictive character, is at once disclosed; ac- 
cording to the saying of our Lord Himself in 
the Gospel by St John, Had ye believed Moses, 
ye would have believed me : for he wrote of me. 

My brethren, the interpretation of the pas- 
sage thus brought before us is not difficult in 
a historical point of view ; and had this been 
its only bearing, I should not have troubled 
you with it to-day. But when St Paul writes 
that until his own day the same vail remained 
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*untaken away from the heart of Israel in the 
reading of the Old Testament Scriptures, and 
says further that only the heart itself turning 
to the Lord can ever remove it; does he not 
indeed speak to us also to us who are here 
assembled in a Christian land, in Gospel days 
and say with too much truth it may be of 
many amongst us, Even unto this day, when 
the Law is read and the Prophets, when the 
Gospels are read and the Epistles, the vail is 
upon their heart, and only when it, the indi- 
vidual heart, shall turn to the Lord, in deep 
penitence, in earnest faith, in lively devotion, 
can that vail, in any single instance, be abo- 
lished and done away ? 

Suffer, my brethren, one who is a stranger 
to most of you to draw his bow at a venture, 
and from the experience of one heart to ex- 
plore another. Never do we feel as in the 
House of God the advantages of what may be 
called the privacy of publicity. We can speak 
of secret things, things which are literally 
secrets between a soul and God, and yet re- 
serve is not affronted nor sensitiveness wounded ; 
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and if the description is not true of me, then 
neither for me was it intended. But may God, 
the God of the spirits of all flesh, guide even 
the conjectural arrow to its aim and mark 
within ! 

I seem to hear from some heart amongst 
these which surround me, a confession like this 
which follows. 

/ was taught in early days to expect in- 
struction from my Bible. One of the earliest 
gifts which I possessed, marked perhaps within 
l}y a loved hand with my own name and with 
a date eloquent to me now of the innocence 
of childhood, was a copy of the Holy Bible; 
and when I received that gift, it was charged 
upon me, or I so understood the gift itself, that 
1 should read in it daily, and take it for what 
it calls itself, a lamp to my feet, and a light 
to my path. A las ! I do not find it so. My 
inward life has no lamp: lias even the outward? 
I read still, more or less regularly, my Psalm 
or my Chapter : at times I read with serious- 
ness, .with a wish for guidance : but the ex- 
perience of disappointment has dimmed my 
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hope, and I more often read listlessly and close 
the book unsatisfied. And yet my friend seems 
to find comfort from it : his life seems to have 
a clue which I know not, a guidance to which I 
cannot attain. Who shall tell me the secret of 
this difference? What would I not give for 
that which appears to come unasked, unsought 
to others! Unto this day, when the Bible is 
read, a vail is upon my heart. It remains 
untaken away, through all my regrets, all my 
wishes, I could almost say, all my prayers, in 
he reading even of the New Testament ! 

We will endeavour then, my brethren, 
to characterize this vail a little more distinctly; 
and to speak of it as it may exist in differ- 
ent forms, of different materials, on different 
hearts. 

i. In one it is predominantly a vail of 
ignorance. You do not know your Bible. Yes, 
you know parts of it, shreds and patches, cer- 
tain verses or chapters, read in the public ser- 
vice or recommended by their special beauty: 
but this kind of knowledge there may be 
together with great and prevalent ignorance 
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of the Bible as a whole and of the Bible in 
its parts. Is it fair to the Bible let me say 
more truly, Is it fair to ourselves to assume, 
without study, without enquiry, that the Holy 
Scriptures have no coherence, no sequence, 
and no plan? that they consist only, like some 
miserable book of devotion made out of them,, 
of separate texts without a context, of isolated 
crumbs of piety to be picked up one and one, 
like the more nutritious particles of our bodily 
food, without the accompaniments which should 
convey and give them entrance? It is one 
peculiarity, and we believe one special wisdom, 
of God's Word, that its instruction does not 
lie on the surface of the ground ready packed 
and labelled for removal, but is imbedded as 
it were in deep soil and hard rock, out of 
which it must be dug or hewn by long and 
diligent labour; labour which none can really 
accomplish for another, inasmuch as the very 
toil itself is one chief part of the profit and 
blessing proposed to us. It would be a cruel 
as well as irreverent kindness, which should 
offer to condense the Bible into a form pre- 
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senting only that which is directly edifying 
in doctrine or exhortation, and rejecting all 
that a superficial view might regard as acces- 
sory or irrelevant. There is no such royal 
road to the wisdom which is from above. We 
must receive it, if at all, as God gave it. We 
must treat it as though its very form had a 
meaning; as though it were designed to be 
read as it is written, in its integrity, in its 
variety, in its order. The vail of ignorance 
is upon that heart which refuses to accept 
God's revelation in the form in which He has 
given it. 

And there is an ignorance of an opposite 
kind; the ignorance, strange to say, of over- 
familiarity; of one who has heard the words 
and read the pages till they pass over eye and 
ear, dazzling or buzzing without point or sting ; 
he reads and he hears, but a vail is upon his 
heart. This is not unfrequently the retribution 
upon living in a holy home without being holy ; 
of knowing from a child the Holy Scriptures 
without caring to be made by them wise unto 
salvation. Yes, the compensations of life, in- 
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ward as well as outward, are just and equal; 
and sometimes it is found that one who has 
had no advantages of early training in the 
truth of God brings to its later reception a 
mind fresher, freer and more open, than he 
who, like the sons of Eli, has lived from child- 
hood in what ought to have been the very 
sanctuary of a priestly home. Which of us 
has not sometimes longed that he might hear 
the Gospel for once as for the first time; that 
he might know what it is to, be stunned by 
the revelation of sin, and surprised by the 
tidings of salvation; that he might shake off 
the binding fetters of a knowledge not used, 
and start into the activity and the freedom of 
a Gospel just accepted? The wish is natural, 
but it is vain. To-day we are as we are ; 
not as God made us, but as we have treated 
ourselves : here, not there, is the reality of our 
being ; hence, not thence, must be our starting- 
point for to-morrow. The ignorance of over- 
familiarity must be grappled with even like 
that of non-acquaintance. We must seize the 
fugitive word as it escapes from us; we must 
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grasp it, we must hold, we must question it, 
and not let it go except it answer us. We 
must take into our hands the text which has 
"become irksome from its familiarity, and we 
must interrogate it as to its use for us. We 
must saj, What art thou to me? Speak not 
to the world, but speak to me. What dost thou 
say to me from my Maker ? and what must I 
do in consequence of thee? Tell me anything 
ever so little, ever so obvious only tell it to 
me, by myself, none else hearing, none else ob- 
serving ! 

i. But in these days, and standing before 
this congregation, dare I forget that even 
ignorance in any form is less fatal than unbe- 
lief? Are there not some now present who say 
this to me? Do not evade the real difficulty. 
You must know that, when I open my Bible now, 
I do so with a misgiving ; a misgiving not as 
to myself only l>ut as to it : when I look to 
it as my guide, I am told by men who ought 
to know, that it has itself lost its way ; when 
I would listen to it as to God's voice, I am 
ridiculed for not remembering that men, and 
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not always the wisest of men, are its real 
authors. In short, though I should shudder 
to call myself an unbeliever, yet my confidence 
is shaken: I look this way and that for as- 
surance ; I would give the world to have been 
let alone in my convictions ; but the very founda- 
tions are now cast down, and 1 am like a man 
whose house is being taken down by pieces as the 
workmen engaged can find time and will. To- 
day it is Genesis, yesterday it was Daniel : who 
can say that to-morrow it may not be Paul or 
John f No, I must look elsewhere : I will try 
to live a decent life, to be charitable to my fel- 
low-men, and to keep up a faint trust in God's 
mercy : I must retreat from Calvary to Sinai, 
and from Sinai to Eden ; from an atonement 
certainly made, to a mercy vaguely hoped for ; 
from a Holy Spirit surely promised, to a mo- 
rality felt at its best to be most imperfect. Would 
that I could replace myself- but I cannot on 
the rock of my nations faith, of my father } s con- 
fidence ! 

And would that I, your brother and com- 
panion in this trial of our times, could say one 
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word, God helping me, to assist you in retain- 
ing or (if need be) regaining a standing-place 
felt to Tbe secure! These assaults upon our 
citadel are agitating and terrifying : it needs 
all our courage, and (still better) all our ex- 
perience of surmounted dangers, to keep us 
from losing heart and giving way. The word 
that I would speak to you may seem to some 
presumptuous, to others superficial: they meet 
these attacks in a different manner, and with 
an amount of learning and argument of which 
I am not master. But a man in the state 
described needs, I am persuaded, principles 
more than details; needs not so much ad- 
ditional weapons whether of defence or of 
attack, but rather direction how to carry the 
war into a new and higher region, where all 
the fiery darts of the enemy will only fall 
powerless at his feet. 

i. Thus it is well to ask yourself repeatedly 
this preliminary question: For what purpose 
is a revelation needed? if God speaks at all, 
how and in what language and through what 
medium must He address us? Can it be sup- 
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posed, for example, that He who has endowed 
us with understanding, and has made labour 
the condition, as He has annexed to it the 
promise, of intellectual progress, would super- 
sede that labour by revelations in the world of 
knowledge for knowledge sake? Should we 
deem it any mark of a Divine hand if we found 
in a Book claiming to contain a revelation 
startling anticipations of the science of a later 
age ? Or should we justly regard it as an indi- 
cation of the Divine wisdom, if we found terms 
used as the vehicle of information from above, 
which an ingenious critic might twist four thou- 
sand years afterwards into a curious conformity 
with discoveries in astronomy or geology, the 
property of his own generation? Would this 
be worthy, I would boldly ask, of the hand 
and of the mind to which we ascribe it ? Could 
anything go so far towards shaking our faith 
in a professed Revelation, as to find that, in- 
stead of being, or besides being, a revelation 
of truths moral and spiritual, it was a dis- 
closure, ages beforehand, of matters intellectual, 
natural, or scientific ? 
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If God speaks at all, He must speak in 
human language. And this, not only in the 
choice of a dialect of utterance, but in reference 
also to the state of man's knowledge, to the 

P 

attainments of the human writer and of the 
human reader, at the time when the revelation 
is vouchsafed. To speak of the earth's motion 
at a time when the universal voice of mankind 
ascribed motion only to the Sun, would have 
sanctioned a fatal error as to the design of 
God's interposition. If I am asked, How do 
you reconcile with the facts of geology the 
Mosaic record of creation? it were enough to 
answer, How do you reconcile with the facts of 
astronomy not God's language only but man''s 
language as it still shapes itself on the lips of 
all but pedants in science, as to sunrise and 
sunset, as to day and night ? These things lie 
in a different region altogether from the pur- 
poses of a Divine Revelation. I can almost 
rejoice that on the very first page of the Bible 
there lies a decisive proof that what God de- 
signed to teach man was not what man by 
patient search could eventually discover, or 
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what if he never discovered his soul would 
scarcely be the loser, "but rather those mag- 
nificent, those stupendous realities of a self- 
existent Creator, a concern for human wants, 
a primeval perfection, an original righteous- 
ness, a Fall to he followed by a Redemption 
of which it is death to be ignorant, and misery 
to be left to guess. When the infidel arrays 
his arguments from modern science against the 
veracity of the Old Testament, I am ready to 
reply, The Bible would be no revelation (in the 
true sense of that term) if it were a revelation 
of science; nor can I be confident that, if ad- 
justed to the science of the nineteenth century, 
it might not contradict in some main feature 
the science of the twentieth. 

We are wholly on the wrong track in 
entering into such controversies as though they 
touched the vital truth of Holy Scripture. We 
ought rather to pass them by with something 
of disdain, as impertinent intruders into a place 
too high for them and too holy. When Grod 
speaks, it is to teach us how to live and how 
to die: on all matters of lesser significance if 

K 
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He speaks so that we shall understand Him, it 
is enough. Let His words be adapted to the 
comprehension of the hearer, and not to the 
attainments of a later age or race, themselves 
too to be superseded hereafter by those of a 
later and a more remote still. 

ii. There is another maxim of a very com- 
mon kind, not without its application to this 
grave subject.. A wise and holy man of the 
last century was wont to say that after a cer- 
tain time he considered it his business to shelve 
his friends. When by long intercourse he had 
made up his mind as to the character of the 
person in question, he laid it on a safe shelf, 
where he allowed nothing, no rumour, no sus- 
picion, no doubt, afterwards to disturb it. Now 
I would apply this practice not to persons only, 
but to opinions also. Time must be given for 
the formation and for the correction of opinion. 
A hasty conjecture, an unfounded belief, has 
no right to an exemption from subsequent 
doubt. But on great questions most of all 
on the greatest of all questions, that of reli- 
gious faith when you have diligently enquired 
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into evidences, when you have read and thought 
seriously, when you have observed the influence 
of real "belief upon minds and lives, when (above 
all) you have watched thoughtfully its influence 
upon your own ; when you have found by ex- 
perience that anything that is ever good in you, 
in spirit or temper, in word or act, comes of 
faith in Christ and of prayer on the strength of 
it; when you have found by experience that, 
just in proportion as you are living on the 
ground of faith in Christ;, you are able to resist 
temptation, and to follow conscience in what it 
commands and in what it forbids ; when it has 
come to this with you, that at least you can 
say, Lord, to whom else shall I go? where, save 
in Thee alone, can I find even: hope ; much 
more, peace ; much more, strength ? then I do 
say that you have not only a right, but are 
bound, to place that opinion, that conviction, 
that faith, on the shelf within ; to resolve that 
you will not suffer it to be again moved or 
meddled with ; that you will live with- it and 
also die with it ; that if it fails you, life will be 
death and hope despair ; and that therefore you 

K2 
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will cling to it henceforth and never let it for- 
sake you ; that what you investigate, you will 
investigate fearlessly, just because you carry 
your great hope and your great faith with you 
in doing so ; that you will never even imagine 
that truth and the truth can possibly be in con- 
flict or collision ; and that, if it be so if it be 
so, which it cannot be that all things in hea- 
ven and earth are in conspiracy against you; 
that reason and reflection, evidence and sign, 
experience and conscience, are combined for 
your deception and ruin, then you must bow to 
your fate ; like clay in the hand of the potter, 
you cannot resist, or say, What doest thou? 
you must float down the stream of destiny till 
you sink like lead in the, mighty waters. 

And this will not be. You have that within, 
which tells you that there is a God, and that 
He sports not thus with the happiness and 
holiness of His creatures. You know that a 
faith formed as I have indicated has the stamp 
of God upon it, and that it is treason to God 
Himself to trifle with or to discard it. 

And thus you start with the New Testa- 
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irient, and throw back its light upon the Old. 
You begin with your Saviour, and you ask 
Him what you are to think of Moses and of the 
Prophets. And surely His answer is not am- 
biguous. Surely He teaches you, in terms not 
doubtful, that the dispensations of God as re- 
corded in the Old Testament were true, were 
real, were harmonious and orderly, were all 
consistent and continuous. Beading the Old 
Testament Scriptures thus, with Christ for 
your Teacher, you begin to see a light shin- 
ing through all, a distinct and sufficient clue 
threading all the windings of the labyrinth. 
You feel that they .have not followed a cun- 
ningly devised fable "who have heard the voice 
of God speaking in times past, at sundry times 
and in divers manners, to the fathers by the 
prophets, even as in these last days He has 
vouchsafed to speak to us in His Son. Or, if 
in anything you doubt still and we should be 
ill satisfied if the God of the Bible did not 
resemble in this as in all else the God of 
Nature and of Providence, that He is often- 
times a God who hideth himself jet how 
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wide the difference between doubting in Christ 
and doubting of Christ ; between suspending a 
particular judgment till He gives more light, 
and allowing the difficulty of a detail to shake 
your confidence in Him who is alone the Light 
that lighteth every man by coming into the 
world. 

The time would fail me to pursue further 
this glorious theme. Else I would have spoken 
to you of what the Bible has done in times 
past, and is doing still; how it has itself often- 
times, apart from any human interpreter, 
poured light upon hearts sunk in darkness and 
upon lives astray in sin. Part not with this 
treasure, brethren ; mutilate it not ; despise it 
not ; for it is itself your judge ! Rather study 
and ponder it, with pains, with prayer with 
pains, with patience until in the end it 
speaks to you with God's voice, and guides you 
day by day in the very path of peace ! 

3. We have spoken of the vail of igno- 
rance, and of the vail of unbelief. The occa- 
sion as well as the subject compels me to say 
a word, in conclusion, of the vail of sin. 
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You all know that, if there be a thing 
which makes the voice of God's Word distant 
and feeble, it is the presence of that thing 
which He hates. You know how an evil temper 
or a sinful lust cherished within makes you 
shun and at last hate the Bible. And hence 
we draw another argument for the Bible being 
the Word of God. If sin makes us feel towards 
the Bible as it made the first sinner feel to- 
wards God, it is no slight proof of a divine 
authorship. Whatever scoffers, may say, the 
atmosphere of the Bible is a holy atmosphere. 
The very air, the very ground, is holy. A man 
cannot bring his sin with him, and stay there. 
He may bring it indeed, but it must be to cast 
it away and forsake it. And therefore we say 
that if when Moses is read, or when Christ is 
read, a vail is upon the heart, that vail is most 
often of all, a vail of sin. My brethren, can it 
be that in any of you, as in those for whom 
I am to-day to plead with you, this may be 
the impediment to the entrance of God's Word? 
If it be so, may He give you grace to arise this 
day and renew the conflict. Be sure that sin 
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is misery, and be sure that it will find you 
out ! At the last it liteth like a serpent, and 
stingeth like an adder. He that hath ears to 
hear, let him hear. 

There are those around you, outside these 
walls, on whom the three vails, of ignorance, 
of unbelief, and sin, lie heavily and lie equally. 
Your aid is asked to-day in lightening this pres- 
sure 1 . You are asked to relieve the spiritual 
destitution of this town by a liberal contri- 
tion, at the close of this Service, for the sup- 
port of additional Clergymen to carry amongst 
a poor and ignorant population the bread and 
-the water of eternal life. Shall I confess to 
you, my brethren, that it is not without some 
sorrow, I might almost say some shame, that 
I undertake the charge of this appeal? Spi- 
ritual destitution at the very gates of our loved 
and honoured University; in a place full of 
educated as well as Christian men; in a place 
not only the training-ground of our Clergy, 
but the very head-quarters of our Church ! 

1 A Collection was made after this Sermon for the relief 
of spiritual destitution in the town of Cambridge. 



THE TRIPLE VAIL. 137 

Can none be found, I ask myself, amongst 
the resident Clergy of the University, to. give 
themselves to the great work of evangelizing 
the University Town? I know: that there are 
examples, noble and conspicuous examples, of 
such self-devotion. May God add to their num- 
ber and recruit their ranks ! But if it be 
so that the want exists and I must fear that 
it cannot be disputed at least cast of your 
substance into the treasury of Christ ! Wipe off 
the reproach in some manner, if it may not 
be by giving yourselves I Let not a Parish 
of nine thousand souls be left to the steward- 
ship of one or even of two Clergymen with an 
annual stipend of less than fifty pounds. Prac- 
tise early or practise late the habit of denying 
yourselves that you may care for others ! Freely 
indeed have ye received as freely give ! 

It is written, first let the heart turn to Christ, 
and then the vail, whichever it be, will drop 
off from it. The vail of ignorance, the vail of 
unbelief, the vail of sin, each will be taken 
off, each, will be done away, in Christ. My 
brethren, has that first preliminary yet been 
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secured in you? Has the heart yet turned? 
Has the heart yet sought Christ's presence? 
Is there yet, in each one of us, that going in 
to Christ as to a real and living Person 
that going in even vailed, even with a soul 
clouded with doubt and clogged with sin 
with the cry, Lord, help me as I am ; Lord 
teach; Lord, enlighten; Lord, save me, not 
because I am worthy, not because my heart is 
pure, or my life, clean, not because my faith is 
strong or my hope bright or my love ardent, but 
just because I have nothing and am nothing, and 
need all, yea, the very first spark of life, from 
Thee alone? Till that is done, the vail re- 
mains untaken away. When that is done, the 
removal of the vail is sure, however gradual. 
Lord, I believe; help thou mine unbelief, is a 
cry answered once on earth, answered now daily 
from heaven, by Him who for this purpose died 
and was buried and rose again for us, that He 
might be Lord both of the dead and living ! 

TWENTIETH SUNDAY AFTEK TRINITY, 
November 2, 1862. 



SERMON VI. 

TWO LIVES AND TWO DEATHS. 

ROMANS xiv. 7. 

None of us liveth to himself, and no man dieth 
to himself. 




of us none liveth to himself? 
Blessed indeed beyond all human ex- 
perience would that world or that place be 
in which the words of the text were literally 
verified ! When every heart has indeed turned 
to the Lord, and when consequently from every 
heart the vail, the triple vail, spoken of last 
Sunday, the vail of ignorance, and the vail of 
unbelief, and the vail of sin, has begun at 
least to be taken away; then and then only 
will it be true of the body, of the society, of 
the congregation, that none of them, no one, 
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liveth to himself, and that none of them, no 
one, must look forward to dying to himself. 

The words have a cheerless and a chilling 
sound; to live to oneself, to die to oneself! 
God keep us all from knowing by experience 
their meaning; or if it "be too late to keep us 
from knowing the meaning of the one, at least 
may He so arrest us "betimes Tby the strong 
arm of His Providence and by the effectual 
call of His Spirit, that we may be saved from 
the horrible consequence of knowing the other ! 

Questions change, but principles are con- 
stant. Even within the limits of one lifetime, 
controversies political or religious have been 
violent enough to convulse a nation, and have 
gone back into an insignificance which has 
made men laugh in the retrospect at the in- 
terest they once took in them. But though 
questions change, principles change not. The 
early Church, like the Church of each succes- 
sive age, had its peculiar circumstances, and 
springing out of them its peculiar discussions. 
There were two points in its position which 
indicated special practical difficulties. One of 
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these was its relation to Judaism; the other 
its relation to heathenism. 

There were those within the Christian pale 
who could not understand how an institution 
once divine could ever cease to be obligatory. 
They could not see what is to us so plain, 
that a dispensation might come in by the way, 
parenthetically, between two others, to teach 
a particular lesson, and then pass and be super- 
seded. They misplaced, as many have done on 
all subjects, the word finality. 11, God spake 
by Moses, they could not see how the word 
spoken might have its day, its age, its work, 
and then its end ; might be God's word for a 
certain number of generations literally, and 
then, without losing its historical authority or 
its everlasting significance, yet have a fulfil- 
ment, and along with it a withdrawal, so far 
as it was the rule of a nation or the law of a 
world. Thus they endeavour to mix up Ju- 
daism and Christianity in a compound system. 
Not the moral law only, but the ceremonial 
code also, was for them an authoritative enact- 
ment with which even Christ's Gospel must 
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be interpreted or coerced into harmony. Hence 
a perpetual conflict between the formalism of 
the past and the liberty of the present. Con- 
sciences unenlightened or half-enlightened found 
danger in every modification allowed or sug- 
gested by the teachers of a spiritual freedom. 

On the other side, when the stronghold of 
idolatry began to be penetrated by the new 
faith, there arose a new difficulty as to the 
sense in which Christians were required to 
leave the world of old habit and natural rela- 
tionship, and to form an exclusive society with 
which heathenism should have no dealings. It 
was easy to lay down the law that a Christian 
should on no account be present at an idola- 
trous sacrifice : but was it equally evident that 
no Christian should accept an invitation to an 
unbeliever's table ? or that, having done so, he 
must institute an enquiry with regard to each 
particular dish, whether perhaps it did not con- 
sist of something previously offered in sacrifice 
in an idol's temple ? On these questions as 
on the former there was a diversity of opinion. 
Enlightened consciences saw that an idol was 
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nothing; was a block * of wood or stone, and 
that only; incapable of affecting, in the way 
of consecration or defilement, one of God's good 
creatures made for man's use and blessed to 
man's enjoyment. Unenlightened or half-en- 
lightened consciences could not divest them- 
selves of the idea that there 1 was something in 
that idolatrous dedication, which rendered food 
unsuitable on religious grounds for a Christian's 
participation. 

It is instructive sometimes to revert to a 
worn-out controversy, if it were only to remind 
ourselves how trifling may appear to a later 
age some of those discussions which wear 'in 
the present a garb of vital importance. Ques- 
tions of Church decoration and of rubrical 
propriety, questions of dress and posture, of 
music and offertory, some questions it may be 
(I say not all) of doctrine and interpretation, 
of creed and article, of faith and orthodoxy, 
may probably excite the surprise of the Church 
of another century, enlightened to appreciate 
with a juster discrimination things essential 
and non-essential, things of divine authority 
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and of human accretion. But the principles 
laid down by St Paul in this fourteenth chapter 
of his Epistle to the Eomans can never wear 
out or lose their value. Would to God, my 
brethren, that they were more deeply engraven 
on the heart of the Church! All ceremonial 
matters, he says in effect, are now things in- 
different. The observance of Jewish times and 
seasons, the avoidance of all possibility of con- 
tamination from the materials of idolatrous 
sacrifices, these are matters of mere insignifi- 
cance to one endued with Christ's Spirit : there 
is no abstract right or wrong concerning them. 
Only let every man be fully persuaded in Ms 
own mind: what he does, let him do in faith : 
for whatsoever is not of faith is sin. And in 
reference to one another, let every man hold 
fast the law of charity. Charity of conduct : 
for if thy freedom gives offence to another's 
conscience, if it wounds him as a sign of un- 
scrupulousness, or (still worse) if it emboldens 
him prematurely to follow thy example, now 
walkest thou not charitably. And charity of 
judgment also: impute not to thy brother 
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presumption or carelessness because he follows 
not with thee in a matter of observance : re- 
member that to his own Master he standeth or 
falleth ; remember also that for no matter of 
observance will that Master condemn. Let him 
that believes in the sanctity of seasons cherish 
their observance unto the Lord, in relation to 
Christ, with a view to Christ's will and Christ's 
glory ; and let him that regards all days as 
alike cherish that freedom unto the Lord, in 
relation to Christ, with a view to- Christ's will 
.and Christ's glory. And even thus let it be 
also with all questions of food; let him that 
eateth without scruple, do so to the Lord, giving 

God thanks ; and let him that scruples to eat 

7 

refrain to the Lord, still giving God thanks in 
his abstinence, even as the other in his en- 
joyment. 

For no one of us liveth. to himself, and no 
one dieth to himself* Living, he lives in re- 
lation to another; and dying, he dies in rela- 
tion to another. If we live, we live to the Lord ; 
and if we die, we die to the Lord. Christ is our 
object, and Christ is our hope. And this re- 

L 
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lation, this reference, to Christ, in our life and 
in our death, implies an interest and an owner- 
ship. Whether we live therefore or die, we are 
the Lord's : we belong to Christ ; and that is a 
tie which even death breaks not ; in death, as 
in life, we are His. Will He disown, will He 
discard, will He deny us, when we pass through 
the dark valley and expect a home and a rest 
beyond ? Nay, for this very cause Christ both 
died and rose and revived, that He might he 
Lord loth of the dead and living. 

The striking and impressive words thus 
brought before you suggest a contrast, nowhere 
more appropriate than to the case of this con- 
gregation, between two lives and two deaths ; 
between the life and the death of one who has 
self for his object, and the life and the death of 
one who does and who suffers all things in re- 
lation to another, even to our Lord and Sa- 
viour Jesus Christ. Let us give ourselves for a 
few moments to the meditation thus opened. 

I address here men of various habits, tastes, 
and circumstances. I address no man in all 
this assembly who may not, nay, who must 
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not at this moment be either living to himself 
or living to Christ. I address no one who has 
not a self; a distinct personal "being, with its 
own inclinations, affections, and interests ; or 
who may not consequently be making that 
self his object, his idol, his God. Nothing is 
a safeguard against this possibility; no con- 
dition of life, no conformation of character, no 
amiability of temper, no sacredness of calling. 
A man may be the instructor -of others, and 
yet selfish. A man ntay be a clergyman, and 
an active clergyman, and yet selfish. A man 
may be a philanthropist, a man may be a 
devout man, and yet selfish. A man may give . 
all his goods to feed the poor, St Paul tells us, 
yea, he may give his lyody to be burned, and yet 
not have charity; in other words, and yet be 
selfisR. Lfc all these things lie may be living 
still to himself. In his liberality, he may be 
seeking the praise of men. In his activity, he 
may be thinking how he can win the comfort 
of an approving conscience. In r his preaching, 
he may be regarding what man will say of 
him, and not seeking the honour which com- 

L2 
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eth of God only. In his self-devotion to the 
work of prayer, or to the work of charity, he 
may be considering only the welfare and the 
repose of his own soul ; and be selfish still, be 
living to himself still. 

I have no wish, my brethren, to pitch 
too high the demand for self-forgetfulness and 
self-demolition. I read even in my Bible the 
charge to work out our own salvation with fear 
and trembling ; and I read of this as the great- 
est of all promises, that a man through re- 
pentance and amendment of life shall save Ms 
own soul alive. There is a self-love which 
Christianity itself neither can nor ought to 
eradicate. And men who talk of the indif- 
ference of their own safety, of the insignificance 
of the question whether they themselves are 
pardoned and accepted, of the paltriness of one 
(their own) human soul in comparison with the 
general interests of their race and of the uni- 
verse, are using language as unreal as it is 
unscriptural, and misplacing great truths in a 
manner pregnant with mischief. A man is 
either a fool or a madman who does not care 
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whether he personally is saved or lost. This 
is that true instinct of self-preservation which 
is as distinctive a mark as reason or conscience 
of the being which can look before and after. 
It is not then in this sense that we would call 
a man to live not for himself. In this sense 
he must first live for himself if he would ever 
enter into the conception of living for another. 

But not in this higher sense are any of us, 
my brethren, in danger of living too much to 
ourselves. Not in the sense of being too eager 
for salvation, or too anxious lest we miss it. 
"Would to Grod that this were the chief or the 
real danger of any one of those who hear me 
this day ! Alas ! it is of something different 
from this, something far humbler, lower, meaner 
than this, that we have to speak if we would 
speak suitably or speak profitably. Pardon me 
if I seem to say one word of harshness or of 
disrespect. But it is my office an office in 
which I trust the word spoken outwardly is 
felt to be as applicable within to reason with 
you of righteousness and temperance and Judg- 
ment to come, and yet more of God's care and 
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of a Saviour's love for you. And these things 
cannot "be brought home without great plain- 
ness of speech. 

You are here, my younger brethren, in very 
many senses, your own masters. It was time 
that the daily restraints of your earlier training 
should be taken off from you, and that you 
should be left freer than ever before to choose 
for yourselves between good and evil. That is a 
poor education which consists to the end, nay, 
which consists from the beginning, in prescrib- 
ing and coercing. The object of all education 
must be so to habituate to right as that at last 
it shall become a second nature. Strange as 
the words may sound, it is not the object of 
education at any stage to render wrong-doing 
physically impossible. Not the jailing of the 
evil nature, but rather the exercising of the 
good, is the true aim and work of youthful 
discipline. Education is the formation of habits 
under direction. And that direction, which 
begins by being minute and peremptory, must 
gradually become, as childhood passes into boy- 
hood, and boyhood into youth, and youth into 
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manhood, more and more general and more 
and more persuasive. That which "began "by 
being the arrangement of every study, and the 
assignment of every hour to its duty, has be- 
come by this time, for the youngest of you, 
rather an indication than a rule. Time itself, 
with the exception of a small daily portion, is 
left to your own governance ; and the exercise 
of authority, which in earlier life sought to 
give to every slight departure from duty its 
exact recompence of punishment, has now with- 
drawn itself into the background, and inter- 
poses only in grave cases, where the well-being 
of the whole body would be injuriously affected 
by the impunity of the individual member. 
I remind you of these things to-day, because 
there is ever a serious risk in this place of the 
change which has passed over you remaining 
unnoticed ; of its being forgotten that increased 
freedom is always commensurate with increased 
responsibility, or imagined for one moment that 
as at School, so here also in the University, 
nothing is a duty which is not enjoined, and 
nothing wrong which is not forbidden. You 
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have to remember that life in the University 
is all but the life of independent manhood, 
and that the meaning of independence, its only- 
meaning for man, is personal responsibility, no 
longer consisting in compliance with human 
rules, but involving a direct individual refer- 
ence to a hand unseen, a will divine, and a 
judgment future. 

Dare I hope that there is no one present 
who has made a bad use of this increased 
freedom? in other words, who is availing him- 
self of it to live (as St Paul says) to himself? 

One says, Youth is the time of enjoyment : 
health is unbroken, the spirit gay, the present 
my own: soon the cares of the world will set 
in upon me, friends will be scattered, and I 
shall have to settle down to the dull occupa- 
tions of a common-place life. Who can grudge 
me a brief season of pleasure? Who can call 
me to a severe account, if the pursuit of enjoy- 
ment run on sometimes into levity, into care- 
lessness, into extravagance, into licence f I am 
not about to argue with you these old ques- 
tions : generation, after generation,, as it passed 
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across this stage, lias asked them: and I have 
lived long enough to see what comes of answer- 
ing them as those who ask always do answer 
them: I have seen trifling become foil} 7 ", and 
godlessness sin, and pleasure "bitterness: I have 
known a man come to curse the hour when he 
was left to the liberty of self-pleasing, and to 
lash himself with unavailing reproaches for 
.having forsaken but for one month the God 
of his father and the Guide of Ms youth. But, 
alas! his example is lost upon those who come 
after: they too, such being their will, must 
eat for themselves of every tree in the garden, 
and at last of that fruit which turns to ashes 
and to poison in the eating. Rejoice, young 
man, in thy youth; and let thy heart cheer 
thee in the days of thy youth, and walk in the 
ways of thine heart, and in the sight of thine 
eyes: but know thou that for all these things 
God will bring thee into judgment f 

Thus is one class formed, of men who live 
to themselves. He lives to himself, who rises 
in the morning with the question, How shall 
I enjoy this day to the uttermost? and lies 
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.down at evening measuring its value by its 
.pleasures. And he lives to himself, who idles 
away his time in profitless lounging and fri- 
volous talk, regardless of those great and solemn 
issues which depend for every human soul upon 
the stewardship of opportunity. And he lives 
to himself, who indulges every passing fancy 
for an object of luxury ( or taste, of appetite 
or ornament, knowing all the time that what 
he thus gains must be another's loss ; followed 
by wretched concealments, base artifices, and 
family sorrows. And he lives to himself, in 
a yet worse sense, who indulges his own lowest 
nature at the expence of another's degradation; 
who cares not how he entices into sin, or 
hardens in sin, another soul for which also, as 
for his, a Divine Saviour died. In all these 
things, acted over and over again in the very 
homes and centres of a Christian education, we 
see what may be called a contradiction of the 
words of the text, None of us liveth to him- 
self. 

But it has been already noticed that the 
words have a far wider application. You re- 
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member who has said, So is he that layeth up 
treasure for himself, and is not rich towards 
God. That treasure is not all money. There 
is a treasure-house "below of knowledge; and 
there is a treasure-house below of affection. A 
man may be a diligent student, and yet live 
to himself. Indeed there is in that contracted 
and self-contained life, even more than in one 
of greater expansion and variety, a peculiar 
risk of doing so. That daily hoarding of in- 
tellectual stores, that daily revelling in literary 
or scientific pursuits, which becomes at last 
the luxury and the necessity of a refined and 
elevated selfishness, this is one of the strongest 
illustrations of the mind and the life now be- 
fore us. Let a man who reads in youth, read 
with a view to active work in his generation; 
let a man who reads on still in age, also write; 
and the charge of mere selfishness must be 
mitigated if not withdrawn. Mitigated, if a 
man purposes to communicate; withdrawn, if 
a man is enabled to consecrate. 

For we must not forget that when St Paul 
said, Ndne of us liveth to himself, he spoke 
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not only of a life of unselfish humanity but 
of a life of Christian godliness. We hare not 
realized the idea when we have excluded self. 
We have not completed the picture till we 
have brought in Christ. When at last He is 
the central figure; when every human faculty 
and every human affection is turned to the 
contemplation, is lost in the adoration, of the 
Lamb that was slain; then and then only is 
the saying fulfilled, None of us liveih to him- 
self. 

And is not that completing touch the very 
want, the felt if not acknowledged want, of 
every one of us? Who has not said to him- 
self a thousand times in moments of calmer 
reflection, My life wants an object? Pleasure 
does not satisfy, and excitement does not satisfy, 
and knowledge does not satisfy, and friendship 
does not satisfy, and certainly sin does not 
satisfy : I am a lonely man amidst all : I hun- 
ger and thirst, I crave and am destitute, amidst 
and after all: life is still blank to me, the true 
life and the higher : give me something which 
lean rest upon, something which cannot be lost 
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again, something of which I may eat and not 
hunger, drink and not thirst : nay, let me in- 
terpret for you, not something, lut some One, 
whom I may love and commune with and 
rest upon; some One whom I may adore with- 
out idolatry, and trust without risk of dis- 
appointment! That thing or that person for 
which or for whom Nature instinctively cries 
out with groanings which cannot be uttered is 
called in Scripture for that very reason the 
Desire of all Nations ; and till He comes to 
you, till you know what it is to live for Him, 
to Him, with Him, in Him, you will hunger 
and thirst, you will be destitute and desolate 
still. 

To live to oneself is to be lonely however 
befriended, poor however rich. Yes, we all 
want some One to turn to in difficulty, and be 
sure of a Guide ; in sorrow, and be sure of a 
Comforter. And we can all describe this want, 
and talk fluently of the remedy. But which 
of us can say, / know what it is to live to 
another? Each day is. with me the companion- 
ship of Christ. Each day I carry to Him my 
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distresses and my temptations ; I bring Him 
into all; I set Him always before me: when 
I am at work, I hear Him saying to me, Pre- 
pare thyself thus to do me service;' and when lam 
in society, I hear Him saying to me, Eat and 
drink, listen and influence, to my glory; and 
when I kneel down at night, I hear Him saying 
to me, Son, thy sins are forgiven thee, sleep in 
peace; and when I rise again in the morning, 
I hear Him saying to me, Son, thou. art ever 
with me; I will never leave thee; continue thou 
in my love. Assuredly, if this be the happi- 
ness of any one, he can testify that there is 
none like it : if he can compare by experience 
this with any other service, he will indeed 
call it a perfect freedom ; that freedom which 
consists not in the licence to sin on and die, 
but in the enfranchisement from the yoke of 
evil to do that which the inner man allows and 
delights in as the alone good. 

Whether we live, we live unto the Lord. 
Life is passed day by day in relation to Christ. 
To Christ as our Master. Ye are not your own, 
ye are bought with a price : wherefore glorify 
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God in your lody and in your spirit, which 
are God's. This was that relation in which 
the first Christians so much gloried that they 
began their very letters one to another with 
the words, James or Peter, Paul or Jude; a 
servant, yea, a slave, of God and of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. How it simplifies life, and how 
it ennobles' life, and how it sanctifies life, to feel 
that it, life itself, is not only the gift of an- 
other, but is in deed and in truth that other's 
still! How it saves us from the, complexities 
and from the entanglements and from the 
duplicities of a divided service, a distracted 
heart ! Enough for us then to know that this 
or else this is Christ's will, no matter whether 
it would have been ours! that this must be 
done, whether easy or difficult, because and 
only because He our Master has commanded it! 
that this cannot be done, however attractive, 
however alluring, just because it would dis- 
please Him in whose favour is life! Yes, we 
shrink sometimes from the thought of having 
a Master; we try to gild the irksome duty 
with some other -ornament of self-choice, of 
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free will; when in reality the most delightful 
thing in all the world, could we Tbut grasp 
it, .is to have everything settled for us, every 
day's duties prescribed, every day's hours marked 
out for us, and every day's enjoyments meted 
out to us, "by One who is absolute Wisdom as 
well as perfect Love. 

Try the experiment, beloved brethren, of 
placing life for yourself upon this footing, that 
of living to Christ. Remember that this was, 
as St Paul here states it, the very object of 
His dying and rising again for us, that He 
might le Lord both of the dead and living. 
Will He frustrate His own work? If you turn 
to Him to night with all your heart, asking 
Him to forgive you the past, and to take 
your life henceforth under His direction, do 
you fear lest He should repulse you? No 
doubt you may be kept waiting days or even 
months for a clear or conscious response: you 
may seek on in darkness, and see no bright 
light arise upon you: that is the chastisement 
of past neglect; accept it as the proof that 
you are still a son! None the less carry to 
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Christ every morning, though He be behind 
the cloud, your day's work to be set you by 
Him, your day's trial to be by Him cheered 
and blessed. The habit of doing this will bring 
all else after it. Life will take a new colour, 
and the dry irksome routine will become a 
service of rest and love. 

And now St Paul carries our thoughts on- 
ward, and says that no one, that is, no Christian, 
dietli to himself. I know not that any words 
could be so persuasive to a Christian life as 
these which couple with it the promise of a 
Christian death. We have spoken of a man 
living to himself; and perhaps some hearts 
amongst us to-day did not see the harm, cer- 
tainly saw not the present wretchedness, of 
such a life. But the thought of dying to him- 
self must shock and startle any one. To die 
to oneself is to have the charge of oneself in 
dying; to be left, in that last extremity of 
human weakness, to find the crook and the staff 
which shall support and guide us when flesh 
and heart failetk; to be bereaved of any other 
comforter, and told to look to ourselves, for 

M 
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evil is before us. I well know that to the 
young no topic is so unpalatable, none so un- 
real, as the thrice-told tale of death. We are 
all gamblers by nature as to great events, as 
to the great event. We think it will never 
come; or that, if it must come at last, it will 
in some unknown way bring its own resource 
and its own solace with it. Well then, if it 
must be so, speculate on! You know that 
within ten years from this day many of the 
occupants of these galleries will be lying silent 
and cold in death: but no one dares to say 
positively that it will be you: and upon that 
chance you will reckon; you will forget, you 
will trifle, you will presume, you will sin still! 

The preacher who knows anything of him- 
self can be tolerant of any indifference, of any 
coldness, of any hardness, in his hearer. Yet 
none the less, but even the more for that ex- 
perience, would he use all earnestness of ex- 
hortation and of entreaty in urging him, while 
it is called To-day, to take, God helping him, 
the one little step which lies between him and 
life. He, that Jiearetli my word, Christ says to 
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us, and believeth on Him that sent me, hath 
everlasting ^/e, hath it now, yea, is passed, has 
crossed over, from death into life. That man, 
when he comes to die, will die unto the Lord. 
As in life, so in death, his being will have an 
object and a relation; an aspect towards One 
who changes not, but is the same yesterday 
and to-day and for ever, and of whose un- 
changeableness all who trust in Him shall par- 
take. That is the one only relation which death 
itself shall not alter. To death, in death, 
through death, Christ is his Lord. To glorify 
Christ still; to remind others of Him; to show 
forth in his own case what Christ is, how good, 
how great, how strong, how patient; to make 
men see and feel that that service is man's rest, 
and man's joy, and man's exceeding great re- 
ward; thus to magnify Christ in his body 
whether it be by life or by death, this is the 
Gospel rule of holy living and of holy dying; 
and to him who keeps it the words are verified 
in their fulness, Whether we live therefore or 
die, we are the Lord's. 

God grant, my brethren, that some hitherto 
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torpid soul may be stirred into activity by 
means of the feeble words now spoken! There 
is enough around us at this season to make the 
most thoughtless serious. What can be so 
painful, to any who have a heart to feel, as 
the contrast presented this day in the sight of 
God between the self-indulgence of the few 
and the acute suffering of the many? Let 
any young man study, the heart-rending tale, 
with the name of which all are too familiar, 
of the Lancashire distress, and I think he will 
feel ashamed of living (in the lower and grosser 
sense of the words) any longer to himself. He 
will feel it not unchristian only but inhuman 
to be enjoying life to the full, while countrymen 
and countrywomen, are enduring, by no fault 
of theirs, and with a marvellous submission, 
every pang of cold and hunger, of privation 
and wretchedness. And thus the call this week 
to be addressed to you will find a ready echo 
in young and generous hearts. if you could 
begin to live to others, I believe that you 
would go on to live to Christ. Ask Him for 
His help in doing so! Ask Him to bless what 
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I am persuaded will be your self-denials, be 
they ever so small, in the cause of charity ! 
Yea, cry earnestly to Him who alone can 
arouse the dead soul into newness of life, and 
in due season, when His own time shall come, 
He will give energy to that call which else 
will be powerless to quicken, Young man, I 
say unto thee, Arise/ 



c 



TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY, 
November 9, 1862. 



SEBMON VII. 
WHAT THINK YE. OF CHRIST? 

ST MATTHEW xxn. 43. 
What think ye of Christ? 

TT7E have spoken of turning to Christ, and 
* * we have spoken of living to Christ. We 
have spoken of a vail interposed between us 
and Christ, and of a self which usurps a ser- 
vice due to Christ only. 

But is there not a yet earlier question to 
be answered, before either of these acts can be 
done, before either of these obstacles can be 
removed? Who is this Person of whom we 
speak so confidently as the Light and the Life, 
as the Master and the Lord, of man? What 
think we, what know we, of Christ ? 
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This is the question of questions, for every 
age, and for our own. Before this question 
every other fades and slinks away. Ques- 
tions of genuineness and authenticity, questions 
of criticism and interpretation, the question 
(I say it without scruple) of inspiration itself, 
all these are as nothing in comparison of the 
question, asked once on earth of a company of 
scoffing Pharisees, asked now from heaven of a 
congregation of professed "believers, What think 
ye of Christ? 

The Apostle Peter gives this charge to 
Christians generally and surely it lies not less 
heavily upon a commissioned instructor of Chris- 
tians Be, ready always to give an answer to 
every man that asketli you a reason of the hope 
that is in you, with meekness and fear. Are 
there not here present to-day some whose in- 
most hearts are asking of me a reason of. the 
hope that is in them; a reason of the hope 
which still lingers within, though, like the re- 
maining good in the Church of Sardis, it be 
indeed ready to die? Yes, we live in days of 
great unsettlement, and objections which once 
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came only from without the Church, from open 
enemies or self-styled free-thinkers, are urged 
now from within, in tones of grave earnestness 
or pathetic sadness, Iby men who fill the Chris- 
tian ranks or even carry the Church's "banner. 
And those whose minds are still ductile, gradu- 
ally taking that impress which is in after years 
to stereotype itself into character, are sorely 
perplexed and embarrassed in forming a decided 
opinion amidst this agitating strife of tongues. 
Too often they postpone that decision until a 
day shall come, which comes not, when a final 
judgment shall have Ibeen passed upon con- 
flicting arguments. The time is gone by, the 
time is not come, for authoritative judgments. 
No earthly court now speaks so as to be an 
end of all strife: when the heavenly court 
gives sentence, it will be too late ; time will be 
no more ; the great night will have come when 
no man can work. In the midst therefore of 
this restless, this unending debate, as to things 
true and false, things divine and human, we 
must act and we must suffer; judging, not in- 
fallibly, but with an honest and a patient judg- 
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merit, each man for himself, upon assertions 
claiming his assent, and demands challenging 
his obedience. And we doubt" not that He 
who has here placed us, who has ordained that 
our lot should fall not upon a period of blind 
assent to traditional opinions, but upon a cen- 
tury of bold speculation and unbridled self-will, 
has both designed this for our trial, and will 
bless it to our final good. 

A trial it is : let no man miscall it. And a 
trial which must be endured, not evaded. We 
cannot say to enquiry, Thus far shalt tJiou 
come, and no further : assail my outworks, but 
touch not my citadel. We cannot say, I may 
at least assume thus much ; I need not distress 
myself by discussing that ; every science has its 
axioms and its postulates ; the first axiom of 
my theology shall be the Divinity of Christ, 
and the first postulate of my theology shall be 
the authority of Scripture. He who would be 
well instructed in these days unto the kingdom 
of heaven must have his reasons, be they ever 
so brief, even for these first elements of truth. 
And I know nothing more comforting, nothing 
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more reassuring, in days of darkness, than to 
run over in the mind these reasons for believ- 
ing. There was a time when it was the fashion 
to disparage evidences. A Sermon on the proofs 
of Christianity would have been treated as at 
once chilling and superfluous. We have lived 
to judge differently. We want all our armour 
out again: every separate piece has its use: 
and we shall Ibe well contented to be laughed 
at as old-fashioned, if we may but feel our- 
selves thoroughly equipped against all the fiery 
darts of the wicked one. 

It is in the humble hope of contributing 
something, however insignificant, to this work 
of comforting and of strengthening, that I 
stand to-day in this great congregation, and 
ask of them, What think ye of Christ? Can 
you tell me who He is, and what? Can you 
give me any good reason for believing that 
there is such a Person? He that cometh to 
Him must believe that He is: if the heart 
would turn to the Lord, it must first be as- 
sured of His being ; if a man would live to 
the Lord and die to the Lord, he must first 
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be persuaded that that Lord exists, and that 
He is this in person and character, and not that. 
Blessed be. God, enquiry need not be doubt: 
enquiry made, as St Peter says, with meekness 
and fear, is the very opposite, the very an- 
tidote, of doubt: God gives us a reason for 
believing, and to enquire is but to explore and 
to ascertain it. 

Now I am thinking to-day of a case which 
I know to be extremely common; a mind 
thoroughly confused and shaken as to the great 
verities of the Gospel. In some places I might 
almost fear the effect of this confession. It 
might be dangerous, as well as painful, to speak 
of such unsettlement as possible. But not 
here. Here you know how to be tender to 
such an experience. Those who read widely 
and think deeply, those whose office it is to 
guide or whose present business it is to form 
opinion, will not count it shocking, though 
they may sorrow over it, that in certain moods 
of mind or in certain stages of developement 
there should be a temporary break-down of 
all confidence in things most authoritatively 
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taught, most ardently desired, or most deeply 
cherished. And men in that condition are often- 
times driven into silence. They can scarcely 
express their state without giving pain and 
without incurring misconception. Two friends 
may "be passing through the same trial: they 
talk freely upon every other topic, "but upon 
this they are silent. What would not either 
give for the sympathy of the other? But no; 
he dare not give a whole confidence, and he 
will not give a half. He must struggle on, 
grope on, suffer on, all alone. 

But there is just one person who ought 
to understand him, and from whom he ought 
to get help. The ministry of God's House, 
in one part of its office, that of preaching, is 
designed not only to "build up the faithful, "but 
also to soothe the fearful, and to reassure the 
doubter. Sometimes the preacher does well 
to pause in his exposition of truth or his en- 
forcement of duty, and say, But there is one 
amongst you who cannot receive this saying, 
because he is distressed and shaken ly a fun- 
damental doubt; ly an involuntary misgiving 
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as to the very Person for whom Ms allegiance is 
thus confidently demanded. Let me talk to him 
from this place: his heart will open to me the 
more readily because he knows that I know him 
not: and yet, God helping me, I will read his 
heart to him, though his name is unknown to 
me. And now what shall he say to him ? how 
shall he assist him in laying again the first 
foundations? Need he Ibe ashamed to stoop 
very low; to speak of things almost puerile in 
their elementariness ? Not so, if he be as his 
Master. Reach hither thy finger, and behold 
my hands: and reach hither thy hand, and 
thrust it into my side: and be not faithless, 
but believing ! Even so must we do ; pointing 
to the seen, and passing through that to the 
unseen ; starting from things earthly, and rising 
by a gradual progress towards things heavenly, 
things divine. 

You are here, we might say to him, called 
by the name of Christ. A Christian is a 
follower of Christ. Christianity, the religion of 
Christ, is a fact in the world. You yourself are 
a witness, by no choice of yours, to its exist- 
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ence, as a name and as a power, upon this 
solid earth. The Christian religion, like every 
other religion, had a Founder. Its very enemies 
tell us His name, His date, His country, His 
end. His very enemies tell us the rapid spread 
of His religion notwithstanding that discourag- 
ing, that ignominious beginning. You yourself 
are a proof of it. Eighteen centuries after that 
event you are here named after Him, address- 
ing your worship through and to Him. All 
around you, you yourself, would take it as 
an affront were that appellation refused; were 
it said, You are no Christian. All the most 
solemn acts of your nation proceed upon the 
supposition that the nation is Christian; in 
other words, that Christianity is true. These 
things are facts. What then? do they prove 
conclusively that the religion is true? have 
there "been, are there, no false religions claim- 
ing and receiving the obedience of nations? 
.What do we say then? We say that the fact, 
the accident if you will, of your being by race 
and name a Christian, makes it imperative 
upon you, as an act of reason, to inform your- 
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self, to come to some individual judgment, as 
to Him whose name you tear. Am I safe in 
trusting to Him for access to God, for pardon 
of sin, for support in death, for eternal life? 
Who is this Jesus, by whose name I am named, 
and in whose strength pious men in this 
country live and die? 

If I would know anything of one of the 
great men of the past, I must read his history. 

If there exists a biography of him ; still more, 
a contemporary or nearly contemporary bio- 
graphy of him; I study it with deep attention. 
If there be more than one such record, I read 

r 

each, and I compare them one with another. 
If this comparison discloses some contrarieties, 
it becomes a matter of profound interest to 
adjust the balance of testimony, and to har- 
monize as I may the seeming discord. Such 
varieties there are in all histories, in all bio- 
graphies. And the more, in proportion to the 
eminence of the person and the excitement of 
the scenes in which he moved. The memoirs 
of the first French Eevolution are full of these 
discrepancies. In many matters of detail you 
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cannot arrive at certainty, because you can- 
not reconcile conflicting evidence, as to the 
real lives or real deaths of the unhappy sove- 
reigns and princes who figure in that disastrous 
tale. But does any one infer from this con- 
fusion that there were no such persons, or that 
their general character and history is unknown 
to us? The very interest felt Iby the writer in 
the events described, the excitement and agi- 
tation and anguish connected with the sight of 
insults and cruelties and tortures inflicted upon 
those whom he loved and honoured and re- 
vered, has a tendency to blur the distinctness 
or even to impair the correctness of his recollec- 
tion of minor details: insomuch that two eye- 
witnesses of the same occurrence will describe 
it with considerable discrepancies; and yet each 
with the most truthful intention, and each with 
a generally faithful effect. You see this not 
in books only, but in oral accounts of trans- 
actions just ended. And much as you regret 
the difficulty, in some cases the impossibility, 
of arriving at exact accuracy in the knowledge 
of every small detail, you would be thought, 
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and justly thought, not unreasonable only but 
insane, if you made this a plea for doubting the 
main fact in question, or disputing the general 
aspect of the characters and agents involved. 

Apply the same principle to the biogra- 
phies which you possess of Jesus Christ. They 
are four in number. We do not assume at 
this stage of our enquiry either a divine in- 
spiration of these Books, or an entire exemption 
from the ordinary risks of error. I will read 
the life of Christ as I read any other life. I 
will form my first idea of Him as I would form 
my first idea of any personage of history. I 
will allow as much as any one asks of me for 
discrepancies and contrarieties amongst these 
biographies. I will narrow my ground until I 
have given nothing more to this record in 
which nevertheless every hope of my soul is 
bound up than I give every day to the nar- 
ratives of the present, or the histories of the 
past. Only I will refuse to give less to it. I 
will refuse to apply to the Gospels a principle 
which it would be madness to apply to any 
other evidence or to any other record. Nothing 

N 
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is oftentimes so irrational as rationalism, and 
nothing so credulous as incredulity. It is not 
to be endured it is not to "be accounted for 
on any supposition save one that scepticism 
should dogmatize upon our faith as it could 
not do without madness upon any other matter 
either of fact or opinion, and despoil us of the 
very hope that is in us by rules which in any 
other application would Tbe preposterous if not 
ludicrous. 

Take into your hand one of these four bio- 
graphies of Jesus Christ. Come afresh, as far 
as possible, to the contemplation. Put your- 
self, as far as possible, out of the light of pre- 
vious faith and previous knowledge. If I had 
this only, what should I think of Christ? Stand 
in the first place at some distance from the 
picture: lose its separate lines, and view it 
only in its effect. If this were all I knew, 
what should I think of Christ ? 

i. I am struck first of all by His conformity 
with the name by which He commonly de- 
scribed Himself, that of the Son of Man. I am 
struck, in every sense, by His humanity. Such 
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a Man, such a real Man, in every sense ; so 
manly, so manful, so humane, so human! Such 
a strength, such a tenderness, such help, such 
sympathy, such power, such love! So I run 
on; and I love to do so, "because I am persuaded 
that it is in such general reflections as these 
that the foundation of faith is laid. We must 
begin with the Son of Man, before we can hope 
to end with the Son of God. What think ye 
of Christ? whose Son is Ee? t We must speak 
of Him as David's Son, before we can rise to 
the contemplation of Him as David's Lord. 

Let me draw out this first conception into 
a few particulars. I am perplexed where to 
begin: let me begin anywhere; it matters 
not. 

i. What a force of will! Who ever said of 
Him that He was not firm, first of all, with 
Himself? Who ever pretended to say that He 
was not holy, self-governed, His own master, 
resolute to deny Himself that which was wrong, 
absolute in His refusal ever to indulge Him- 
self to the neglect of duty, perfect in His con- 
trol over the power of temptation? Stand 

N2 
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forth, ye His enemies, and cast a stone, if you 
can, at the spotlessness of His character! 

ii. What a perfect sincerity! When did He 
ever stoop to the language of complaisance or 
flattery? In what instance did He ever call a 
word or an act by a false name? How boldly 
did He rebuke vice! If I might say it (and 
you know that I do say it) with entire rever- 
ence, what an example was He of our English 
virtues ! That perfect straightforwardness, that 
freedom from artifice and from finesse, that 
directness of purpose, and that plainness of 
speech, let us not fail to recognize in Him 
who is called in prophetic language the Desire 
of all nations, the Desire, the satisfaction, the 
resting-place, of this! 

iii. Tet, on the other hand, what a tender- 
ness of feeling, what a gentleness of spirit! It 
is not often that strength and sweetness meet 
in one person: when they do meet, the union, 
even the imperfect union such as we see it 
sometimes in man, is irresistibly attractive. 
But when were these two qualities ever so 
united as they were in Christ? The sight of 
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suffering of bodily suffering, of mental suffer- 
ing, of spiritual suffering touched him to the 
quick. And yet His own life was a life of 
suffering made up of all these. He Himself 
hungered; no stone would He turn into bread 
for His own relief: but when He saw the mul- 
titudes distressed for food in a desert place, 
instantly He had compassion, and could not 
bear to let them depart without a bountiful, 
if it were even a miraculous supply. He was 
houseless and homeless; He was lonely in 
heart; He was falsely accused ; He was scorned 
and taunted and maligned: all these things 
He received as His daily portion, and saw in 
them the very cup of sorrow which His Father 
gave for His drinking. But when He saw 
another's soul sad or suffering or sorrow-laden, 
the sympathy which He asked not for Himself 
was ever ready on His part for another. 

iv. And thus we reach the unselfishness of 
His character. What a life of self-denial, of 
self-sacrifice, of self-forgetfulness, was His ! 
What a long and weary day was each one of 
the days of that life! From early morning 
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till late evening He was ministering to others; 
teaching, healing, listening to sorrows and re- 
lieving them, opening heavenly things to the 
ignorant and the earthly-minded, and then 
turning to make earth itself less dreary to the 
care-worn and the broken-hearted. He never 
said to any one that He was too hungry or 
too weary or too sad at heart to attend to him 
and that instantly. On His way to the house 
of mourning He is thronged and pressed by 
conflicting applications. Never did He express 
impatience of any importunity: never did He 
ask a moment's respite from the oppressive 
monotony of supplication. 

v. And look, once again, at the humility of 
the character ; the absence of all parade and -all 
display in its benevolence. Many men and many 
women, living a life of devoted charity, have been 
the heralds of their own virtues: with whatever 
professions of humility, they have taken pains 
to let others hear of their deeds: sometimes 
they have been visibly elated by their own 
triumphs, and have shown a sensitiveness to 
reproof or disparagement contrasting somewhat 
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painfully with loud professions of self-know- 
ledge and of self-abasement. How unlike in 
all this to Him whose servants they call them- 
selves! Those repeated charges to the subjects 
of His marvellous cures, that they should not 
make Him known; that habit of withdrawing 
Himself from admiring crowds and refusing 
popular demonstrations ; that description of 
Him, in the words of prophecy, by an eye- 
witness of His ministry, He shall not strive 
nor cry, neither shall any man hear His voice 
in the streets; do not these things add a yet 
further mark of perfection to that unexampled 
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character, and crown with a distinctive glory 
the person of this Son of Man? 

vi. And then we pass to the elevation of 
Christ's character. What a superiority we see in 
Him to all the infirmities and to all the little- 
nesses of human nature ! How did He rise above 
all considerations of earthly position and advan- 
tage! What an indifference did he show to the 
inconveniences and to the slights of poverty! 
With what a majesty of conscious independence 
did He confront the arrogance alike of temporal 
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and of spiritual authority: giving honour where 
honour was due; but asserting for Himself that 
freedom of speech and of will, which is the 
attribute and birthright of man ! How did 
He dignify and ennoble the state of the poor, 
and equalize (in the only just sense) all ranks 
and conditions of men in reference to the two 
chief tribunals, of God and of conscience ! And 
how did He show in His own example 
the perfect compatibility of this moral and 
spiritual equality with the most entire obe- 
dience to law and the most becoming respect 
for station and office ! For this reason, it may 
be, amongst others, He chose for Himself upon 
earth the condition of the working man and 
of the poor, that He might show forth at once 
the duty and the dignity of that largest class 
of mankind ; its duty in obedience, its dignity 
in free-will; its duty in observing order and in 
paying respect to power, its dignity in being 
inwardly, in heart and in soul, not the servant 
of man but of God only. 

vii. And this elevation of character was 
maintained even in Him, instrumentally, by 
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devotion. His days were given to charity, His 
nights to prayer. Soon will that grace decay 
which is not fed by conmrnnion with God. 
Soon will a life of "benevolence "become a mere 
routine; soon will living for others "become the 
death of the soul ; soon will independence de- 
generate into waywardness, and elevation of 
character into exaltation of self; unless time 
Tbe found or made for self-recollection, self-ex- 
amination, meditation, and prayer. Of Jesus 
we read sometimes that He went .out into a 
mountain alone, and continued all night in prayer 
to God. Sometimes that He withdrew Himself 
into the wilderness and prayed. Sometimes that, 
after a long and busy day of charity, He rose 
up in the morning a great while before day, 

t 

and departed into a solitary place, and there 
prayed. Such was, humanly speaking and it 
is in thai-aspect that we are now contemplating 
Him the secret of His life. Thus it was that 
He lived above the world while still in it, and 
continued to be (as it is written) the Son of 
God in heaven, even while He was also the 
Son of man who came down from heaven. And 
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we see in all this, not only an example for our 
imitation, "but also which is our present sub- 
ject matter for our admiration and for our 
reverence. There is that in us, even by nature, 
which does reverence devotion, if we can be 
quite sure that it is separated from hypocrisy. 
Our own hearts, fallen though they be from 
an original righteousness, or tampered with 
though they may have been by the arts of 
unbelief and sin, do recognize in a life of secret 
communion with God a mystery which they 
adore, as well as a power which they acknow- 
ledge; and then only regard with entire ap- 
proval a life of active beneficence, when they 
can believe it to be set in motion by a spring 
of divine mechanism, and kept in motion by 
a repeated application of the power in which 
it originated. 

viii. And where there is a combination 
(where else indeed but here shall we find it?) 
of all the several elements which have been 
enumerated; strength and tenderness, sincerity 
and gentleness, unselfishness and humility, 
elevation of character and devotion of spirit; 
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there we are prepared to contemplate with un- 
mixed admiration the exhibition, in the last 
place, of an exhaustless patience. In some 
cases patience is no virtue. There is a patience 
which has degenerated into tameness, into 
timidity, into an absence of feeling, or a servi- 
tude of the will. There is a patience which 
submits where it ought to resist, and would 
rather dishonour God than affront man. But 
this is where there has been an absence of 
other qualities essential to the true .perfection 
of the human character. This is where in- 
dependence and elevation and self-control and 
devotion, force of will and magnificence of 
heroism, have not been present but absent. If 
there have been these also, then indeed pa- 
tience, the steady unflinching resolute endurance 
of pain and anguish in the cause of right, 
becomes, men themselves being the judges, a 
virtue and the very crown of virtues. Thus it 
is that the heart of man has ever been touched 
by the thought of the sufferings of Christ. We 
are not speaking yet of what we deeply and 
earnestly believe to have been the chief use, 
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the glorious effect, of these sufferings; we are 
speaking of the character which shone forth 
in them. And we do not believe that any 
device or any sophistry of the unbeliever will 
ever make a man's heart proof against the 
thought of the patience of Jesus. The record 
of those last scenes of His earthly life; of His 
latest conversation with His disciples, of His 
agony in the garden, of His betrayal, His deser- 
tion, His long examinations before the chief 
priest, before Pontius Pilate, before king Herod, 
of His invincible silence under false accusation, 
of His meek endurance of unjust contempt, of 
shameful scourging and insolent spitting, of 
the pain and the weariness and the thirst and 
the faintness and the protracted torture of 
crucifixion, of His prayer for His enemies, of 
His thought for His desolate mother, of His 
final commendation of His departing spirit 
to that heavenly Father who yet seemed to 
Him, in the darkness of the hour, to have 
forsaken and forgotten Him; will make itself 
felt, I believe, whenever it is heard by the ear 
of man; will certainly, at particular moments 
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(and those the most critical moments) of human 
life, be turned to as the chief, the only stay; 
will conquer from age to age, as it has con- 
quered in the past eighteen centuries, the stub- 
bornness of the will and the alienation of the 
heart from God, and make good over and over 
again the well-known words of the Apostle Paul 
to the Corinthians, We preach Christ crucified, 
unto the Jews a stumblingblocJc, and unto the 
Greeks foolishness; but unto them which are 
called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power 
of God, and the wisdom of God. 

2. And thus we should pass, in this rapid 
survey, from the character to the doctrine, 
from the holiness of the Man to the wisdom 
of the Teacher. Take one single Gospel ; take 
but one single chapter of that one Gospel; 
let your eye rest separately upon, each utter- 
ance which it ascribed to Jesus; reflect, as you 
read, upon the acknowledged humility of His 
earthly origin; ask yourself over and over 
again the old question of His enemies, How 
knoiueth this man letters, having never learned? 
From whence hath this man this wisdom ? mark 
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His spiritual insight J.nto duty ; how He carries 
the holy law into the heart of man ; how He 
sets conscience to work upon the demands of 
God; how He brings every feeling to the 
test of practice, Ye shall know it l>y its fruits; 
how He calls us to decision, to consistency, 
to unity within, and to forbearance and peace 
and charity without; how He urges entire 
confidence in God's power and goodness and 
mercy, and assures us that what we ask 
shall be done for us; how He unmasks our 
latent duplicities, and bids us beware of hy- 
pocrisy as of the one thing which He can- 
not away with; how He calls to Himself the 
anxious and the doubting and the ignorant 
and the sin-laden, and offers to every man 
according to his need rest in Him; how He 
pities the difficulties, inward and outward, of 
the struggling, the tempted, the half-believing 
soul, and offers to each the very balm, the very 
healing, to each one most appropriate; how 
He sounds the very depths of our being, and 
brings out of an inexhaustible storehouse just 
those thoughts and those promises which we 
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feel, could we but grasp them, would rectify- 
ever y distortion, and make up every breach, 
and satisfy every longing and every yearning 
of our wandering and storm-tossed souls. 

And as I read on and ponder the words such 
as never man spalce, I discover in them a claim 
and a self-assertion which would be irreconcil- 
able with His already known character if it 
were not strictly true. I linger upon words 
which tell of Him from His own lips as giving 
His own life a ransom for many, His own flesh 
for the life of the world, His own body up- 
lifted on the Cross to draw all men unto Him. 
I hear Him saying that it is the will of God 
Himself that all men should honour the Son even 
as they honour the Father, that the Father 
has committed to the Son all judgment, and that 
the voice of the Son is that resistless sound 
which shall summon forth the dead to a re- 
surrection of life or else a resurrection of con- 
demnation. At last the whole of this mar- 
vellous disclosure is summed up in the one 
single utterance, I and my Father are one. 
I should start back in horror from such decla- 
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rations, if they proceeded from any mouth save 
this alone. But here I find myself listening 
without repugnance, and receiving without the 
will to contradict. By degrees the voice of the 
Speaker has so penetrated my soul, that I am 
persuaded He could not speak in error, and 
would not speak in blasphemy. One so hum- 
ble, so retiring, so self-forgetting ; One whose 
very voice no man ever heard in the streets; 
would not claim for Himself the power to 
atone for human sin or to sit in judgment 
upon human destiny, would not claim for Him- 
self, above all, coeternity and coequality and 
absolute oneness with God, unless the very 
truth itself prompted the utterance, and made 
it impossible that the claim should be withheld. 

Yes, my brethren, the doctrine of Jesus 
is the very complement of His character; and 
he who has first been drawn towards Him as 
the Son of Man begins to find, as He reads on, 
that there is something here beyond the manner 
of man; the breath of God is on His lips, 
as the fragrance of heaven was about His steps. 

3. Such was He in goodness, such in wisdom: 
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and is there not yet a third part of God's 
attesting seal ; I say not the greatest it is not 
given us to compare infinites I say not the 
most beautiful or the most attractive; but yet 
a part, and (let men speak as they will) an 
essential part, of the testimony which can alone 
prove a Revelation; the seal of power? I put 
this last, not first. Power alone, viewed in its 
exercise below, is an ambiguous test : there may 
be, we learn it from Scripture, an imitation, a 
successful imitation, of God's power,; and there 
may be a counterworking, not without results, 
of God's power, by God's enemy: we hear in 
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our own days marvellous tales of power; power 
exercised over human frames by human hands 
or human wills; power over lifeless matter, 
power over departed souls. We just hear these 
things, and wonder: we neither believe them 
nor disbelieve: they do not at present fit in 
either into our philosophy or into our religion. 
But this we can see, and see already; that 
these wonders, even if they rose into miracles, 
lack the distinctive mark of that which we so de- 
signate in the Gospels: these things are not the 
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seal of God set to anything; they are entirely 
dissociated both from wisdom and goodness; 
they come not to attest a revelation; they are 
strange isolated phenomena, and there they 
end. But when Jesus Christ wrought one of 
His miracles; when He calmed the raging 
storm, or cast out from a tortured soul its pos- 
sessing devil; He did it as One who had a 
mission from God to man, as One who had 
already proved that mission by the two other, 
the two infallible tokens, of a divine goodness 
and a divine wisdom. From Him a miracle 
was not a wonder only but a sign; a sign which 
pointed to something; even to the source of 
His mission, its motive, its character, and its 
end. And when I see what He was in wisdom, 
and when I see what He was in goodness; 
when I hear what He came for, and when I 
behold what He has accomplished; I do not 
wonder that He manifested also an almighty 
power: rather should I have wondered if He 
had lacked, or failed to use, that third creden- 
tial: His miracles, to my mind, need no evi- 
dence but the very commonest and most simple; 
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they hang together and are of a piece with 
all the rest: what would have been incredible 
in another is natural in Him; inasmuch as it 
was to be expected that He whom I have 
already seen to have God's wisdom and whom 
I have already seen to have God's goodness 
with Him, should have with Him also, and for 
the selfsame purpose, God's almighty strength. 

And as I witness that strength exercised in 
life; exercised in every conceivable depart- 
ment of nature and of human circumstance; 
exercised upon the winds and waves, exercised 
upon the food that supports and upon the 
disease which undermines life ; exercised upon 
the soul winch Satan has bound and upon the 
body which has even seen corruption; so I 
perceive that over that superhuman strength 
death itself, His own death, has no final, no 
continued control: I find that, as in life He 
had ever refused every sign but one to an evil 
and faithless generation, and that one the re- 
surrection of His own body a temple He call- 
ed it within three days and nights from His 
dissolution ; so after death He was able to make 

02 
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good that promise, to fulfil that sign, to show 
Himself alive after His passion to witnesses the 
most competent, not as a disembodied spirit, 
but as a man complete in "both parts of His 
nature, and yet invested with a glory not of 
this world, and made ready for a return into 
those heavenly places from which he declared 
Himself to have first descended. All this 
which I could not have believed of another, 
I find, conceivable and credible in Him. I have 
learned by this time to judge of Him as pos- 
sessed of a character more than human, a 
nature absolutely divine. And therefore as I 
rise from point to point in the long series of 
His acts and words below, I seem to have 
reached naturally and without astonishment 
this crowning miracle of the Eesurrection. 1 
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add it to His evidences without sense of discord 
or of contrariety. And when I am asked at 
length, What thinJcest thou of Christ? whose Son 
is He? I can answer with an unhesitating con- 
fidence, I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son 
of God. 

What think ye of Christ? whose Son is He? 
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Till that question is answered in each one of 
us, there is no rest and no strength for any 
man. If we set out in the race of life without 
answering it, we are the sport of every passing 
wind, in the deepest interests and the highest 
destinies of our being. Every word breathed 
against the authority of a divine revelation or 
the reality of a divine inspiration, is enough 
to topple down the whole fabric of a traditional 
faith, and to destroy the sand-built habitation 
of a conventional hope. Happy is the man who 
has so assured himself, by Grod' s grace, of the 
mission, the truth, and the Divinity of his 
Saviour, that he can consider every other ques- 
tion, whether of opinion or practice, under His 
guidance, in His presence! Then if he has 
anything to modify, by later experience or 
deeper reflection, in his first ideas of theology, 
whether in regard to the relation of Scripture 
to science, or of the human to the divine ele- 
ment in inspiration, he does so under Christ's 
direction, and is a believer and a Christian 
still. Perhaps, if he looks more closely into 
the matter, he will find that what is supposed 
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adverse to the Bible is in reality in perfect 
harmony with it, and will eventually turn to 
it for a testimony. He will not be forward to 
surrender without reason, but neither will he 
be perverse in retaining against reason, any 
supposed outwork of the truth he loves. His 
faith in Christ Himself, the result first of en- 
quiry, and then secondly of intercourse of 
carefully noting the evidences of the Gospel, 
and then of daily communing with the Sa- 
viour whom the Gospel reveals is built upon 
a rock that is indeed higher than he, at whose 
feet the storms of controversy may spend 
themselves, but upon whose head, through all 
time, the eternal sunshine settles. He knows 
in whom he has believed, and is persuaded that 
He is able to keep that which he has committed 
to Him against that day. God grant us all, 
beloved brethren, this faith and this hope, in 
life and in death, for His Son our Lord Jesus 
Christ's sake ! 

TWENTY-SECOND SUNDAY AFTER TBINITY, 
November 16, 1862. 



SERMON VIII. 
THE FRAGMENTS THAT REMAIN, 

ST JOHN vi. 12. 

Gather up the fragments that remain, that 
nothing be lost. 

f 

NO two persons will have heard this annual 
call of the Sunday next before Advent 
with precisely similar feelings. In many a Pa- 
rish church, throughout England and through- 
out Christendom, this will have l)een to-day 
the text of the Sermon : how various the emo- 
tions roused or quickened by the help of it ! 
Was it not thus or might it not (on one sup- 
position) have been thus when the words 
were first spoken? As it was, the command 
said this to the disciples: You have seen a 
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sign this day: you are witnesses Iww scanty 
was the original provision; five barley loaves 
and two small fishes amongst a multitude of 
about five thousand men : you are witnesses also 
how abundant was the supply ministered by my 
creative hand from a store thus inadequate : you 
received, and you distributed, the materials of 
an ample meal for all this multitude: they have 
eaten and are satisfied: now therefore, gather 
together the fragments that remain, that there 
he no waste of the good gifts of God, and that 
there be no loss of the testimony thus afforded 
to the Omnipotence which has been at work, 
when the very redundance is many times more 
than the stock lohich furnished the entertain- 
ment. When they were filled, He said unto His 
disciples, Gather up the fragments that remain, 
that nothing be lost. 

But now suppose the circumstances thus far 
changed, that instead of a thankful participa- 
tion there had been a thankless refusal. Sup- 
pose the direction, Make the men sit down, to 
have "been treated as a mockery, alike "by the 
disciples and Iby the multitude. Suppose, in- 
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stead of a believing expectation and a willing 
obedience, nothing "but doubting, arguing, dis- 
puting, cavilling. Suppose the circuit of the 
distributors received everywhere with sounds 
of derision or looks of angry incredulity, and 
the gracious purpose of the Saviour frustrated 
by the perverseness. and ingratitude of men. 
What would the charge to gather up the frag- 
ments have meant then? Would it not have 
said this? You have shut out low; you have 
refused compassion; I spread for you a table 
in the wilderness, but ye would not eat of my 
bread; ye chose hunger, ye preferred want, ye 
would not be fed, ye would not lie comforted: 
now therefore the provision made for you must 
go untasted: the will to help you must return 
into my own bosom; I can here do no mighty 
work, because of your unbelief. Meanwhile let 
us gather up the fragments ; the few poor ma- 
terials which the hand of Omnipotence would 
have dilated into redundancy : emblems of my 
loving purpose, memorials of your deep ingra- 
titude, let us store them up, that nothing be lost : 
it may be that you will yet return and come for 
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them; it may be that you will repent yourselves 
and make submission ; it may le that a few 
souls amongst this multitude will eventually 
know me as their Friend, and ask hereafter at 
my hand that which they now reject and despise. 
Gather up at all events the fragments that re- 
main, that nothing be lost. 

When the miracle is made a parable, which 
of these two cases, my friends, is ours? Are 
we among those who, being already filled out 
of Christ's storehouse, can hear the charge to 
gather up the fragments only as a call to 
deeper gratitude, humbler affiance, livelier de- 
votion; to an improvement of the less, even 
as we have already used and prized the grea- 
ter? or are we rather of them who disbelieve 
and despise while the heavenly feast is before 
them, and for whom it can only be hoped that 
of Christ's unbounded goodness a few frag- 
ments may be reserved for the encouragement 
of a deep though it be a late repentance ? 

To minister to each of these classes un- 
equal, I must fear, in numbers a few closing 
words of suitable advice and exhortation, will 
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be the business, God helping me, of this last 
opportunity of addressing you. 

I have not sought to give to these Sermons 
the formal character of a series. But do not 
imagine that they have therefore lacked a de- 
finite purpose, or have been thrown before you 
at random without sequence or connection. I 
have felt that in these times, as indeed in all 
times, there is one thing needful, and there are 
many things desirable; one thing without 
which we cannot live, many things which may 
make life happier, more useful, and more com- 
plete. It is so even in matters of doctrine. 
The one thing needful is that a man's soul be 
trusting in Christ, communing with Christ, 
living to Christ. Till this be so, orthodoxy 
itself is a form, and may be a delusion. And 
I arn well persuaded that orthodoxy itself, by 
which I mean a right belief of things true in 
the matter of religion, is best reached through 
the other ; through individual personal faith in 
the Son of Man and Son of God. He by His 
Spirit is the true Teacher: and if man learns 
even from God's Word which is possible 
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apart from Christ; if lie becomes a sound theo- 
logian, ah earnest champion, a powerful con- 
troversialist which is possible apart from 
Christ, without having the faith of Christ Him- 
self in the heart within; he is nothing profit- 
ed ; he may even save others, and yet lose his 
own soul thereby. And let me say more : there 
are many attacks upon the faith which are 
better turned than met ; more effectively taken 
in flank than confronted; things incapable, it 
may be, of a positive, at least of a telling re- 
ply, and yet innocuous to one who truly be- 
lieves, and has the Spirit of Christ dwelling in 
him. And thus now, at the close of another 
Christian year an important I may well call 
it, if not an eventful year and has it not been 
eventful in this place at least? I would bid 
you first of all in reference to faith to obey the 
call of the text, so gathering up tlie fragments 
which remain, that nothing le lost. 

i. i. We have all along spoken plainly 
of cases in which faith is utterly shaken. 
There are those who have not yet seated them- 
selves at the miraculous banket, or have risen 
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from it impatiently without waiting for the dis- 
tribution. And where this has been occasioned 
by a prevailing spirit of trifling, worldliness, or 
sin, we can only deal with it in the ordinary man- 
ner, by crying aloud, in the language of heavenly 
wisdom, in the chief place of concourse, in the 
openings of the gates, How long, ye simple ones, 
will ye love simplicity ? and the scorners delight 
in their scorning, and fools hate knowledge? 
Turn you at my reproof; lehold, I will pour 
out my spirit unto you, I will make known 
my words unto you. But it is idle to make 
as though these were the only possible causes 
of a suspended or refused faith. Men of a higher 
order than any of these are deeply infected 
with the taint of unbelief. This is the most 
painful characteristic of the infidelity of our 
generation; its combination with morality, its 
disseverance from that which heretofore has 
been its motive. Unbelievers now are often- 
times men of moral life, men of candid enquiry, 
men of sober judgment and of good intention. 
They are not conscious of anything which 
should make it their interest to disbelieve : 
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they admire the Saviour's character, they ap- 
prove His moral doctrine, they confess the 
beauty of His sympathy, they feel the force 
of His self-sacrifice. But they cannot accept 
what are called, and rightly called, the dis- 
tinctive revelations of the Gospel. They can- 
not see the justice of a vicarious atonement; 
they cannot make love consist with everlast- 
ing punishment. They do not see why a man 
should not Ibe saved by following conscience, 
or why a Gospel which offers so fearful an 
alternative of salvation or ruin should be 
pressed upon the unwilling or communicated 
to the ignorant. In short, they stand aloof 
from Christianity in all that distinguishes 
Christianity from the religion of Nature. 

And some men humour them in this hesita- 
tion. Some men come forward in the character 
of Christian teachers, and offer to remove from 
the Gospel all that goes against the taste of 
rational enquirers. By a system of forced in- 
terpretation, of violent criticism, or vague am- 
biguous paraphrase, they can get rid of the 
.plainest declarations, and make the New Tes- 
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tament itself say this, that, or nothing. And 
sometimes we almost feel as though this work 
itself were a mission. It is so great a point 
gained, if a man can be kept within the pale 
and within the gate anyhow; if a man can 
be induced still to maintain Christian habits 
and still to cherish a Christian communion; 
that we are almost tempted to justify the 
means by the end, and sanction a pious fraud 
for the saving of a soul. Be quite sure, it is 
said, that Scripture cannot say this, that Christ 
could not mean that: let your natural sense 
of right interpret the saying: let a tribunal 
within sit in judgment upon the word written, 
and what it does not ratify shall he for you 
as if it were not. 

This sort of Christian eclecticism has many 
conveniences and many attractions. A man 
thus encouraged to judge his Judge will cease 
to suffer from those perplexities which are re- 
garded by others as their trial and cross be- 
low. Whatever squares not with his prejudices, 
whatever commends not itself to his intuitions, 
is no longer for him the utterance of a Master* 
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Unquestioned, unchallenged, unforbidden, he 
may enjoy throughout life the privileges of a 
"believer, and use an expurgated Bible without 
suspicion and without anxiety. 

But was that the right counsel for him ? Is 
there indeed within us that infallible criterion 
of truth and falsehood in revelation ? Does it 
not occur to some of us, that, if revelation be 
indeed only this, it has parted with its autho- 
rity and neutralized its use? If when revela- 
tion speaks, man is to judge of it, what is left 
of revelation as such ? The light conveyed by 
it is so slightly in advance of the light already 
possessed, that we might almost ask whether it 
was worth while to interpose at all for its com- 
munication. I know that there is a truth in 
this direction : I know that revelation does ap- 
peal to conscience : I know that a revelation 
which went against conscience, which bade us 
believe something really self-contradictory or 
do something morally wrong, would be no reve- 
lation: it might use the name of God, but it 
would be a fabrication and a blasphemy. I 
know also that it is impossible to define accu- 



THE FRAGMENTS THAT REMAIN. 209 

rately in this matter the limits of truth ; to 
mark exactly the boundary between the office 
of reason and the office of faith in the reception 
of a professed revelation ; to say precisely what 
is stifling reason, and what is pampering reason, 
in relation to a message said to be divine. But 
of this I am persuaded, that, as it is the chief 
office of reason to sit. in judgment upon the 
credentials of revelation, to say what is ade- 
quate and what is insufficient evidence of God 
having spoken; so there must be a point at 
which reason having done its work shall retire 
and keep silence, unless we would assume the 
worthlessness of that revelation which we pro- 
fess already to have received. 

And therefore I would make no promises to 
any man as to there being no difficulties and 
no stumblingblocks in our religion. I find so 
many of these in Providence that I should 
wonder if there were none in Revelation. Bather 
would I say this to a man still wavering about 
the Gospel: If you cannot embrace all the 
truth, grasp what you can: seize the great 
things, the eternal verities of mercy and judg- 

P 
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ment, of Christ and the Spirit : Christ Himself 
speaks of leading men on gradually into His 
doctrine, of speaking now or speaking presently 
as they are able to hear, according to their 
power to bear the disclosure: I will not offer 
to prune the Gospel for you ; to explain away 
all that is repugnant to your present feelings, 
or to exhibit before you a body of doctrine 
every word of which shall at once commend 
itself as rational or strike you as divine. Just 
as in matters of this life you are often left in 
the dark as to God's goodness and wisdom; 
often compelled to postpone a full understand- 
ing of His doings, and yet to believe that He 
doeth all things well ; even thus must you deal 
with the word of Revelation ; waiting for light 
where as yet all is darkness, and answering 
by a general trust questions which embarrass 
and perplex you. To begin with objections is 
fatal: it would be so in any science. Begin 
with proofs ; with positives, not negatives. Begin 
with the question what Christ was on earth: 
rise from that, step by step, to the question 
what He is now in heaven. Give yourself to 
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Him as such: then let Him teach, let Him 
guide you. What He doeth, what He saith, 
if you know not now, you shall know hereafter : 
if you wait to believe till every difficulty is 
done away, you will live and you will die with- 
out a Gospel, even though that Gospel "be all 
the while true. For you, the fragments which 
you are charged to gather are those elements 
and principles of truth, which Christ's creative 
power will multiply from time to time here- 
after into the food of your soul and the life of 
your life. 

ii. These' are they who gather up the 
fragments of a meal of which they have not 
partaken. But the more exact application of 
the text is to those who have eaten, and who 
have now to guard only against waste or 
improvidence in reference to the superfluities 
of their supply. We have a word to say to 
these also ; to persons who believe heartily in 
Christ Jesus, but are in danger of throwing 
away or treading underfoot some portions, some 
fragments at any rate, of that heavenly food 
which Christ designs in all its parts to be the 

P2 
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refreshment and the nutriment of His Church. 
It will be seen that I am here approaching that 
painful topic which could scarcely Ibe absent 
from our thoughts in an emergency so re- 
markable. That nothing be lost is as much a 
part of Christ's injunction as that something 
Ibe retained. It is not enough to say, Whatever 
I believe or cannot believe, I feel that the ever- 
lasting arms are under me. It is not enough 
to say, I believe generally in God's mercy to 
erring and sinful man ; or, I am conscious of a 
light within, showing me what is true and re- 
vealing to me what is right; and therefore I 
can dispense with all else ; I can take or leave 
what I please of the Bible ; I can strike out 
the Pentateuch and not miss it ; I can dispense 
with the history of the burning bush, of the 
Exodus, and of Sinai ; I can part with the 
forty years' sojourn in the wilderness, and start 
fresh with the Judges, or with David, or per- 
haps with the birth of Jesus ; it makes no matter 
to me if I read the Old Testament history as 
a tradition, and the Old Testament prophecies 
as a rhapsody ; even from the Gospels I can 
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banish what I will, and feel them only the 
lighter and the more portable ; nay, if I had 
no Bible and no Gospel at all, I should scarcely 
be the poorer ; I have a witness independent of 
all these, and what that witness does not ratify 
is for me as if it had no truth and no exist- 
ence : let the words that nothing be lost ring in 
our ears in reproof of such rashness, and bid 
us remember that what God has joined toge- 
ther the Old Testament and the New, the 
dispensation of the Patriarchs, the dispensa- 
tion of the Law, the dispensation of the Pro- 
phets, and the dispensation of the Gospel 

f 

can only be dissevered by doing violence to the 
plain words of our Saviour, declaring Himself 
to be the fulfiller of the one in the other, and 
appealing ever to holy men of old, to saints 
and lawgivers and prophets, as His forerunners 
and His witnesses. 

And on what grounds are we asked thus (prac- 
tically) to discard an integral portion of the Bible? 
There may be novelty in the voice which speaks 
to us ; but there is little novelty in the objec- 
tions adduced, or the main arguments by which 
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they are supported. Some of them are as old 
as Christianity itself; questions asked in every 
nursery, registered (some of them) as difficulties 
in every thoughtful mind. And some things 
have now teen worked out and exhibited in 
detail, which "before lay, so far as English stu- 
dents were concerned, undeveloped and in the 
germ. Of this kind are those numerical diffi- 
culties in the history of the Exodus or the 
arrangements of the sacrificial worship, which 
have now been drawn out before us almost 
with an air of triumph, contrasting somewhat 
strangely with the anxieties of the stake at issue, 
and the expressions of personal sorrow with 
which the discussion is introduced. A series of 
apparent discrepancies in the arithmetical com- 
putations of the Pentateuch, resting for the 
most part on the basis of a single fundamental 
number, and capable, to that extent at least, 
of reconciliation on the supposition of a single 
clerical error in a department peculiarly liable 
to mistake; discrepancies, of which none are 
decisive, no, not if they were multiplied tenfold, 
except on a theory of Inspiration which I will 
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venture to say is no part of the doctrine of the 
Catholic Church ; put together by a skilled 
hand, and reiterated with a wearisome and 
almost puerile pertinacity; form the chief ar- 
gument for that conclusion which is placed in 
the forefront of the enquiry, that the Books of 
Moses and of Joshua are unhistorical in their 
character : if the term fictitious is withheld, it 
is only to avoid the appearance of charging 
them with a fraudulent design. 

We may be forgiven for regarding this oc- 
currence as a serious calamity. It is not that 
thoughtful and well-educated men are likely 
to be fatally or seriously staggered by it. They 
may feel, as they ought to feel, that the posi- 
tion assailed is one which the Church of Christ, 
as a body, never occupied; that the theory of 
a direct inspiration (in the common meaning 
of that word) of every verse and clause of the 
Bible is one which no true friend to the faith 
ever put forward ; that matters of science, mat- 
ters of common history, still more, matters of 
numeration, of chronicle, and of genealogy, are 
nowhere in the Bible claimed as proper sub- 
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jects of Inspiration strictly so called; that, 
impossible as it is accurately to define in such 
compositions the limits of the divine and the 
human, yet unquestionably both elements enter 
largely, and must do so, into the result; that, 
as we are sure that God does nothing in vain, 
and would not therefore inspire a knowledge 
which was either within the reach of human 
investigation or without the range o human 
profiting, so we may more safely speak of an 
inspired man than of an inspired thing; may 
rather conceive of a man full of the Holy Qliost 
writing out of the abundance of his heart, even 
as he spoke and acted in daily life, but with a 
providential guidance preserving him from error 
in divine things and causing him to write that 
which should be profitable, in a religious sense, 
for his people and for all time, than of a page 
flooded with a heavenly radiance, or a pen 
moving involuntarily under an impulse given 
to it from above. Supposing this, supposing 
that inspiration wrought rather in the living 
man than in the lifeless page, and only pre- 
scribed the exact form of the utterance when 
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prediction of events undiscoverable by man was 
its topic and its purport, my faith in all that 
is the real meaning of a Revelation will not 
"be shaken by any admixture, were it proved to 
exist, of imperfection in the narration or in the 
calculation ; I shall infer from any such imper- 
fection, when it is proved to exist, that in that 
particular God designed not to overbear the 
human by the divine; I shall look for the 
moral of the story, I shall ask its religious in- 
tent, I shall draw from it its spiritual lesson, 
I shall correct my idea of inspiration by the 
proof of its facts, distorting nothing, dispar- 

f 

aging nothing, yet demanding proof of all; 
and I shall be able still to echo with unwaver- 
ing confidence the blessed words of St Paul, 
All Scripture, and he spake of necessity of the 
Scriptures of the Old Testament, is given ly 
inspiration of God, and is profitable for what 
use? for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, 
for instruction in righteousness ; and with what 
final object? that the man of God may be 
perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good 
works. 
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I can cherish the hope that a belief of 
this nature lurks under the very arguments 
to which I have adverted. I read, not without 
comfort, in the same pages, such words as 
these and let those, if such there be, who have 
strengthened themselves in, their own unbelief 
by the arguments of this volume, lay them 
well to heart in correction of the evil We 
shall have recourse to the Bible for that 
which God has there in His Providence laid 
up in store for our use ; food for the inner 
man, supplies of spiritual strength and con- 
solation, living words of power to speaJc to our 

hearts and consciences, and wake us up to daily 
earnestness of faith and duty. He who could 
thus speak of God's Holy Word can scarcely 
be consciously or in intention a hostile assail- 
ant; for he turns himself for instruction in 
righteousness to that very Book which he seems 
to be disparaging. 

He may do so; and we may so read as 
to understand. But how shall it be with the 
uneducated, still more with the half-educated? 
How shall it be with our rough working men 
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of the North, shrewd and enquiring and free- 
spoken, with whom an arithmetical reckoning 
is conclusive, and who are as prompt to seize 
upon a flaw in numbers as they are backward 
to appreciate a spiritual answer ? Long indeed 
will it be before infidel platforms cease to use 
and re-use these spent arrows from the camp 
of the Christian, or to find them apt and 
telling with the audiences to which they are 
addressed. 

Meanwhile, my brethren, be not ye shaken 
in mind, neither be troubled, by this new sign 
of the times. The word of Grod must indeed 
be thrown again and again into the crucible; 
it must be tried to the very uttermost; but 
out of every such. trial it will only come forth 
brighter and more powerful for those who love 
it. The very fragments will become more 
precious ; gathered with a more anxious rever- 
ence by those who have first eaten of its good 
pastures. In due time present impugners' will 
pass and be forgotten; new objections will 
go away into the obscurity and forgetfulness 
of the old: All flesh is as grass, and all 
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the glory of man as the flower of grass; the 
grass witheretli, and the flower thereof falleth 
away ; but tlie word of the Lord, endureth for 
ever. 

3. Still more evident will "be the lesson of 
the text, when we turn, in the last place, from 
matters of faith to matters of duty, and charge 
the two portions (as we may still describe them) 
of this congregation to gather up in this sense 
the fragments that remain, that nothing l>e lost. 

i. I address some God grant that they be 
in this place a large and a growing number 
who believe from the heart in the truth of 
Christ and the authority of the Bible, and are 
earnestly making preparation for a life of de- 
voted diligence in God's service. They are 
daily partaking, with faith and thankfulness, 
of heavenly food ; not cavilling at its form, not 
murmuring at its mode of ministration, but 
finding it in deed and in truth the comfort 
of their hearts and the sustenance of their 
lives. Upon these Christ will lay no new 
burden i only that which they have, let them 
hold fast till he come. Even to them He may 
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still say, Qatlier up the fragments that remain. 
Is there nothing more that you can bring 
within the sanctifying influence of your trust 
and hope ? How is it with your use of time ? 
Are you diligent to improve its moments as 
well as its hours? Are you wasting none of 
it in purposeless trifling? Is your work ear- 
nest, and your very relaxation vigorous? Do 
the two parts of your clay hang well together, 
its duties and its recreations, both alike being 
worthy of a Christian? How is it with your 
use of influence? Do you bear always in 
mind that as no man ought to live to himself, 
so, in one sense, no man can do so ; he must 
affect, he must influence, for good or else for 
evil, those amongst whom or in whose sight 
he lives and moves, speaks and acts ? Is your 
speech, as St Paul says, seasoned with salt; 
not by the perpetual introduction of sacred 
topics, still less by the assumption of an un- 
natural tone or a studied manner, as though 
you would warn others off, and exhibit your- 
self as their monitor or their reprover; but 
by that indescribable yet most real evidence 



222 TEE FRAGMENTS THAT REMAIN. 

of a true faith and a lofty aim, the avoidance 
of all that may do hurt to piety or to charity, 
and the maintenance of a conscience void of 
offence loth towards Cfod and man ? Can you 
look "back now, at the close of a term which 
is 'to many the close also of their life in this 
place, upon any one person who will Ibe the 
"better for having had you for his friend? any 
one person who will have cause to bless God 
eternally for the fact that you and he here 
lived together, amidst the enjoyments of this 
season of youth and the advantages of this 
place of education? Think on these things; 
and God give you grace so to use the short rem- 
nant of your life here that it may be abundant 
in yet sweeter memories, and productive of a 
more substantial and a more abiding fruit ! 

ii. Others listen with a sadder heart, and 
appropriate the words to themselves in a more 
condemning application. The harvest, they say, 
is past, the summer is ended, and we are not 
saved. This first term, or this last term, is 
closing upon an experience most opposite to that 
just described. Lost time, neglected duty, mis- 
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used influence, despised light, a conscience not 
approving but loudly accusing, this, and not the 
other, is my retrospect. My life in this place 
has been a life of self-indulgence; whichever 
way that led me. I am not forwarder but much 
bac/cwarder in the Christian race than when 
I first came hither. I have had no victories 
here over "besetting sin, over indwelling cor- 
ruption, but a series, an almost unbroken series, 
of humiliating, of shameful defeats. I knew 
what was right; my conscience witnessed, my 
heart allowed it ; but I did it not. I never 
thought of companionship but as a matter of 
self-choice and self-enjoyment: I never looked 
upon society in the light of a responsibility: 
Am I my brother's keeper? was my inward 
question, if ever a, passing shade of remorse 
came over me in the recollection of a friend's 
affection used for temptation, or a friend's confi- 
dence betrayed into companionship in sin. And 
which way can I now turn myself which shall 
not flash upon me some new glare of condemna- 
tion? Time, money, speech, influence, oppor- 
tunities of self-improvement and opportunities 
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of doing good, relation to friends, relation to 
parents, relation to God, relation to myself, 
which of all these is not associated with 'bitter- 
ness ? which of all these is not stained with sin ? 
I go hence to curse the past; I go hence to 
despair of the future. I have resolved, I have 
endeavoured, yes, I have prayed to be better ; 
and what has come of it? Only new falls 
more vexatious, more shameful even than the 
former. I have refused Christ's call, I have 
trampled underfoot Christ's bounties ; what re- 
mains for me but an outer darJcness and a re-> 
lentless judgment ? 

I will tell you what else remains for you. 
I believe that to you, not least "but most of 
all, Christ sends this day this special word of 
exhortation and encouragement, Gather up the 
fragments that remain, that nothing be lost. 
Run over in your mind the items of a still 
lingering good, and apply to them severally 
this word of Christ. 

You have still, it is evident, a conscience. 
Much wounded it has been, much trifled with, 
much dishonoured ; but it still (you are ' wit- 
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ness) speaks within. If your day of grace were 
quite ended, you would not even reproach 
yourself. Your heart is not yet hardened, 
however it be defiled. Light is not yet for 
you become darkness, though it may have 
been dimmed and hidden. It may be also- 
for these are the strange inconsistencies and 
contrarieties within us that even carelessness, 
even indifference, even sin, has not made you 
give up altogether the habit, the form at least, 
of prayer. Some men who could do all else, 
who could break (rod's laws and sin against 
God's creatures, yet cannot unlearn that strange 
custom, taught in a Christian home, and 
watched over in young days by a Christian 
mother, of kneeling before God at night and at 
morning, with words ever so much at variance 
with the occupations and habits of the inter- 
val. I call these things such fragments as 
Christ here bids you gather. The voice of 
conscience, the sense of right, the pain of re- 
morse; the habit, however inconsistent, of 
daily prayer ; each one of these things must 
be seized by you with a firm hand, and che- 

Q 
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rished as a fragment of the feast vainly spread 
for you by Christ. Count nothing small which 
testifies to you of Him. Behold how great a 
matter a little fire Jsmdleth, whether the fire 
of evil, or the fire of grace! One bad habit 
let alone may contaminate the whole being: 
one good habit fostered may in time assimi- 
late to itself all the character. Begin I care 
not where or with what, but begin in earnest. 
Have you been neglectful of communication 
with home? Beopen it this night. Have you 
any secret from your father a secret, per- 
haps, of debt causing estrangement of heart, 
causing much duplicity, causing a life (if not 
the language) of perpetual falsehood? Tell it 
to him by letter before you sleep to-night ; 
make the effort, not without prayer, and as- 
suredly you will be the better and the happier. 
Have you been obstinately idle, so that an 
approaching season (as it might have been 
for you) of honour, can be nothing else now 
but a discovery of disgrace? Seize the brief 
interval still left you ; set yourself vigorous]y 
to repair the mischief; if not all you might 
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have done, you may- yet do something, some- 
thing which will give pleasure to others, some" 
thing which will encourage you to future 
efforts. Or is there any friend whom you 
have consciously drawn downwards in habit or 
in character? one over whom you know that 
you have exerted an injurious influence? 
Eouse yourself to tell him that you wish you 
had done otherwise. Eouse yourself to con- 
fess to him your altering views of life. He will 
thank you, he may "bless you, for it. There 
are more thoughts than we show in these hearts 
of ours : sometimes your regret, your wish, is 
mine also ; only I was afraid, I was ashamed, 
to tell you so. And yet what comfort, what 
help, would that avowal have given you ! We 
were made to want each other ; it is not good 
for man, it is not possible for man, to be 
alone ; he must communicate, he must lean, he 
must receive, he must love. Let one of the 
fragments you gather, before Advent is upon 
us, be this of frank confession. Share your 
new regret, share your new desire, with one 
with whom you have oftentimes shared worse 

Q2 
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secrets. Let not the sound pass from your ears 
until the thing signified "be done, and done 
manfully. 

take heed, my brethren, lest the same sad 
reflections accompany your later and your latest 
retrospects! Take heed lest from middle age, 
lest from the decline of life, lest from old age, 
you have to look back upon the past with the 
same self-reproaches. it is a dreadful thing 
to feel, as each period of life goes in to its 
account, that it has been squandered, that it 
has been lost. And there are men who have 
to feel this. There are men perhaps, knew 
we the hearts of all, there are men amongst 
us this day whose best hope now is the ga- 
thering of fragments; who have let the feast 
go by, and can only now set themselves to 
pick up, with painful toil, with unsatisfied 
longings, the crumbs under the table. And 
what must it be to feel this in a late old age ? 
It is the consequence, the natural consequence, 
of a waste begun in youth ; of a habit of wast- 
ing, long indulged, at last inveterate. guard 
against it betimes ! Listen this day to the 
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warning voice, Gather up the fragments thai re^ 
main, that nothing le lost ! Christ grieves over 
this waste of which we are guilty ; this waste of 
opportunity, this waste of privilege, yea, this 
waste of souls ! That nothing be lost means pri- 
marily and above all, that your soul he not lost. 
That is why we . plead with you. That is why 
we are left for our threescore years and ten here 
in the wilderness; that the soul be not lost; 
that the soul be so educated and so disci- 
plined, by the word of God and by the pro- 
vidence of God, by the instruction of Christ 
and the secret influence of His Spirit, that it 
may at last be fit for the rest and for the 
work of heaven. It is for this chiefly that 
all else is of any value. Eight opinion lead- 
ing to right practice; true faith prompting true 
effort; and true effort, blessed of God Him- 
self, issuing in the habit and in the love of 
holiness; this is the aim. of Education in that 
divine school in which young and old, high 
and low, rich and poor, are all scholars, all 
learners, till the great night comes when no 
man can work. May the blessing of God Him- 
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self be so with us, that all we who are here 
assembled, trained by His instruction and cor- 
rected by His discipline, may be found meet, 
when our last change arrives, to abide in His 
house for ever, entering upon the eternal in- 
heritance of the saints in light ! 
f / i 
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We can scarcely praise the plan too highly." The Press. 



LESSONS OF LIFE AND GODLINESS: 

Parish Sermons Preached in Doncaster. SECOND EDI- 
TION. Ecap. 8vo. 4S. 6d. 

"It is impossible to speak too highly of these excellent 
discourses, which are as full of the truest spirit of Christianity 
as of wise and practical precepts for the conduct of a blame- 
less life. They sound the depths of human nature. A more 
useful book, or one more fitted to be almost under every pos- 
: sible circumstance the guide and support of all earnest young 
people, could not well be conceived." The Press, 



WORDS FROM THE GOSPELS: A Second 
Selection of Sermons Preached in Doncaster. Pep. 8vo. 
6d. Just Ready. 



Works by Dr G. J. Vaughan. 

REVISION OF THE LITURGY. Five Dis- 
courses. SECOND EDITION. 45. 6d. 

'' The large-hearted and philosophical spirit in which Dr 
Vaughan has handled the specific doctrines of controversy 
points him out as eminently fitted to deal with the first prin- 
ciples of the question." John Bull. 

THE BOOK AND THE LIFE : And other Cam- 
bridge University Sermons. SECOND EDITION. 48. 6d. 

"It would be difficult to name a volume of the size of 
this, which is more vitalized with the noblest energies, moral 
and intellectual, which affords a wholesomer stimulus and dis- 
cipline to the reason and the conscience." Christian Reasoner. 

"They meet, in what appears to us to be the one true 
method, the scepticism and indifference to religious truth 
which are almost sure to trouble young men who read and 
think. In short, we know no book more likely to do the 
young and inquiring good, or to help them to gain that tone 
of mind wanting which they may doubt and ask for ever." 
Freeman. 

MEMORIALS OF HARROW SUNDAYS, 
POUETH EDITION. With a Vignette of the ChapeL 
IDS. 6d. 

" These Sermons explain the wonderful popularity of Dr 
Vaughan among the Harrow boys. ..we believe that these 
Sermons will not have been delivered in vain. All of them 
are sensible, earnest, impressive in a very high degree ; and 
they convey withal such high views of life, of its solemn re- 
sponsibilities, its important duties and its lofty aims as could 
not have been given to boys capable of appreciating them 
without abiding results." The Freeman. 

" Discussing those forms of evil and impediments to duty 
which peculiarly beset the young, Dr Vaughan has, with singu- 
lar tact, blended deep thought and analytical principles with 
interesting earnestness and eloquent simplicity." John Bull. 

"Deserve to be attentively read.. .we can hardly doubt 
that his pleadings for truth and holiness, clothed in language 
of Christian courtesy and good taste, wiU be welcome memo- 
rials of their author, no less than of the School over which for 
fifteen years he presided." Guardian. 



RECENT SINGLE SERMONS, etc. 
THE JOY OF SUCCESS CORRECTED BY 

THE JOY OF SAFETY. An Ordination Sermon. 
1860. id,. 

THE MOURNING OF THE LAND AND 

THE MOURNING OF ITS FAMILIES. On the 
death of the Prince Consort. 1861. THIRD EDITION, id. 

THE THREE TABERNACLES. On the open- 
ing of St Peter's School Chapel, York. 1862. is. 

THE REVISED CODE OF THE COMMITTEE 
OF COUNCIL ON EDUCATION DISPASSION- 
ATELY CONSIDERED. 1862. THIRD EDITION, i*. 



RAYS OF SUNLIGHT FOR DARK DAYS. 

A Book of Select Eeadings for the Suffering. With a 
Preface by C. J. VAUGHAN, D.D. THIRD EDITION. 
i8mo. 3s. 6d. Morocco, extra, gs. 

"Amongst the many books of comfort for the sorrowful 
and afflicted that have at different times come to our hands, 
scarcely has there been one that has the fitness to its end that 
we find in this little volume. The spiritual wisdom and 
healthy feeling with which the Contents have been selected, 
equally appear in their character, their suitable brevity, and 
their catholic union of writers of every Christian communion 
in the work of consolation. We find thoughtfulness, tender- 
.ness, devoutness, strength in these well-chosen extracts." 
Nonconformist. 

MACMILLAN & CO., LONDON AND CAMBRIDGE. 



SEEMONS 

PUBLISHED BY MACMILLAN AND CO. 



By the Eev. W. ARCHER BUTLER, M.A., 
Late Professor of Moral Philosophy in the University of Dublin. 

1. SERMONS, DOCTRINAL AND PRACTI- 
CAL. First Series. Fifth Edition. 8vo. cloth. 12s. Edited by DEAN 

WOODWABD. 

2. SERMONS, DOCTRINAL AND PRACTI- 
CAL. Second Series. Third Edition. 8vo. cloth. 10s. 6ct. Edited by 

DR JEREMIE. 

By the Rev. CHARLES KINGSLEY, M.A., 
Eector of Eversley, and Chaplain in Ordinary to the Queen. 

1. THE GOSPEL OF THE PENTATEUCH. 

Second Edition. Pep. 8vo. cloth, is. 6d. 

2. GOOD NEWS OF GOD. Third Edition. 

Fcp. 8vo. cloth. 6s. 

3. SERMONS FOR THE TIMES. Third Edi- 
tion. Fcp. 8vo. cloth. 3s. 6(Z. 

4. VILLAGE SERMONS. Sixth Edition. Fcp. 

8vo. cloth. 2*. 6d. 

5. TOWN AND COUNTRY SERMONS. 6s. 



6. NATIONAL SERMONS. First Series. Se- 

cond Edition. Fcp. 8vo. 5s. 

7. NATIONAL SERMONS. Second Series. 

Second Edition. Fcp. 8vo. 5s. 

By the Rev. H. MONTAGU BUTLER, M.A., 
Head Master of Harrow School. 

SERMONS PREACHED IN HARROW 

CHAPEL. Crown 8vo. 7*. 6d. 



Sermons published by Macmillan and Co. 

By the Eev. J. LLEWELLYN DAVIES, M.A., 
Rector of Christ Church, Marylebone. 

THE WORK OF CHRIST; OR THE WORLD 

RECONCILED TO GOD. With a Preface on the Atonement Con- 
troversy. Fcp. 8vo. clotli. 6s. 

By the Eev. G. F. DE TEISSIER, B.D., 
Rector of Brampton, Northampton. 

VILLAGE SERMONS. Crown Svo. cloth. 9s. 

By the Eight Eev. G. E. L. COTTON, D.D., 
Lord Bishop of Calcutta. 

1. EXPOSITORY SERMONS ON THE 

EPISTLES FOR THE CHRISTIAN YEAR. 2 Vols. Crown Svo. 

2. SERMONS AND ADDRESSES DELI- 
VERED IN MARLBOROUGH COLLEGE. Crown Svo. 10*. 6cJ. 

By the Eev. FEEDEEICK TEMPLE, D.D., 
Head Master of Rugby School. 

SERMONS PREACHED IN RUGBY CHA- 

PEL. Svo. cloth, 10*. 6d 

By the Eev. W. GEOEGKE CLAEK, M.A., 

Fellow and Tutor of Trinity College, and Public Orator in the 
University of Cambridge. 

1. SERMONS PREACHED IN TRINITY 

COLLEGE CHAPEL. Fcp. Svo. 2s. 6d. 

2. KNOWLEDGE AND POWER. Preached 

before the University of Cambridge. Svo. Is. 

By the Eev F. J. JAMESON, M.A., 
Rector of Colon, Cambridge. 

1. LIFE'S WORK IN PREPARATION AND 

IN RETROSPECT. Cambridge University Sermons. Fcp. Svo. Is. 6d. 

2. BROTHERLY COUNSELS TO STUDENTS. 

Sermons Preached in St Catharine's College. Fcp. Svo. Is. 6<J. 

By ALEX. MACLAEEN. 
SERMONS PREACHED IN MANCHESTER. 

Crown Svo. 7*. 6d 

By the Eev. F. D. MAUEIOE, M.A., 

Incumbent of St Peter's, Marylebone. 

1. DISCOURSES ON THE PATRIARCHS 

AND LAWGIVERS OF THE OLD TESTAMENT. Second Edition. 
Crown Svo. 6s. 



Sermons Published 

2. DISCOURSES ON THE PROPHETS AND 

KINGS OP THE OLD TESTAMENT. Second Edition. Crown 8vo. 
10s. 6d. 

3. DISCOURSES ON THE GOSPEL OF ST 

JOHN. Second Edition. Crown 8vo. lOs.Bd. 

4. LECTURES ON THE EPISTLES OF ST 

JOHN. Crown 8vo. Is. 63. 

5. SERMONS ON THE PRAYER BOOK. 

Second Edition. Fcp 8vo. 5s. Gd. 

6. THE CHURCH A FAMILY : SERMONS 

ON THE OCCASIONAL OFFICES. Fcp. 8vo. 4s. Gd. 

7. LECTURES ON THE REVELATION OF 

ST JOHN THE DIVINE. Crown 8vo. 10s. 6d. 

8. SERMONS ON WHAT IS REVELATION. 

Crown 8vo. 10s. Gd. 

9. SERMONS ON THE DOCTRINE OF SA- 

CBIFICE. Crown. 8vo. 7s. 6<J. 

10. LECTURES ON THE RELIGIONS OF 

THE WORLD. Fourth Edition. Fcp. 8vo. 5s. 

11. SERMONS ON THE LORD'S PRAYER. 

Fourth Edition. Fcp. 8vo. 2s. Gd. 

12. SERMONS ON THE SABBATH DAY. 

Fcap 8vo. 2s. Gd. 

By the Rev. JAMES MOOEHOTJSE, M.A., 
Incumbent of St John's, Fitzroy Square, London. 

SOME MODERN DIFFICULTIES RESPECT- 
ING THE FACTS OF NATURE AND REVELATION CON- 
SIDEBED. Cambridge University Sermons. Fcp. 8vo. 2s. 6d. 

By the Eev. FRANCIS MOESE, M.A., 
Incumbent of St John's, Birmingham. 

WORKING FOR GOD, AND OTHER PRAC- 
TICAL SERMONS. Second Edition. Fcp. 8vo. 5s. 

By a NORTHAMPTONSHIRE RECTOR. 
VILLAGE SERMONS. Crown 8vo. cloth. 6s. 



ly Macmittan and Co. 

By the Venerable J. C. HARE, M.A., 

Late Archdeacon of Lewis. 

1. SERMONS PREACHED ON PARTICU- 
LAR OCCASIONS. 8vo. cloth. 12*. 

2. PARISH SERMONS. Second Series. 8vo. 

cloth. 12s. 

By the Rev. T. J. ROWSELL, M.A., 
Bector of St Margaret's, Lothbury. 

1. THE ENGLISH UNIVERSITIES AND 

THE ENGLISH POOR. Cambridge TJuiversity Sermons. Pep. 8vo. 2*. 

2. MAN'S LABOUR AND GOD'S HARYEST. 

Cambridge University Sermons. J?cp. 8vo. Ss. 

By the Eev. GEORGE BUTLER, M.A., 

Vice-Principal of Cheltenham College. 

SERMONS PREACHED IN CHELTENHAM 

CHAPEL. Crown 8vo. cloth. 7.9. 6d. 

By the Rev. C. P. CHRETIEN, M.A. 

Rector of Cholderton, Wilts. 

THE LETTER AND THE SPIRIT. Oxford 

University Sermons. Crown 8vo. 5s. 

By the Most Rev. , 

RICHARD CHENEVIX TRENCH, D.D., 

Archbishop of Dublin. 

SERMONS PREACHED IN WESTMINSTER 

ABBEY. Second Edition. 8vo. 10s. 5d. 

FIVE SERMONS PREACHED BEFORE THE 

UNIVERSITY OE 1 CAMBRIDGE. Pep. 8vo. 2s. 6d. 

THE SUBJECTION OF THE CREATURE 

TO VANITY. Sermons preached in Cambridge. ]?cp. 8vo. 3*. 

THE FITNESS OF HOLY SCRIPTURE FOR 

UNFOLDING THE SPIRITUAL LIFE 'OS 1 MAN : Christ the De- 
sire of all Nations; or, the Unconscious Prophecies of Heathendom. 
Hulsean Lectures. Fcp. 8vo. Fourth Edition. 5s. 

By the Rev. RICHARD TUDOR, 

Curate of Helston, Cornwall. 

THE DECALOGUE VIEWED AS THE 

CHRISTIAN'S LAW. Crown 8vo. 10s. 6d. 



Sermons Published by Macmillan and Go. 
By the Eev. D. J. VAUGHAN, M.A., 

Vicar of St Martin's, Leicester. 

I/PARISH SERMONS. Crown 8vo. 5s. Qd. . 

2. SERMONS ON SACRIFICE AND PRO- 
PITIATION. Fop. 8vo. 2s. 6d. 

3. SERMONS ON THE RESURRECTION. 

Fcp. 8vo. 3*. 

By the Eight Eev. J. T. CTBEIEN, D.D., 

Bishop of Ossory, Perns and Leighlin. 

AN ATTEMPT TO EXPLAIN AND ESTAB- 
LISH THE DOCTRINE 01? JUSTIFICATION BY FAITH ONLY. 
Third Edition. 8vo. 12s. 

By the Eev. WILLIAM EOMANIS, M.A., 

1. SERMONS PREACHED AT ST MARY'S, 

BEADING. First Series. Fcp. 8vo. 6s. 

2. SERMONS PREACHED AT ST MARY'S, 

BEADING. Second Series. Pep. 8vo. 6s. 

By the Eight Eev. G-. A. SBLWTN, D.D., 

i Bishop of New Zealand. 

THE WORK; OF CHRIST IN THE WORLD. 

- Cambridge University Sermons. Third Edition. Crown 8vo. 2s. 
By the Eev. B. P. WESTOOTT, M.A., 

Assistant Master of Harrow School. 

CHARACTERISTICS OF THE GOSPEL MI- 

RAGLES. Cambridge University Sermons. Crown 8vo. 4s. 6cJ. 

By the Eev. C. A. SWAINSON, M.A., 
Principal of Chichester Theological College. 

THE CREEDS OF THE CHURCH IN THEIR 

RELATIONS TO HOLY SCRIPTURE, AND THE CONSCIENCE 
OF THE CHRISTIAN. Cambridge Ilulsean Lectures. 8vo. 9s. 

THE AUTHORITY OF THE NEW TESTA- 

MENT. And other Cambridge Ilulsean Lectures. 8vo, 12*. 
By the Eev. EDWAED THRING, M.A., 

Head Master of Uppingham School. 

SERMONS DELIVERED IN UPPINGHAM 

SCHOOL. Crown 8vo. 5s. 

By the Eev. JAMES EUSSELL WOODFOED, M.A. 
Vicar of Kemp sford and Chaplain to the Lord Bishop of Oxford. 

FOUR SERMONS PREACHED BEFORE 

THE UNIVERSITY OF CAMBRIDGE in November, 1863. Fcp. 
Svo. 3s. 
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Sermons Published Ity Macmillan and Co. 

By the Eev. D. J. VAUGHAN, M.A., 
Vicar of St Martin's, Leicester. 

1. PARISH SERMONS. Crown Svo. 5s. Qd. 

2. SERMONS ON SACRIFICE AND PRO- 
PITIATION. Fcp. Svo. 2s. 6d. 

3. SERMONS ON THE RESURRECTION. 

Fop. Svo. 3* 1 . 

By the Eight Eev. J. T. CTBEIEN, D.D., 

Bishop of Ossory, Ferns and Leighlin. 

AN ATTEMPT TO EXPLAIN AND ESTAB- 
LISH THE DOCTRINE OF JUSTIFICATION BY FAITH ONLY. 
Third Edition. Svo. 12*. 

By the Eev. WILLIAM EOMANIS, M.A., 

1. SERMONS PREACHED AT ST MARY'S, 

HEADING. First Series. Fcp. Svo. 6s. 

2. SERMONS PREACHED AT ST MARY'S, 

BEADING. Second Series. Fcp. Svo. 6s. 

By the Eight Eev. G-. A. SELWYN, D.D., 
Bishop of New Zealand. 

THE WORK OP CHRIST IN THE WORLD. 

Cambridge University Sermons. Third Edition. Crown Svo. 2s. 

By the Eev. B. P. WESTCOTT, M.A., 
Assistant Master of Harrow School. 

CHARACTERISTICS OF THE GOSPEL MI- 

11ACLES. Cambridge University Sermons. Crown Svo. 4s. Od. 

By the Eev. C. A. SWAINSON, M.A., 
Principal of Chicliestcr Theological College. 

THE CREEDS OF THE CHURCH IN THEIR 

DELATIONS TO HOLY SCRIPTURE, AND THE CONSCIENCE 
OF THE CHRISTIAN. Cambridge Ilulscan Lectures. Svo. 9s. 

THE AUTHORITY OF THE NEW TESTA- 

MENT. And other Cambridge Hulsean Lectures. Svo. 12s. 

By the Eev. EDWARD THRINCI, M.A., 
Head Master of Uppingham School. 

SERMONS DELIVERED IN UPPINGHAM 

SCHOOL. Crown Svo. 5s. 

By the Eev. JAMES EUSSELL WOODFORD, M.A. 
Vicar of Kem^sford and Chaplain to the Lord Bishop of Oxford. 

FOUR SERMONS PREACHED BEFORE 

THE UNIVERSITY OF CAMBRIDGE in November, 1863. Fcp. 
Svo. 3s. 
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